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Saturday of Lazarus April 12 

Reading

Lazarus and his sisters Martha 
and Mary, the friends of the Lord 
Jesus, had given Him hospitality 
and served Him many times (Luke 
10:38-4z; John 12:2-3). They were 
from Bethany, a village of Judea. 
This village is situated in the eastern 
parts by the foothills of the Mount 
of Olives, about two Roman miles 
from Jerusalem. When Lazarus - 
whose name is a Hellenized form 
of “Eleazar,” which means “God has 
helped,” became ill some days before 
the saving Passion, his sisters had 
this report taken to our Saviour, Who 
was then in Galilee. Nonetheless, 
He tarried yet two more days until 
Lazarus died; then He said to His 

disciples, “Let us go into 
Judea that I might awake My 
friend who sleepeth.” By this, 
of course, He meant the deep 
sleep of death. On arriving 
at Bethany, He consoled 
the sisters of Lazarus, who 
was already four days dead. 
Jesus groaned in spirit and 
was troubled at the death 
of His beloved friend. He 
asked, “Where have ye laid 
his body?” and He wept over 
him. When He drew nigh to 
the tomb, He commanded 
that they remove the stone, 
and He lifted up His eyes, 
and giving thanks to God the 
Father, He cried out with a 
loud voice, “Lazarus, come 

forth.” And he that had been dead 
four days came forth immediately, 
bound hand and foot with the grave 
clothes, and Jesus said to those 
standing there, “Loose him, and let 
him go.” This is the supernatural 
wonder wrought by the Saviour that 
we celebrate on this day.

According to an ancient tradition, 
it is said that Lazarus was thirty 
years old when the Lord raised him; 
then he lived another thirty years 
on Cyprus and there reposed in 
the Lord. It is furthermore related 
that after he was raised from the 
dead, he never laughed till the end 
of his life, but that once only, when 
he saw someone stealing a clay 

vessel, he smiled and said, “Clay 
stealing clay.” His grave is situated 
in the city of Kition, having the 
inscription: “Lazarus the four days 
dead and friend of Christ.” In 890 
his sacred relics were transferred to 
Constantinople by Emperor Leo the 
Wise, at which time undoubtedly 
the Emperor composed his stichera 
for Vespers, “Wishing to behold the 
tomb of Lazarus . . .”

Apolytikion of Lazarus Saturday

First  Tone

O Christ our God, before Your 
Passion, You raised Lazarus from 
the dead to confirm the common 
Resurrection for all. Therefore, we 
carry the symbols of victory as did 
the youths, and we cry out to You, 
the victor over death, “Hosanna 
in the highest. Blessed is He who 
comes in the name of the Lord. “

Kontakion of Lazarus Saturday

Second Tone

Christ, everyone’s joy, the truth, 
the light, life, the resurrection of 
the world, has by His goodness 
appeared to those on earth. He is 
the archetype of the resurrection, 
granting divine forgiveness to all.

Courtesy of the Orthodox Archdiocese of America  www.goarch.org
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Palm Sunday April 13 

Reading

On Sunday, five days before the 
Passover of the Law, the Lord 
came from Bethany to Jerusalem. 
Sending two of His disciples to 
bring Him a foal of an ass, He 
sat thereon and entered into the 
city. When the multitude there 
heard that Jesus was coming, they 
straightway took up the branches 
of palm trees in their hands, 
and went forth to meet Him. 
Others spread their garments on 
the ground, and yet others cut 

branches from the 
trees and strewed 
them in the way 
that Jesus was to 
pass; and all of them 
together, especially 
the children, went 
before and after 
Him, crying out: 
“Hosanna: Blessed is 
He that cometh in the 
Name of the Lord, the 
King of Israel” (John 
12:13). This is the 
radiant and glorious 
festival of our Lord’s 
entry into Jerusalem 
that we celebrate 
today.

The branches of the palm trees 
symbolize Christ’s victory over 
the devil and death. The word 
Hosanna means “Save, I pray,” or 
“Save, now.” The foal of an ass, and 
Jesus’ sitting thereon, and the fact 
that this animal was untamed and 
considered unclean according 
to the Law, signified the former 
uncleanness and wildness of the 
nations, and their subjection 
thereafter to the holy Law of the 
Gospel.

Apolytikion of Palm Sunday

Fourth Tone

O Christ, Our God, we have been 
Buried with You through Baptism, 
and by Your Resurrection made 
worthy of Life immortal. Praising 
You, we cry out, “Hosanna in the 
highest, blessed is He who comes 
in the name of the Lord.”

Kontakion of Palm Sunday

Plagal of the Second Tone

In Heaven, He is seated upon a 
Throne and on earth He rides 
upon a foal. O Christ our God, 
accept the praise of the Angels 
and the hymn of the Children 
who cry out to You, “Blessed are 
You who comes to recall Adam.”

Courtesy of the Orthodox Archdiocese of America  www.goarch.org
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Holy Friday April 18 

Reading 

When Friday dawned, Christ was sent 
bound from Caiaphas to Pontius Pilate, 
who was then Governor of Judea. Pilate 
interrogated Him in many ways, and 
once and again acknowledged that He 
was innocent, but to please the Jews, 
he later passed the sentence of death 
against Him. After scourging the Lord 
of all as though He were a runaway slave, 
he surrendered Him to be crucified.

Thus the Lord Jesus was handed over 
to the soldiers, was stripped of His 
garments, was clothed in a purple robe, 
was crowned with a wreath of thorns, 
had a reed placed in His hand as though 
it were a sceptre, was bowed before in 

mockery, was spat upon, and 
was buffeted in the face and 
on the head. Then they again 
clothed Him in His own 
garments, and bearing the 
cross, He came to Golgotha, 
a place of condemnation, 
and there, about the third 
hour, He was crucified 
between two thieves. 
Although both blasphemed 
Him at the first, the thief at 
His right hand repented, 
and said: “Remember me, 
O Lord, when Thou comest 
in Thy Kingdom,” to which 
our Saviour answered, 
“Today shalt thou be with 
Me in Paradise.” As He 
hung upon the Cross, He 
was blasphemed by those 
who were passing by, was 
mocked by the high priests, 

and by the soldiers was given vinegar to 
drink mixed with gall. About the ninth 
hour, He cried out with a loud voice, 
saying, “It is finished.” And the Lamb 
of God “Which taketh away the sin of 
the world” (John 1:29) expired on the 
day when the moon was full, and at 
the hour when, according to the Law, 
was slain the Passover lamb, which was 
established as a type of Him in the time 
of Moses.

Even lifeless creation mourned the 
death of the Master, and it trembled and 
was altered out of fear. Yet, even though 
the Maker of creation was already dead, 
they pierced Him in His immaculate 
side, and forthwith came there out 
Blood and Water. Finally, at about the 

setting of the sun, Joseph of Arimathea 
came with Nicodemus (both of them 
had been secret disciples of Jesus), and 
they took down the all-holy Body of the 
Teacher from the Cross and anointed 
it with aromatic spices, and wrapped it 
in a clean linen cloth. When they had 
buried Him in a new tomb, they rolled a 
great stone over its entrance.

Such are the dread and saving sufferings 
of our Lord Jesus Christ commemorated 
today, and in remembrance of them, 
we have received the Apostolic 
commandment that a fast be observed 
every Friday.

Apolytikion of Holy Friday
Plagal Of The First Tone

As the glorious disciples, in the washing 
of the feet, were enlightened, the 
profane Judas, ravaged by greed, was 
benighted. And to the lawless judges 
he surrenders You the just judge. 
Consider, you who love money, the one 
who hanged himself for the sake of it. 
Shun the insatiate heart that could dare 
such a deed against the Teacher. Lord, 
benevolent above all humans, glory to 
You.

Kontakion of Holy Friday
Plagal Of The Fourth Tone

Come, let us all praise Him Who was 
crucified for us. Mary beheld Him on 
the Tree and said, “Though You endure 
even the Cross, You are my Son and my 
God.”

Courtesy of the Orthodox Archdiocese of America  www.goarch.org
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Great and Holy Pascha April 20 

Reading

Mary Magdalene, and the other women who 
were present at the burial of our Saviour on 
Friday evening, returned from Golgotha to 
the city and prepared fragrant spices and 
myrrh, so that they might anoint the body 
of Jesus. On the morrow, because of the 
law which forbids work on the day of the 
Sabbath, they rested for the whole day. But 
at early dawn on the Sunday that followed, 
almost thirty-six hours since the death of 
the Life-giving Redeemer, they came to the 
sepulchre with the spices to anoint His body. 
While they were considering the difficulty of 
rolling away the stone from the door of the 
sepulchre, there was a fearful earthquake; 
and an Angel, whose countenance shone 

like lightning and whose 
garment was white as snow, 
rolled away the stone and 
sat upon it. The guards 
that were there became as 
dead from fear and took to 
flight. The women, however, 
went into the sepulchre, 
but did not find the Lord’s 
body. Instead, they saw 
two other Angels in the 
form of youths clothed in 
white, who told them that 
the Saviour was risen, and 
they sent forth the women, 
who ran to proclaim to the 
disciples these gladsome 
tidings. Then Peter and 
John arrived, having learned 
from Mary Magdalene what 
had come to pass, and when 
they entered the tomb, they 
found only the winding 
sheets. Therefore, they 

returned again to the city with joy, as heralds 
now of the supernatural Resurrection of 
Christ, Who in truth was seen alive by the 
disciples on this day on five occasions.

Our Lord, then, was crucified, died, and was 
buried on Friday, before the setting of the 
sun, which was the first of His “three days” 
in the grave; observing the mystical Sabbath, 
that “seventh day” in which it is said that 
the Lord “rested from all His works” (Gen. 
2:2-3), He passed all of Saturday in the 
grave; and He arose “while it was yet dark, 
very early in the morning” on Sunday, the 
third day, which, according to the Hebrew 
reckoning, began after sunset on Saturday.

As we celebrate today this joyous 
Resurrection, we greet and embrace one 
another in Christ, thereby demonstrating our 
Saviour’s victory over death and corruption, 
and the destruction of our ancient enmity 
with God, and His reconciliation toward 
us, and our inheritance of life everlasting. 
The feast itself is called Pascha, which is 
derived from the Hebrew word which 
means “passover”; because Christ, Who 
suffered and arose, has made us to pass over 
from the curse of Adam and slavery to the 
devil and death unto our primal freedom 
and blessedness. In addition, this day of 
this particular week, which is the first of 
all the rest, is dedicated to the honour of 
the Lord; in honour and remembrance of 
the Resurrection, the Apostles transferred 
to this day the rest from labour that was 
formerly assigned to the Sabbath of the 
ancient Law.

Apolytikion of Great and Holy Pascha
Plagal Of The First Tone

Christ is risen from the dead, by death, 
trampling down upon death, and to those 
in the tombs He has granted life.

Kontakion of Great and Holy Pascha
Plagal Of The Fourth Tone

Though You went down into the tomb, You 
destroyed Hades’ power, and You rose the 
victor, Christ God, saying to the myrrh-
bearing women, “Hail!” and granting peace 
to Your disciples, You who raise up the 
fallen.

Courtesy of the Orthodox Archdiocese of America  www.goarch.org
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Prot. No. 88/2025 

Archiepiscopal Encyclical on Greek Independence Day 
March 25, 2025 
 

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, 
the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools, 
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the Christ-
named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America: 

The New Creation revealed the Creator by showing Himself to us whom He created ….  
(Akathist Hymn, Third Stasis, N) 

 
Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

The “New Creation” that we celebrate every March 25th is both a spiritual and a political 
reality for Orthodox Christians of Greek descent, for Philhellenes around the world, and indeed 
for every human being. What occurred within the Ever-Virgin’s womb is nothing less than the 
re-creation of the human race and, through us as God’s chosen stewards, the entirety of the 
created cosmos. And what occurred in 1821 within the hearts and minds of Greek patriots, is 
nothing less than the re-creation of a Nation, to which we – as stewards – owe a debt of 
responsibility and fidelity. 

 
The Annunciation of the Theotokos was perfected by the exercise of her freedom on behalf 

of every man, woman, and child who would ever live. And the Revolution of 1821, an 
astonishing exercise of liberty, led to the independence and ultimate rebirth of Hellas. The 
former was a Divine Act enabled by a human being; the la]er, a human endeavor empowered 

!"##$%&"'(&)&*%+",()-&,#.#%&/%+0#"-,+!!
+",(#1-.,&1+2%#3,4,2-,+2!!

2 

by a Divine Hand. In both, there was the grace of a Virgin Full-of-Grace, a young girl who 
incarnated the best of our aspirations to freedom, and was the Vessel of the Incarnation of God. 

 
Let us never forget our Virgin Champion who manifests what it means to be truly free in 

God. And let us never the forget the Immortal Heroes of 1821, whose sacrifices showed the world 
what it means to fight and overcome tyranny, and to protect, defend, and prosper the People of 
Greece. Let us always choose to be that New Creation in Christ. 

 
Long live 1821! Long live Democracy! Long live Greece! 

 

With paternal love in Christ, 

 
† ELPIDOPHOROS 

Archbishop of America 
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ΙΕΡΑ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΗ ΑΜΕΡΙΚΗΣ 
ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΙΚΗ ΕΓΚΥΚΛΙΟΣ 

Ἀριθµ. Πρωτ.: 88/2025 
Ἀρχιεπισκοπικὴ Ἐγκύκλιος γιὰ τὴν ἐθνικὴ ἑορτὴ τῆς 25ης Μαρτίου. 

25 Μαρτίου 2025 

Πρὸς τοὺς Σεβασµιωτάτους καὶ Θεοφιλεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τοὺς Εὐλαβεστάτους 
Ἱερεῖς καὶ Διακόνους, τὶς Πρεσβυτέρες καὶ τὶς Διακόνισσες, τοὺς Μοναχοὺς καὶ τὶς 
Μοναχές, τοὺς Προέδρους καὶ τὰ Μέλη τῶν Κοινοτικῶν Συµβουλίων, τοὺς 
Ἐντιµολογιωτάτους Ἄρχοντες τοῦ Οἰκουµενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου, τὰ µέλη τῆς Ἡγεσίας τῶν 
100, τὰ Ἡµερήσια καὶ Ἀπογευµατινὰ Σχολεῖα, τὶς Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τὴ Νεολαία, 
τὶς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καὶ ὁλόκληρο τὸ Χριστεπώνυµο πλήρωµα τῆς Ἱερᾶς 
Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀµερικῆς. 

 
«Νέαν ἔδειξε κτίσιν, ἐµφανίσας ὁ Κτίστης, ἡµῖν τοῖς ὑπ᾽ αὐτοῦ γενοµένοις» 

(Ἀκάθιστος Ὕµνος, Στάσις Γ´, Ν). 
 

Προσφιλεῖς ἀδελφοὶ καὶ ἀδελφὲς ἐν Χριστῷ,  

 Ἡ «καινὴ κτίσις» ποὺ ἑορτάζουµε κάθε 25η Μαρτίου εἶναι ταυτοχρόνως καὶ πνευµατικὴ 
καὶ πολιτικὴ πραγµατικότητα γιὰ τοὺς ὀρθοδόξους χριστιανοὺς ἑλληνικῆς καταγωγῆς, 
ἀλλὰ καὶ γιὰ τοὺς ἀνὰ τὸν κόσµο φιλέλληνες, καὶ γιὰ κάθε ἄνθρωπο. Ὅ,τι συνέβη στὴ 
µήτρα τῆς ἀειπαρθένου δὲν εἶναι τίποτε λιγότερο ἀπὸ τὴν ἀναδηµιουργία τοῦ ἀνθρωπίνου 
γένους καί, µέσῳ ἡµῶν τῶν χριστιανῶν ὡς οἰκονόµων τοῦ Θεοῦ, ὁλοκλήρου τοῦ κόσµου. 
Ὅ,τι συνέβη τὸ 1821 µὲ τὴ γενναιότητα καὶ τὴν αὐτοθυσία τῶν ἑλλήνων πατριωτῶν δὲν 
εἶναι τίποτε ἄλλο παρὰ ἡ ἀναγέννηση τοῦ ἔθνους µας, πρὸς τὸ ὁποῖο ἔχουµε χρέος εὐθύνης 
γιὰ τὴ συνέχειά του. 

 Ὁ Εὐαγγελισµὸς τῆς Θεοτόκου ἐπιτελέσθηκε µὲ τὴν ἐλεύθερη βούληση καὶ 
συγκατάθεση τῆς Παναγίας µας, ἡ ὁποία ἐκπροσωπεῖ κάθε ἄνδρα, γυναίκα καὶ παιδὶ ἀπὸ 
τὴν ἀρχὴ ἕως τῆς συντελείας τοῦ κόσµου. Καὶ ἡ ἐπανάσταση τοῦ 1821 ἀποτέλεσε µία 

 2 

συγκλονιστικὴ πράξη ἐλευθερίας, καθὼς ὁδήγησε στὴν ἀνεξαρτησία καὶ τὴν ἀναγέννηση 
τῆς πατρίδας µας Ἑλλάδας. Ἡ πρώτη πράξη ἦταν θεία βούληση, ποὺ ἐπιτεύχθηκε µὲ τὴ 
συνεργασία τοῦ ἀνθρώπου· ἡ δεύτερη πράξη ἦταν ἀνθρώπινη προσπάθεια, ποὺ 
ἐνισχύθηκε ἀπὸ τὸ χέρι τοῦ Θεοῦ. Καὶ στὶς δύο περιπτώσεις, τὸ πρόσωπο τῆς ἀειπαρθένου 
κεχαριτωµένης νεαρῆς Παναγίας µας ἦταν παρὸν ὡς τὸ κατ᾽ ἐξοχὴν σκεῦος ἐκλογῆς τοῦ 
Θεοῦ, ἐνσαρκώνοντας τὰ ὑψηλότερα ὄνειρά µας γιὰ ἐλευθερία. 

 Ἀς µὴ ξεχνοῦµε ποτὲ τὴν ἀειπάρθενο προστάτιδά µας, ἡ ὁποία µᾶς δείχνει τί σηµαίνει 
νὰ εἶναι κανεὶς πραγµατικὰ ἐλεύθερος µὲ τὸ Θεό. Καὶ ἂς µὴ ξεχάσουµε ποτὲ τοὺς 
ἀθάνατους ἥρωες τοῦ 1821, ποὺ µὲ τὶς θυσίες τους ἔδειξαν στὸν κόσµο τὸ τί σηµαίνει νὰ 
πολεµᾶς καὶ νὰ νικᾶς τὴν τυραννία, νὰ προστατεύεις, νὰ ὑπερασπίζεσαι καὶ νὰ ὁδηγεῖς 
στὴν πρόοδο τὸν ἑλληνικὸ λαό. Ἂς ἔχουµε λοιπὸν κι ἐµεῖς ὡς στόχο νὰ γίνουµε «καινὴ 
κτίσις ἐν Χριστῷ». 

 

Ζήτω τὸ 1821! Ζήτω ἡ δηµοκρατία! Ζήτω ἡ Ἑλλάδα! 

  

† ὁ Ἀµερικῆς Ἐλπιδοφόρος 
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Diaconate Ordination
Father Deacon Anargyros Stakias
The Diaconate ordination of Fr. Deacon Anargyros Stakias. May he always be worthy of 
his ordination. Aξιος, Άξιος, Άξιος. Congratulations and may our Lord continue to bless 
him in his new Ministry serving in our Lords Vineyard.
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Sunday of Orthodoxy
Sunday of Orthodoxy and the procession of the Holy Icons, and the Lenten 
Meal that the parishioners enjoyed during the Feast for the day.

Father Michael with our parish 
chanters Herman and Rita.
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St. Demetrios
Happenings
A Special General Assembly held on Sunday, March 16th. The main topic for the Assembly was to vote on the construction 
of the new roof for the cultural center and the church. The motion to accept the proposal and the bids where accepted by 
the members of the Assembly. God bless the members of the parish council and everyone who participated in the Assembly.

Floral 
arrangemnts 
by Melpomene 
Daglis and 
Irene Sheets 
(shown).

The Very Rev. Fr. Bartholomew Mercado received his Doctorate Degree in Thelology. He received it in Italy.
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Greek Independence 
Day Celebration
The children of St. Demetrios attended  the 25th of March program at City Hall in N. Wildwood, New Jersey. The Mayor of 
N. Wildwood also was with the group celebrating the March 25th program and was honored for his retirement as Mayor.
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Greek School 
Independence Day Celebration

The children of St. Demetrios 
celebrated the 25th of March Greek 
Independence Day with performances 
and dancing. The event was followed 
by a reception.

Mr. George Plamantouras received an 
award for his 10th anniversary as a 
St. Demetrios Greek School teacher.
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Procession of the 
Holy Cross
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Mrs. Jamie Street was Chrismated as Dimitra on Sunday, March 9, 2025. 
Her sponsor was Mrs. Dimitra Mercado. 

St. Demetrios Happenings

Jamie witht her family 
after the Chrismation.



GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY | 20

Issue 21  |  April 2025

St. Demetrios Happenings

Congratulations to Christos Bilios of our parish and his coaches 
and teammates on winning their street hockey championship 

game!  Christos' father Nikolas, his mother Dina, and brother 
Yianni celebrated with him.

Angel Bilios' soccer team received their Championship 
trophy and medals after beating the number one team 
over all by 6 to 1. Congratulations to the coaches and 
team players for a job well done!

Angel proudly presents the championship trophy. 
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SAVE THE DATE 

2025 Greek Orthodox 
Metropolis of New Jersey 

Clergy Laity Assembly and Philoptochos 
Convention 

Tuesday, April 29, 2025

The Waterfall 
3416 Philadelphia Pike 

Claymont, DE 19703 

More information will be forthcoming. 



GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY | 23

Issue 21  |  April 2025



GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY | 24

Issue 21  |  April 2025

Liturgical Calendar
APRIL 2025 LITURGICAL PROGRAM 

Friday, April 4:		  The Akathist Hymn  6:00 pm 

Sunday, April 6:	 Fifth Sunday of Lent (St. Mary of Eygpt)  Orthros 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 10:00 am 

Saturday, April 12:	 Saturday of Lazaros  Orthros 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 9:30 am 

Sunday, April 13:	 PALM SUNDAY  Orthros 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 10:00 am 

(Liturgical Schedule for Holy Week Services) 

Palm Sunday Evening:	 Bridegroom Service 6:00 pm 

Monday, April 14:	 Holy Monday Bridegroom Service  6:00 pm 

Tuesday, April 15:	 Holy Tuesday Bridegroom Service  6:00 pm 

Wednesday, May 16:	 Holy Wednesday Presanctified Liturgy  9:00 am 

Holy Wednesday Evening: Holy Unction Service  6:00 pm 

Thursday, April 17:	 Vesperal Liturgy (The Last Supper with Christ) The washing of the Apostles Feet) 

			   This service will begin at 9:00 am 

Holy Thursday Evening: The Reading of the Twelve Gospels  7:00 pm 

Friday, April 18:	 Holy Friday Morning The Royal Hours  9:00 am 

Holy Friday Afternoon service:	The Apokathelosis Service (Taking down the Body of Christ from the Cross) 

			   This service will begin at 2:00 pm 

Holy Friday Evening:	 The Lamentation service of Christ  7:00 pm 

Saturday, April 19:	 Holy Saturday First Resurrection Service Vesperal Liturgy  9:00 am 

Saturday Evening:	 Holy Saturday Evening Resurrection Service - This service will begin at 11:00 pm 

Pascha Vigil Service:	 (Outside) 12:00 Midnight. After this evening service, we will go into the Church 

			   to Celebrate the Orthros and Divine Liturgy.

Sunday, April 20:	 The Agape Vespers:  HOLY PASCHA (Easter) 11:00 am

In memory - In honor
Please contact the church at 609-522-0152 or email 

frmichaelstdemetrios@gmail.com with your memorial information 

and donation.
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CHRIST IS RISEN!!!  ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ ΑΝΕΣΤΗ!!!
CHRIST IS RISEN! TRULY HE IS RISEN! 

The most glorious proclamation throughout 
Christendom. Our Lord’s Resurrection is His promise 
and our HOPE of everlasting life for all of us who 
believe in Him.

As we commemorate the holiest day of the year 
let us recall the exemplary life of Jesus and His 
teachings which summon each of us to abide by His 
Word. During our Easter Liturgy as “Christos Anesti!” 
resounds, countless lit candles transform a darkened 
church into a sea of bright light; symbolic of our 
Savior’s Holy Resurrection leading us from darkness 
to His True Light and the HOPE of a new life. Thus, as 
the saying goes, the Greeks always had the perfect 
word for things. Easter Sunday is accurately referred 
to as “Lambri” - - Bright Sunday.” When greeting 
each other during the following weeks we Orthodox 
Christian exclaim the joyful “Christos Anesti, Alithos 
Anesti.” We are reminded that our Lord’s Resurrection 
is the affirmation of our faith in Christ and His fulfillment 
of eternal life - - the very essence of Christianity!

Let us note the significance of candles in our Orthodox 
Church: the candle that brightens our Easter morning, 
the candle that we light upon entering church, the 
candle we light in prayer in rememberance of saints 
and our deceased loved ones, in prayer for the 
well being of our loved ones who surround us. The 
candles that are always in the altar during services 
and accompany the Holy Gospel. Yes, as they burn 
their bright flames reaffirm our FAITH in our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.

At this time the author wishes to share with you, the 
reader, the story of the four candles:

Four candles burned slowly, the ambiance so soft you 
could almost hear them talking. 
The first candle said: “I am PEACE!” “The world is full 
of anger and fighting. Nobody can keep me lit.”
Then the flame of Peace went out completely. 
The second candle said: “I am FAITH! I am no longer 
indispensable. It doesn’t make sense that I stay lit 
another moment.” Just then a breeze softly blew 
Faith’s flame.
Sadly the third candle began to speak: “I am LOVE! 
People don’t understand my importance so they 
simply put me aside. They even forget to love, those 
who are nearest to them.” And waiting no longer 
Love’s flame went out.
Suddenly a child entered the room and saw the 
three unlit candles. “Why aren’t you burning? You’re 
supposed to stay lit till the end.”
Then the fourth candle answered: “Don’t be afraid. I 
am HOPE! While I am still burning we can re-light the 
other candles.” With shining eyes the child took the 
candle of HOPE and lit the other candles.

The Greatest of These is LOVE…..but the flame of 
HOPE should never go out of our life! With HOPE 
each of us can live with PEACE, FAITH, and LOVE.
As we light our very next candle and that of Easter 
Morning, let us remember what we may have heard 
the four candles telling us.

The following is a joyful Easter Poem 
by Στέφανο Μπολέτση

Χριστός Ανέστη, ω, τι χαρά!
Κάθε καρδιά σαν κρίνο ανοιγει στήν Αγάπη
Κι είναι όλα φως και καλωσύνης προσφορά
Κι είναι ψυχές πανάλαφρες λες κι έχουν
κάτασπρα φτερά!
Χριστός Ανέστη!

Wishing you a Blessed Easter!  
ΚαλόΠασχα!

thoughts 
from
EVA LALLAS
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As we know our Greek culture is very rich as is the 
Greek language.  Through the ages from ancient to 
modern times parables and sayings have survived and 
are often found in today’s conversations.  We offer 
several of these each month and invite you to submit 
those that are familiar to you.

1.) Οι μικροί νά είχαν μπόϊ, θά τρώγανε τον κόσμο!
If those short in stature were tall, they would have (eaten) conquered the world!

The so-called Napoleonic complex!

2.) Αφρήζη ξαφρήζη, τον παρά μου έδωσα!
Whether it’s sudsy or not l paid for it!

Said of a customer who had ordered feta, and upon eating it found that it was a bar of soap.
No matter what, I paid for it and I’m stuck with it; so I’ll continue eating it.

Said of Greeks of a certain Greek island who are known for being cheap. (We will not identify the island.)

3.) Φτής την τραχιλιά σου!  Δάγκωσε την γλώσσα σου!
Bite your tongue!  To avoid saying something at this time. 

4.) Τα μάτια σου δέκα!
Have ten eyes! 

Be careful!  Be ever watchful!

5.) Το έξυπνο πουλί άπ την μήτι πιάνετε!
The so-called “ wise” bird can be caught by its beak!

No matter how alert and careful one is, he can sometime fall prey to a rather obvious scheme.

Let’s take a look at some common American phrases!

1.) Cut corners  -  -  do something cheaply

2.) Off the beaten track  -  -  unconventional

3.) Keep your fingers crossed -  -  hope for luck
      Χτύπα ξύλο -  -  knock on wood .  “.   “.   “

4.) Catch someone red handed  -  -  catch in the act

5.) Through thick and thin  -  -  during trying and good times

Greek
Corner
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upcoming events
JOY (Ages 8-10)  |  HOPE (Ages 3-7)
Two Saturdays per month

PHILOPTOCHOS
1st Sunday of every month after Divine Liturgy

GREEK SCHOOL
Every Friday night from 4:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Sponsor a Coffee 
Hour
Attention All Parishioners:

We have resumed the coffee 
hour following the Divine 
Liturgy on Sundays. Please 
consider sponsoring a coffee 
hour in memory of a loved one, for the health of your family, 
or in honor of our St. Demetrios Church.

Please call the office at 
609-522-0152 to schedule. Thank you.

St. Demetrios 
WEBSITE!

Check out St. Demetrios Church’s new website 
for a variety of information, stewardship and 
donations, bulletins and newsletters, links, and 
more! 

www.stdemetriosnewjersey.com

directory
Protopresbyter | Fr. Michael Pastrikos

Church Secretary | tbd

Parish Council: 
President | Nicholas D. Konides

Vice President | Dr. George Koumaras

Treasurer | Theodore Katsikaris

Secretary |� William Mitchell

Members of council:
Kosta Bilios

Spiro Kellis

George Mallous

George Tsiamis

George Papageorgiou

Sunday School | Sophia Kiniropoulos

Greek School | George Plamantouras

J.O.Y. | Fr. Michael Pastrikos

H.O.P.E. | Fr. Michael Pastrikos

Philoptochos | Dina Bilios

Chanters | Fotini Andy, Rita Efthimiou, Cathy Wolfe

Church: 1.609.522.0152 
321 St. Demetrios Ave,  North Wildwood, NJ 08260

stdemetriosnewjersey.com

*All submissions for the Koinonia must be 
received by the 20th of the month prior*
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donation opportunity
The Parish Council would like to bring to your attention the Golden Leaf Giving Tree. Very few 

have participated in this memorable way to create a lifetime tribute for generations to see 

and enjoy. Please take the time to view this lovely Giving Tree and consider displaying your 

family’s name, a remembrance of a loved one or an achievement. We would like to see the 

tree grow with more care and love!
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It’s through your contributions that we 

are able to carry on important work both 

spiritually and in our community.

Electronic Giving –is the way to go today.  

It is also a convenient, easy way to support 

St. Demetrios. 

By giving electronically you can:
• Give anywhere, anytime from your computer, cell phone or tablet.  

• Donate easily for special projects of the Church.

• Give towards your stewardship pledge or other donations such as memorial,   

   endowment and others. 

• Set up reoccurring or one time pledges and you will never need to worry if you 

   have your check book or cash on you.  VANCO will store your information.

• It is important to note that if you are using a credit card, you may be able to 

   accumulate rewards by your provider.

Show your support and try E-Giving through our VANCO QR Code (located 

below). Or you can find this code on our website under the DONATE  TAB  www.

stdemetriosnewjersey.com  and even easier…. There is a button that states “click 

here” that will take you directly to the VANCO page.  It is as simple as that. 

To use the QR code- open your camera on your phone 

and hover over the code.  The VANCO website will 

appear and then tap on it. 

Thank you for all you do to support our St. Demetrios 

family throughout the year.  May God bless you and 

keep you well and strong.

help us 
grow with
VANCO 
GIVING



GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY | 30

Issue 21  |  April 2025

GivePlus Powered By Vanco Payment Solutions

Support Our Church's  
Mission Through eGiving

• Give anytime, anywhere using your computer, tablet or mobile phone

• Make regular church offerings without writing a check or preparing envelopes

• Give in the moment with a fast, one-time donation

• Schedule recurring contributions so they arrive even when you can’t
attend services

• Pay for events and activities using your debit/credit card or
banking information

If you would like to give electronically, visit our website or contact the church office.
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Stewardship News
STEWARDSHIP PLEA 2023 

Dear Parishioner, 

We at Saint Demetrios are thankful to have you and your family here in our church. You are a vital part 
of our church community. Unfortunately, the Parish is in great need of your financial help!!   

Your financial support provides the foundation for our parish ministries and our efforts in meeting the 
challenge of spreading Christ’s Word and our Orthodox Faith.  

Stewardship also means more than just making a monetary donation. Stewardship is an opportunity to 
examine our priorities and values, to express our thankfulness, to give of ourselves and to grow in grace.   
It allows us to participate in the vineyard of our Lord.   Giving is not a substitute for commitment. It is an 
expression of your commitment.  

Please note there are several ways to pledge: besides printing this form, our Stewardship Pledge forms 
are also in the Narthex, you may complete one and give it to Parish Council Secretary, William Mitchell.  
He can also be contacted at 609-425-4000.  If you would like to mail your Stewardship Commitment, our 
mailing address is:   

St. Demetrios  
300 St Demetrios St 
North Wildwood NJ 08260  
 
If Stewardship payment has been made for 2023 please disregard this notice and except our gratitude.  
 
Please respond out of faith and love and help keep our church vibrant for many years to come.   This is 
YOUR CHURCH!  Please, if you have yet to send in your Stewardship, please do so now.  Remember 
the Church is not just here when you need it!  Its open every week!  If we don’t support the Church, 
who else will? 
 
 
Respectfully, 
Fr. Michael & The Stewardship Committee 
___________________________________Cut here _________________________________________ 
 
Please make checks payable to:  Saint Demetrios Church 
My Stewardship Commitment is   $__________ Year__________ 
Single/Individual $500.00 
Family $750.00 
 
Name:_______________________________________________________ 
 
Address:_____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:____________________________Email_____________________________________ 
 

2024
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Children’s Corner
Courtesy of Presvytera Alexandra HouckMore available on stdemetriosnewjersey.com!
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All Archons Are Encouraged To Duplicate This Flyer 
And Spread Throughout Their Churches

archons.org/sprouts

23

Notices
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Notices

Registration Opens February 2025Registration Opens February 2025

https://www.nj.goarch.org/camp-good-shepherd

908-301-0500

CAMP GOODCAMP GOOD
SHEPHERDSHEPHERD

More InformationMore Information

June 15 - 21, 2025 July 6-12, 2025 July 13 - 19, 2025

MarylandMaryland VirginiaVirginia New JerseyNew Jersey


