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thoughts from

FR. MICHAEL L. PASTRIKOS
PROTOPRESBYTER

-

WHAT DOES CHRISTMAS MEAN TO YOU?

I have wanted to write this article for a long time, but the
Christmas Spirit comes once a year! (Does it though!)
Before I begin, I wanted to give you a little background
on what "Christmas" should mean to all of us. Let's take
the word "Christmas” - if we break down the word Christ/
mas, we see that the word in English does not really tell us
that it is the birth of Christ. What it really means is that
Christ is with us, but if we take the word in Greek, "Xristou/
genna," we can define the word as truly the birth of Christ
or Nativity of the Lord. The Christmas season is such a
beautiful time of the year. Lights, candles, cold weather,
and snowflakes begin to decorate our streets. People begin
to decorate their homes, their businesses with colors of
Christmas. We have to ask ourselves a few questions?
"What does Christmas really me to me? "Was Christ born
the way the Bibles states? "Who is this Christ child, and why
should we believe in this wonderful story?" For one, these
questions are very dear to me, but on the other hand, very
difficult to answer. Whatever I tell you, it could be biased
because as your priest everyone knows where I will always
stand on issues like these.

But by balancing over these questions, everyone truly needs
to know "The truth about Christmas." During the celebration
of the Birth of our Lord, billions of people attend church
services somewhere in the world, celebrating this miraculous
event. Do you know that more people attend church during
the Christmas Holidays, than they do attending any sports
activity? People all over the world attend religious services
or activities during this Holiday, but do they really know
or have an idea why they attend these services. Why do
billions of people celebrate the Birth of Christ on December
25th? Many go to church out of tradition because our mom

or dad told us to. Some of us go out of guilt. Many of us go
to church out of habit, and many Christians don't attend
at all. Which category do you fall into? We should have a
message to all those people to remind them, (why we do
what we do). Why do we get out of bed to go to church?
Did you ever ask yourselves this question? Why do we go
to the great expense to build churches, halls, gymnasiums,
schools, and parking lots? What purpose is there for us to
do all of these things? My brothers and sisters, we do all
these things because of Christ. Let's not forget that cold
winter night 2,000 years ago on December 25th a Messiah
was born to bring redemption and salvation to the world.
If it wasn't for the Birth of Christ, it gives me no meaning
or purpose even to write this article. Tell all the Disciples,
John the Baptist, the Prophets, that the Birth of Christ is a
myth and not true. Tell the people who were healed of their
infirmities that Christ is a lie. Tell the tons of thousands who
gave their life for Him. To those who He changed their lives,
how can we erase historical events that happened and were
written before our time. But Jesus stated, "Blessed art those
who have not seen me and yet believe." There would be no
need for all these buildings we have, or the money that our
church accumulates throughout the year. We would not
need the people of the parish to bustle and hustle to put
out fundraisers and activities to keep our community alive.
None of the above would have been needed if it wasn't for
the Birth of our Lord. It's incredible to see that today in the
21st century 2000 years later, we are still talking about this
Christ child that was born of a Virgin Mother on Christmas
day. How could an event like this continue to wonder our
minds and thoughts, because I will tell you why? It is a true
happening, a real event that took place in history and that
we as Christians believe whole heartedly. Just open the New
Testament and you will find the chapters, which describe
this indescribable birth. (St. Matthew's Genealogy of the
Birth of Christ) Matthew chapters 1, 2. St. Luke's chapter 3,
verses 23-38 and chapter 2, verses 1-7. These chapters of the
Bible tell it all. It gives everyone the information and insight
of this true reality.

Then why is it that in today's society, we still have millions
and billions of people who do not believe in this event?
People always give the answer "If I don't see it with my own
eyes I will not believe." My brothers and sisters, we believe
in many things that we haven't seen in this world. It is
impossible to see or witness everything that happens in this
world that we live in. But in this Nativity of Christ, we can
name people who were true witnesses of this birth. We have
Joseph, Mary the mother of our Lord so how could a mother
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thoughts from

FR. MICHAEL L. PASTRIKOS
PROTOPRESBYTER CONTINUED...

forget the birth of her child. We have the wise men, the
shepherds who witnessed the birth of Christ in Bethlehem.
Ask the 14,000 children that were taken from their families
and were killed and slain by King Herod during the first two
years of His birth. The relics of those children still remain
as visible proof of what happened during the birth of the
Messiah, Jesus Christ. If we take the Old Testament, why do
the Jews believe in it? From the Book of Genesis until the
book of Malachi, why are these books true to their writings
and not the Books of the New Testament? That means that
we have a society that picks and chooses whatever they want
to believe. I could go on and on and give other references
that state the birth from the virgin the Book of Isaiah, and
the Book of Enoch, but this could continue to be written in
other newsletters as reference articles.

But getting back to the main topic of this article, in our
society, Christmas has a new meaning. We can see pictures
of a jolly old man with snow-white hair and a flowing
beard and today we call him "Santa Claus" or "Jolly old
St. Nicholas" or in the Greek Tradition "St. Basil." All the
children of the world are thrilled at the magical tale, as
"Santa Claus" becomes more real to our society than the
birth of Christ. By some strange coincidence, the idea of
Santa Claus developed in many countries and at the same
time was brought here to America by the first settlers, united
in an unprecedented manner with Santa Claus becoming
the symbol of Christmas and enlightening a whole world
of people to a new tradition. But what we should be
concentrating on is to bring a real tradition, returning to
the real spirit of Christmas, which is the birth of our Lord
Jesus Christ and the Savior of mankind. But today's world
thinks all together differently. We have taken religion out
of public schools. We have groups of people that want to
deny us the right to celebrate our Major Feast Days as a
nation. Commercialism has invaded the sanctity of one of
the most sacred feasts of Christendom. Today, Christmas
is celebrated not because of the birth of Christ, but more
so for financial reasons. They are using "Christmas" as a
financial market to gain billions of dollars. We have been
guided by them to follow a mistaken direction. When you
ask a child, "What do you want for Christmas?" they never
express the thought of worshipping and glorifying God.

What they always express, I want the most expensive gift or
toy that is on the market. We as parents are not teaching our
children what Christmas truly means, we are showing them
what they can make out of this Christmas moment. What
we need to teach our children is that Christ and the Church
should be the center of their lives. When we worship our
Lord, we are simply building a lifelong relationship and we
are centering and building a life around God. God didn't
put us on this earth to live a self-centered life. He didn't
put us here for our own personal benefits. He put us on this
earth for His benefit. We exit for God and not vise-versa.

How do we know that God exists? Its real simple ..... Just
stop worrying. If we stop worrying about everything, we put
a stop to all those problems that can destroy us. That's the
whole interpretation about the Birth of Christ. Since Christ
is in our midst, why worry about non essentials things...
because they haven't gotten us anywhere in life. When we
cast out Christ from our lives, then our careers, family and
our money become the center of our lives. So every time
we start worrying about something then we take our focus
away from God. The Bible says: in Matthew 22-37 "Love the
Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind." This is
the first and greatest Commandment. This means that the
most important thing in life is to know and love God. But
how can we know Him if we don't take an active role in
coming to church to worship and glorify Him. We always
find a way to do everything else that doesn't concern Christ
and the Church. I hope and pray that during this Holiday
Season that we come back to follow our Christian Orthodox
Traditions. That we attend church with our families during
the Christmas Holidays. This is the only way to experience
that Christ is truly in our midst and that He is the center
of our lives. That's what Christmas truly means to me. To
begin a more genuine relationship with Christ and to live
our remaining years upon this earth as His true warriors
and defenders of the faith.

May God Bless everyone and may you have a
wonderful and blessed Christmas.

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY | 3



INTRODUCTION

The Feast of the Nativity of Jesus is one of the
most joyful days of the Orthodox Church.
It ranks next to the greatest holiday, the
Resurrection of Jesus. The Feast of the Birth
of Jesus is also known as the “Incarnation
of Christ” This means that Jesus became a
man and came into the world to save us. We
also refer to this joyous feast as Christmas.

BiBLICAL STORY

The story of the Nativity of Christ is
beautifully told in the Holy Scriptures.
The story is found in Matthew 1:18-25 and
in Luke 2:1-20. No matter how often the
Birth of Jesus is told, we realize that it is an
important event.

As the story is told by the Apostles, the
Roman Empire was powerful. The Romans
had conquered much of the then known
world. Judea and Samaria, what we know
today as Israel, were included in their
conquests. Emperor Augustus ordered
that a census be taken in all his lands. He
needed to know how many people lived in
the empire so he could tax them. Everyone
had to go to the town of their family’s origin
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to register for the census. This meant that
Mary and Joseph had to go to Bethlehem.
They were descendants of King David and
Bethlehem was the City of David.

Mary and Joseph lived in Nazareth and
it was a great distance from Bethlehem.
It was about 100 miles over very rugged
roads. Moreover, Mary was expecting the
baby and it was almost time for her to give
birth. Bethlehem was a small town and
there were many descendants of David
who had come to register for the census.
By the time Mary and Joseph arrived in
Bethlehem there was no place for them to
stay. Joseph tried very hard to find a place
to sleep that evening. There was no room
at the inn. Finally, Joseph found a cave-like
place where they could rest. This place was
used by shepherds to protect their sheep
in stormy weather. It was here that Mary
gave birth to Jesus. The baby was wrapped
in swaddling clothes and laid in the straw
in the manger.

Now, that night the shepherds were out in
the fields guarding their sheep. Suddenly,
there was a bright light which startled the
shepherds. The light was so bright that it
turned the night into daylight. Of course,
the shepherds were frightened. Nothing
such as this had ever happened. Soon an
angel appeared and calmed them. The
angel said:

“Fear not for behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people. For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior; which is Christ the
Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you: You
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger” (Luke 2:11-12).

Then a larger group of angels appeared.
They praised and glorified God and sang,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, and good will toward men” (Luke
2:14). When the angels finished singing,
they disappeared and the light began to
fade. It became dimmer and dimmer until
it was dark again. The shepherds were
awed. They didn't know what to do. Finally,
they decided to leave their flocks of sheep

and go to Bethlehem. They decided that
they wanted to see for themselves what the
angels had told them. When they got to
Bethlehem, they found Mary, Joseph, and
the infant Jesus. They fell to their knees and
adored Jesus.

Some Wise Men came from the East for
they knew of the coming of Jesus. They
had seen a star that told them that a new
king had been born to the Jews. They
followed the star and were looking for the
child. At this time the governor of Judea
was King Herod. He was a wicked man
and was feared and hated by the people.
When Herod heard about the Wise Men
looking for the child, he invited them to
his palace. Herod asked the Wise Men to
find the child so that he, too, could worship
Him. But Herod was lying. He did not
want anyone to take his place. The Wise
Men went on to look for Jesus. The Star led
them to Jesus and Mary. When the Wise
Men found Jesus, they fell to their knees
and worshipped Him. They gave Jesus
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The
Wise Men left but did not return to Herod.
They had a dream that warned them that
Herod wanted to harm Jesus. Instead,
they returned to their native country by a
different route.

IcoN OF THE FEAST

The icon of the Nativity tells the story
of Christs birth from the Scriptures.
It also shows that all creation is taking
part in Christs birth. The angels give
thanks with their song; the heavens give
the star; the Wise Men give their gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The poor,
humble shepherds give their praise and
amazement; the earth gives the cave, and
humanity gives the Virgin.

This Holy Icon is an icon with many
scenes. First, it stresses the importance of
the Theotokos, the Mother of Jesus. She is
placed in the center and is the largest figure
in the icon.

CONTINUED...
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Jesus Christ

CONTINUED...

In this icon, she is kneeling with crossed
arms, looking at the Christ child. The three
stars, denoting her virginity before, during,
and after the Nativity, are on her garments.
The Christ Child, in the center of the icon,
is in swaddling clothes and is lying in the
manger. In the background is the dark cave
where He was born. In the cave are an ox
and a donkey guarding the newborn Babe.
Even though the Gospels say nothing of
the cave, this information is from Holy
Tradition. Neither do the Gospels speak of
the ox and the donkey, but all icons of the
Nativity include these animals. Including
the animals in the icon fulfills the prophecy
of Isaiah 1:3, “The ox knows his master,
and the donkey his master’s crib; but Israel
does not know me, and the people have not
regarded me” The long ray of light from
the star points directly to the cave. This ray
comes from the star and travels to all parts
of the world. It teaches that this bright
star is an astronomical happening, and is
a messenger from heaven announcing the
birth of Jesus.

On the left hand side of the icon is another
scene. The Wise Men, who were led by the
star, are riding horses to bring their gifts
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh to Jesus.
The Wise Men are of various ages. One
is without a beard. In those days, young
men did not wear beards. The other Wise
Man has long hair and a long beard, which
indicates that he is much older. These
details teach that regardless of age and
appearance, the Good News was given to
each and everyone.

Opposite the Wise Men is the scene with
the humble shepherds. An angel proclaims
the glad tidings. A young shepherd plays
a reed instrument. This scene reveals that
the music of the humans was added to
the hymn of the angels. Across from the
shepherd’s scene is the heavenly choir of
angels. They are giving glory to God. The
angels serve two purposes in the Nativity
of Christ. They give glory to God and
announce the good news to all mankind.

The background shows a very rugged
terrain. This is not a true representation of
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the land in this area. Joseph could not find
room in Bethlehem, so they went outside of
Bethlehem to a cave. This rocky mountain
formation only serves as a background for
the event.

In the lower part of the icon are two more
scenes. In the right hand corner are the two
women Joseph brought to take care of the
Christ child. They are bathing Him just as
any baby is bathed. The humanity of Jesus
is clearly shown in this setting.

Opposite the bathing of Jesus scene sits a
sad and worried Joseph. He is not part of
the central group the Christ Child and the
Theotokos. Joseph is not the natural father.
Joseph is troubled and despondent. There is
an old man talking to Joseph. The old man
is Satan. Satan can appear in many forms.
Here he is as an old man who is tempting
Joseph and disturbing him. Satan is telling
Joseph that virgin birth is impossible. He’s
telling Joseph that he’s a fool if he believes
this. This story comes to us from Holy
Tradition. The sad Joseph shows us not
only his personal predicament but the
dilemma of all mankind the difficulty of
accepting that which is “beyond words or
reason.”

The tree, which is in the middle of the
lower part of the icon, is a symbol of the
Tree of Jesse. This tree refers to Isaiah
11:1-2, “But a shoot shall sprout from the
stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud
shall blossom. The spirit of the Lord shall
rest upon Him” King David was often
mentioned as the son of Jesse and Jesus was
from the House of David.

The Holy Icon of the Nativity
reminds one to praise and
glorify the Birth of Christ. The
celebration of Christmas each
year serves to remind each
and everyone of us that Christ
came for you and me.

THE ORTHODOX CELEBRATION
OF THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY

As with Pascha, or Easter, the Feast of
the Nativity begins with a period of
preparation. It is proceeded by a fast
corresponding to Lent and lasting for forty
days. The fast begins on November 15.

On the Sundays immediately before
December 25, special commemorations
emphasize the link between the Old
Covenant and the New. On December
20 the Forefeast of the Nativity is
commemorated, and the daily liturgical
texts are directed toward the Feast itself.
On Christmas Eve, services include the
Great or Royal Hours, the Great Vespers,
and the Liturgy of Saint Basil.

On  Christmas Day the service
commemorates the birth of Christ in
Bethlehem, the adoration of the Shepherds,
and the arrival of the Wise Men with their
gifts. The service held on this day is the
Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom.

The days following Christmas are
associated with the Theotokos and Joseph.
December 26 is the Synaxis of the Mother
of God, and the first Sunday after the Feast
commemorates “Joseph the Betrothed”
December 29 commemorates the Massacre
of the Innocents, and January 1 the
Circumcision of our Lord. The Nativity
season concludes on December 31, but
the spirit of the festival extends to the
celebration of Theophany (Epiphany), the
feast commemorating the Baptism of our
Lord in the Jordan River.
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St. Demetrios Happenings
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WA r e ks vl RN ‘I s “a Celebrating the St. Demetrios
: & R SUSL =— P g W% | Ladies Philoptochos Society on
Philoptochos Sunday.

Bill Mitchell speaking on the
subject of Stewardship. Nick
Konides also spoke on the issue.
Bill and Nick are members of the
Stewardship Committee.

Cathy Wolfe speaking on the
subject of Stewardship.

We celebrated Stewardship Sunday
followed with a Luncheon.

STEWARDSHIP

— AT —
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St. Demetrios Happenings

Father Bartholomew
and his family

visit St. Demetrios
Chruch.

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY | 7



Issue 17 | December 2024

i

The youth of St. Demetrios
enjoying a night of bowling with
Father Michael.
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Liturgical Calendar

Sunday, December 1: 14th Sunday of St. Matthew
Orthros 9:00 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

Sunday, December 8: 10th Sunday of St. Matthew
Orthros 9:00 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

Sunday, December 15: 11th Sunday of St. Matthew
Orthros 9:00 am Divine Liturgy 10:00

Sunday, December 22: Sunday before the Nativity of Christ
Orthros 9:00 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

Tuesday Evening, December 24: Christmas Eve Service 7:00 pm

There will no Church services on Monday morning since we celebrated the
Birth of Christ in the evening hours.

Sunday, December 29: Sunday before the Feast of Epiphany
Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10am

On behalf of the Parish Council, Fr. Michael, Presvytera Dimitra, the Church Staff,
and the entire family of our Community, we would like to wish everyone in the Parish a
"MERRY CHRISTMAS" AND A "HAPPY NEW YEAR" FILLED WITH MUCH
LOVE, JOY, HAPPINESS, HEALTH, AND PROSPERITY.

Dear [mm’sh toners,

During this time of giving and good-
will, please remember St. Demetrios
church. Our church velies on donations

for keep our doors opens and our
programs running. Any amount helps!

We azpprecmte our [mm’shioners and
wish everyone a Blessed Christmas and
New Years!
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 392/2024
Archepiscopal Encyclical for National Philoptochos Sunday

November 17, 2024

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and
Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils,
Honorable Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100,
the Day and Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek
Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the
Holy Archdiocese of America:

Go, and do likewise. (Luke 10:37)
Beloved sisters and brothers in Christ,

On this National Philoptochos Sunday, when we remember the parable of
the “Good Samaritan” that was read last Sunday, let us take inspiration from the
final words that the Lord addresses to the lawyer who was trying to best Him in
an argument. “Go, and do likewise,” the Lord said to him, and to all of us. Be
merciful! Show compassion! And this is the essence of what it means to be part of
Philoptochos.

Our National Philoptochos Societies, with tens of thousands of sisters who
labor with love on behalf of others, have learned this lesson well from our Lord
and Savior. The core value of their various ministries is to follow the example of
the Samaritan and to extend God’s mercy and compassion to anyone who is in
need.
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Let us support them in their service to our fellow brothers and sisters,
knowing that they fulfill a great need in the world. They have taken the word of
the Lord to heart. And although we might not be able to be in the trenches with
them, we can offer them the resources they require to “go and do likewise.” In this
way, we join with them, with the Samaritan of the Gospel, and with our Lord
Himself in the redemption of the world.

With paternal love in Christ,

7/0‘ uzornys §>%§03

1 ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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1922-2022

IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHX
APXIEIIIXKOIIIKH ETKYKAIOX

ApOu. ITpwr.: 392/2024

Agxtermuokomuikt) EyxvkAiog yia trjv Kvgrakr) ¢ 'EOviknc @ilontwyxov
AdeAotnTo..
17 NoepBotov 2024

[Toog mtovg XePaopiwtdtovg kat Oeo@uleotdtovg AQXLEQELS, TOLG
EvAafeotdrtoug Tepeic kat Awaxdvoug, tig IlpeoPutépec kal tic Alakoviooeg,
toUG Movaxovug kat tic Movaxég, touvg ITpoédpovg katl taa MéAN twv Kowotikawv
YvupovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoywrtatovg  Agxovteg tov  OlKOUHEVIKOU
[Tatowxpxetov, tax péAN ¢ Hyeolag twv 100, ta Hueponowx kat Amoyevpativo
LxoAeia, tic Pdomttwyovg AdeApotnteg, 1) NeoAaia, tic EAANVoeO00d0Eeg
Opyavawoelg kat 0AOKANEo 10 Xpwotemwvupo mANowpa g Tepag

AQxLlemoKOTG AHEQIKNG.

«ITopevov kat ov molet dpoiwe» (Aovka 10:37).

[Tooo@iAeic adeApol kat adeApég év XoLotw,

‘H onueowrn Kvguakn eivat aglepwpévn oty ‘EOvikr) pag PAomttwxo
AdeApotta kad, evkalag dobelong, ac Eavabuvunbovue v TaEoBoAr) Tov
«KaAov Zapageitn», 1] onola dixPaoctnke v mepaopévn Kvouakn. e avt)
Vv tapaBoAr), 6 Koplog dmevOvvetal mEog KATIOLO VOULIKO, O OTIOLOG TOV QWTAEL
VWX T 0wTnolx, A&yovtag Tov (Kal Héow avToL o& OAOUG EUAG): «TIOPEVOL Kal
oV kal motet Opoiwe»! I'tvete otktigpoveg kat éAenpoveg! AvTo axkoBawg etvat to

VO Ua ToL va eloat péAog g PrAomttwyov AdeA@OTNTOC.
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Ta kata tomovg tuNuata g PrAontwxov AdeApotntac, pe XAtddeg
HEAN, AdeAPEC pag OV €QYALOVTaL KAl DLIAKOVOUV UE AYATIN AVIOLOTEAWS TIEOG
TOV TANOolov, £€xovv pabntevoet agota ota odwx tov Kvplov pag ITnoov
Xototov. O kevToKog OKOTOS TWV dKOVIWV ATV elvat v punoovv to
ntagadetypa oL «KaAov Xapapgeltn», detxvoviag 10 €Aeogc tov Ocov,

OUUTIOVVTAG OTIOLOV EXEL AVAYKT).

Ag tig ompifovpe, Aowmdv, oTn OlaKovViax TOVG TEOG TOV TANCiov,
Yvweillovtag 0Tt KAAVTITOLY Eva LEYAAO KeEVO OV Kowvwvia pag. 'Exovv BaAet
0 A0Y0 T0oL Kvpiov otnv kadik Toug katl Tov K&Avouv mEALT). AKOUN Kat av dev
HTToQOLE Vo elpaote pall pe aUTEG OTNV TOWTN YOXMMUY, UTTOQOVME Vo
TIQOOPEQOVUE TOV OPOAO PG TEOS EVIOXVOT] TOUG, WOTE VA €XOUV TOUG
AVAyKalovg TOQOUS Y Vo «TTORELOOVV KAl VA TIO|o0LV OHOIwS». ME avTo TOV
TEOTIO CVUUTIQATTOVHE Hall TOvg, OMwS KAl pE TO Zapageltn g evayyeAkng
TEQIKOTG, kKaBwg kal pe Tov do tov XQoTto oto €QYo NG owtnelag tov

KOOHLOV.

Meta matoucnc év Xolotw ayanng,
: 3 > % /
e ZmSilo

+O0 Apeowng EAmidogopog
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CENTENNIAL
1922-2022

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 399/2024

Archepiscopal Encyclical for Archon Sunday
The Feast of Saint Andrew the First-Called Disciple

November 30, 2024

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and
Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils,
Honorable Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100,
the Day and Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek
Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the
Sacred Archdiocese of America:

Their sound has gone forth unto all the earth, and the words unto the ends of the
oikoumene.

(Psalm 18:4, LXX)
Beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord,

By unanimous decision of the Holy Eparchial Synod of the Sacred
Archdiocese of America, the honorable and most esteemed Order of Saint
Andrew, Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, is to be recognized yearly for
the Feast of their Celestial Patron, Saint Andrew the Apostle and First-Called
Disciple of the Lord. This year, the commendation of our beloved Order of
Archons will occur on Sunday, December 1, with the reading of this first-ever
Encyclical.

The Order of Saint Andrew is a venerable organization dedicated to the
defense and protection of our Venerable Ecumenical Patriarchate; but it is also so
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much more. The Archons represent the interests of the Mother Church and our
Archdiocese in all manner of public and private forums. A visit to their website
(https://archons.org) would reveal an incredible number of initiatives that impact
the Church in America in positive, Christ-affirming ways. The Archons exercise a
worldwide reach that extends to Greece and the Eparchies of the Ecumenical
Throne to promote religious freedom around the globe, and recognize virtuous,
humanitarian leadership through the annual Athenagoras Human Rights Award.
Indeed, their voices are heard throughout the oikoumene!

Many of our parishes have members who are Archons, an office (offikion)
that is personally approved and bestowed by His All-Holiness himself. On this
Sunday, when we take time to show our respect and esteem for the Archons of our
Church who are the Members of the Order of Saint Andrew, let us resolve to stand
with them in their spiritual phalanx in defense of the Holy Great Church of Christ.
We are all sons and daughters of the Mother Church of Constantinople, and we
express our gratitude and appreciation to Her brave and devoted Archons for all
that they accomplish on Her behalf. May they enjoy many years of health and
spiritual prosperity!

With paternal love in Christ,

Ji e Koo,

t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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~ CENTENNIAL
1922.2022

IEPA APXIEITIXKOITH AMEPIKHZ
APXIEITIXKOITIKH ETKYKAIOZ
AoOu. IMowr.: 399/2024

Agxtemiokomikr] 'EykvkAiog yia trv Kvouaxn twv Agxovtwv.
30 Noeppoiov 2024

[Toog touvg Xefacuiwtatovs kat Oecopuleotatovg AQXLEQELS, TOUG
EvAapeotatoug Tepeic kat Awaxovovg, tig Ipeofutépeg kal Tic Alakoviooeg,
t0UG Movaxoug kat tic Movayxég, toug ITpoedpoug kat taa MéAN twv Kowvotucwv
YvupovAlwyv, Tovg EvrtipoAoywwtatovg  Apxovteg 1oL OKOUHEVIKOU
ITatowxpyelov, T péAn g ‘Hyeolac twv 100, tad Hueonowx kat Amoyevpativa
YxoAelx, tic PAomttwyxovg AdeApodtnteg, T NeoAaia, tic ‘EAANVORO&d0Ee
Opyavwoelg  kat  O0Ad6kAnoo 10 Xowotemwvupo TmANowpa g Tepag

AQxlemokoTnNG APEQLKTG.

«Eig maoav tv ynv éENABev 6 00YYos avT@V Kal €ig T TEQATA TG

olkovpévng ta prpata avtwv» (WaAuoc 18:4).
ITooo@Aeic adeAgol kal adeApeg €v XoLoTw,

Me opopwvn anopaon e Tepoac Emapxiaxng Xuvvodov g Tepag
Apyxlemiokomng pag, T0 eEagetiko Taypa tov Ayiov Avdoéa twv Agxoviwv
tov Owcovpevikov Tatouapxelov, avayvweiletal kat Tipatat étnoilwg Kovta
otV £0Q11] TOL EOoTATOL TOV, Ayiov Avdoéa tov IpwtokAr OV, ATIOOTOAOL
Kal paOntov tov Kuvplov pag. Avto T0 €10G, 1) €MALVET) AVAYV@QELOT TOU
EooPLAoLg Taypatog twv AQgxoviwyv meayuatomnotettat onpea, Kvotakn) 1

AexepPolov €.¢, pug v éEamodAvoT TG TAEOVOTC TTIEWTNG £YKUKALOL.
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To Taypa tov Ayiov Avdoéa elvar PBéPawx évag aflooéBaotog
0QYAVIOUOS, a@legwUévog oty meootaciax  Tov  OKOUMEVIKOD  HaG
ITatowxpxelov, Opws Ol dQATELS TOV ETMEKTELVOVTAL KAl 0& TMOAAOVG AAAOULC
topels. Ol &EXOVTEG TEOOTATEVOLY T CLHPEQOVTA TS MnTeoc ExkAnoiag kat
¢ Tepag Apxlemiokomng pag, pe k&be 100mMo, 0&¢ OAOLG TOLG dnOCIoVG T)
OWTIKOVG 0QYavIopovs. Mia amAn énlokedn) cag otv iotooeAda Tovg
(https://archons.org) amokaAvmrel évav aniotevto AQOUO ATIO TEWTOPOVALEG
Kol OQACELS OV €X0OLV OeTiko avTikTuTo Vi TV ExkAnoila pag otnv ApeQkn
Kal v 1) 0tddoon tov EvayyeAilov. Ot Agxovteg AoKOUV TTAYKOOULX £TTLQQON),
oL émektelvetal tooo otV ‘EAA&Gda, 600 kal oe OAeg Tic €mapxleg TOL
Otxovpevikov Gpodvov, yux Thv meowbnon tng Opnokevtikng eAegvbeglag,
avayvwellovtag Kal TIHOVTASE €VAQETOovg MNYETeg mOL  mEOwOoLV  Ta
avOownmva  dkalwpata, HEOow TOL  ETNoov  Poafeiov  avOpwmivwv
ducatwpatwv «Ilatouxoxng AOnvayodpac». Tloayuaty, «elg ta méQata TS
OlKOVHLEVNG £ENADOV T O HATA AVTWV!

[ToAAEg kowvoTNTéG pag €xouv HéAT oL elval AQxovTes. «AQxwv» eival
Eva 0p@iklo 1 aélwpa, TO OMOL0 EYKQLVETAL TIQOCWTIKA ATIO TOV OOV TOV
[Tavaywtato Oikovpeviko Iatoidoxn. Avt v Kvowakn, kata v omoia
TIHOVHE Kal avayvweiCovpe tax HéAN tov Tayuatog tov Ayiov Avdgéa, dnAadm)
toug Apxovteg ¢ ExxAnotag pag, ag deopevbovpe va otpatevbovpe pali
TOUG Yx TNV UTEQACTION TV dKAWUATWV TG MeydAng tov XQLotov
ExxkAnolag. Eilpuaote OAot pag tékva tM¢ Mntooc ExkkAnoilag 1rng
KowvotavtivovnoAews, kat ék@oalovpe TNV EKTIUNOT KAl TV €UYVWHOOUVT)
HAG TIQOC TOUG EEAIQETIKOVG Kal A@oolwuévoug Apxovtes, Yux OAa 6oa
ETUTVYXAVOLV €K HEQOLG TNG. EUxouat va Crioovv étn moAA&, pe vyela kat

TIVEVHLATIKT) EVT)ULEQLA.

Meta matokng év XQLote ayanng,

6 o /?%%éog
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GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °F NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHuTPOIIOAIX NEAX IEPZEHE

THANKSGIVING 2024

"Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18

As we gather together in celebration of the beautiful and unique holiday of our great
nation, Thanksgiving, we are given the opportunity to reflect on the meaning of this wonderful
day in light of all that our almighty God has bestowed upon us. Truly, as we gather around our
Thanksgiving tables and offer up expressions of thanks and appreciation for our beloved family
members, friends, and loved ones, we must not overlook or neglect to express our gratitude to
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ for all of His heavenly blessings upon us. This expression of
our thanks to our Lord should not be limited to mere reflection or words but should be
accompanied with our active participation in living our Orthodox Faith, through our
participation in the Holy Sacraments, through our love for our fellow man, and through our acts
of charity and philanthropy to all those in need.

Therefore, my beloved in the Lord, I implore you, that as we celebrate this amazing
holiday, enjoying the delicious food and the wonderful fellowship, that we remember to reflect
on the many gifts that God has blessed us with. Our true appreciation of His love for us is a rich
blessing that allows us to continue to grow closer to Him and to continue to follow the path
which He has laid for us, which leads to salvation.

Wishing all of you, your families and all the faithful people of our sacred Metropolis a
most blessed, healthy and Happy Thanksgiving filled with His blessings from above, I remain,

With Paternal Love and Blessings

}f\f\e\.&)xgoﬁ\m\@ 0% )

1+ APOSTOLOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey

215 East Grove Street, Westfield, NJ, 07090-1656 e Tel: (908) 301-0500 e Fax: (908) 301-1397
Web: www.nj.goarch.org ® E-mail: metropolis@nj.goarch.org
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fr om A X Let's Keep Clustmas q.@
EVALALLAS = %

We alll feel the presence of approaching Christmas
The twffic is tevible
Vou canit find  paking space
The stores ane crowded
Malll scenes make shopping o nightmare.
You ane thinking about presents - wondew what in the wordd

THE NATIVITY FEAST

“100...99...98...days until Christmas” heard daily over our news

stations even before the official beginning of Autumn. When you _ _

receive this newsletter the count may be 24...23.... These are cmyowgetﬁwso and-so
constant commercial reminders alerting us to do our holiday You think of friends and toved ones who ae
shopping early before the last minute rush. This year another

overwhelming countdown toward Election Day was in progress So fad to sﬁoﬁ, ﬁ)p

as November 5th approached.
Yow can't think of anything they need ( which is wathev strange

For us Orthodox Christians November 15th annually begins

our countdown as we usher in the Nativity Fast. This forty day when yow take the time to think of it).
period is meant to direct our thoughts and actions INWARD in
preparation for the celebration of our Lord’s birth. Praying, reading Maybe there is nothing in a store they need.

Holy Scripture, attending church services, being mindful of those ;
in need, adhering to the dietary regiment as directed by our Holy But what about some token of love - what about love dself...

Church all help in keeping us focused on the real reason for this

Holy Season. And, fuendship....

What an ideal time to read and share the Christmas and other And understanding ...

Bible Stories with youngsters during their evening quiet bedtime. And deati

We can also share some of our time and energy filling avoidinthe 777 7R

lives of those among us, and support charitable causes. These And a h 7@ ne hand.

acts of kindness are pleasing to God. Thus, we joyfully prepare in “
anticipation of the coming celebration of Jesus, humbly born in a And w smide. ...

manger who would live among us teaching the message of LOVE,

HOPE, and PEACE. And a puayer?

During this time we can put the “frills” of elaborate decorations, You can't buy these things in any stove,
shopping, baking, etc., in their rightful place, that of simply

enhancing the forthcoming Christmas Day; secondary to our and, these ae vew special things
spiritual preparedness. Even as we incorporate lights in our

decorations, we should recall the significance of lights --- JESUS, ,060;0/@ need.

the TRUE LIGHT of the WORLD! As we exchange gifts with ;

each other, let us remember the significance of gifting and keep We all need them... Blessed will they be who

foremost in our minds the GREATEST GIFT of LOVE which God . . . 3
has given to each of us on Christmas Day: His only begotten Son, Receive them this Clustmas ov at any tine.

Jesus our Lord and Savior....the REAL REASON for this season. Zet's not ¢ the 4 to | Chuist outofom beants. ..

Orthodox Christians are jubilant, we rejoice, and celebrate with . .

festive parties and foods FOLLOWING Christmas Day, not prior; Fou that is whene it belongs
thus, the twelve days of Christmas! Chuist is not i the
Wishing you a Blessed and Merry Christmas! But i the heands Of!!? lo.

In keeping with our Christmas Spirit the author shares the following
with you, written by an unknown author.

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY | 19



Issue 17 | December 2024 . . .

) —

G re e k As we know our Greek culture is very rich as is the

Greek language. Through the ages from ancient to

modern times parables and sayings have survived and
C o r n e r are often found in today’s conversations. We offer
several of these each month and invite you to submit
those that are familiar to you.

Please send them to Father Michael: frmichaelstdemetrios@gmail.com.

1.). KaOe epmrodio yia kalo!
Each obstacle gives a positive outcome!
A change in one’s plans is advantageous.

A possible bad result can be avoided.

2.). (Ilav) Metpov Aprotov!
Moderation in all things.

Don’t overdo!

3.). Av 8ev tepywalape, dev ovpmeBepralape!
If we were not a match or think similarly, we would not have become in-laws.

Similarities in both sides of the family.

4.). 'Ot Aaprmer Sev eivar xpvoog!
All that glitters is not gold!
Don’t be fooled by appearances!

You can’t judge a book by its cover!

5.). Kalo peAeta, k epxete!
Think positively, and it will come, happen!

Be optimistic!
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Saint Demelrios Greek Schivol”
December CArisimas Fvents

The children of Saint Demetrios Greele school will be gathering
together to bring Christmas cheer to all our friends and family of
Saint Demetrios Church. As every year, the children will sing
Christmas songs in Greek and English and will be accompanied by
live music played by a few of our parishioners. It is a fun time for
everyone involved and it is enjoyed by all.

Please let any Greek School parent know if you would like us to
stop by your house or your establishment on

SATURDAY - DECEMBER 14, 2024

STARTING TIME @ 3 pm
(Cape May and Cape May Court House area)

SUNDAY - DECEMBER 15, 2024

STARTING AFTER CHURCH SERVICES
(Wildwood area)

fededededeededededevedededefe e fe e fefededededeedededede e FeeNededede e fe Ve R R Ve Do F R ddfe ks

Additional Dates to remember:

1 Be§eBeBeBcDe@o@eE 85018 eH:8:8:G G668 cHc0cHcGe8cHc B E:H: B H

#Christmas Bake Sale----Sunday, December 15, 2024
S ageant/Santa Visit--Sunday, December 22, 2024
-~ WISHING EVERYONE A BLESSED
HOLIDAY SEASON*# i

LAl A A0 o L4 g A4 4 10 0 L1 D0 24 A4 1 A Ll il 1 o A D0 20 AL 2l Al Ll e

L
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YOU ARE INVITED!

2024 SAINT BASIL ACADEMY
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION!

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14
11 AM-2 PM

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

FEATURING A CHRISTMAS PLAY AND MUSICAL
PERFORMANCES BY THE CHILDREN, A FASTING
LUNCHEON, AND OPENING OF GIFTS

ALL ARE WELCOME, FREE OF CHARGE

RSVP TO L.BINIARIS@SBAGOA.ORG

www.sbagoa.org
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GREEK ORTHODOX
METROPOLIS oF NEW JERSEY

His Eminence
Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey

Cordially Invites all of the clergy and
the beloved faithful to the

ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING &
OPEN HOUSE

on
Friday, December 20, 2024
6:00 - 9:00pm

At the
Metropolis Headquarters
215 E. Grove Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
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10th Anniversary Gala
in Honor of the Episcopal Ordination of
His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey =
Monday, January 13, 2025 Vs
The Venetian | Garfield, New Jersey
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A JOURNEY OF FAITH
To Thessaloniki, Mt. Athos and Constantinople
Led by His Eminence Apostolos of New Jersey

February 21-March 3, 2025: 11 Days / 9 Nights

Thessaloniki & Mt. Athos: See the most important religious sites in Northern Greece. Visit Greece’s second largest
city, Thessaloniki. Attend Liturgy at the Cathedral of St. Demetrios, visit the Monastery of St. John the Theologian in
Souroti to venerate the grave of St. Paissios and visit the awe inspiring Meteora Monasteries. Men will depart for the
Holy Mountain for two nights and the women will enjoy a visit to Ormylia Monastery and a visit to a museum in
Thessaloniki.

Constantinople: Visit the important Greek Orthodox sites: the Ecumenical Patriarchate and St George Cathedral,
Agia Sophia, Panagia Vlacherna where the “Te Ypermahou” was first chanted, Chora and Baloukli Monastery -
Zoodochos Peghe. Also, visit the Underground Cisterns. Shop at the exciting Grand Bazaar! Enjoy a birthday banquet
for His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew as well as a private audience with the Patriarch (subject to
confirmation).

SPACE IS LIMITED and on a FIRST-COME BASIS
RATE: Per person double occupancy $4700* & single occupancy $5635*

*Rates include the air tax/fuel of approximately $475 which is not guaranteed until ticketing a month prior to departure. Rate
above reflects a 4% check discount which does not apply if payment is made any other way. Due to Aegean Airlines group
reservations policy, the air fare between Thessaloniki and Istanbul is not guaranteed and may be subject to fare increases
depending on when you make your reservation to join the group. An air supplement may apply.

Deposit of $800 due by November 20, 2024 or late booking fee of $50 per person will apply.

YOUR TOUR WILL INCLUDE:
*Round-trip airfare on Turkish Airlines: EWR / IST / Thessaloniki & IST / EWR & Aegean Airlines: Thessaloniki / ATH / IST
*Private arrival and departure transfers in a deluxe air conditioned motorcoach with English speaking escort
*7 1/2 days of private sightseeing for men & 6 days for the women. All entrance fees are included.
*Women: 6 nts first class hotel in Thessaloniki at the Electra Palace or similar including daily breakfast, all taxes and service fees.
*Men: 4 nts first class accommodation in Thessaloniki at the Electra Palace or similar including daily breakfast, all taxes and service fees
& 2 nts accommodation on the Holy Mountain including meals and transportation on the Holy Mountain & roundtrip private ferries
*All: 3 nts first class accommodation in Constantinople at the Divan Istanbul Hotel or similar including daily breakfast, all taxes
& service fees.
*1 welcome dinner in Thessaloniki, 1 dinner in Constantinople & a banquet for His. All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
*Private audience with His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew (subject to confirmation)

Cloud Tours Inc. 37-21 78 Street Jackson Heights, NY 11372
Tel: 718-721-3808 Fax: 718-795-4356 Email: stephen@cloudtours.com
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TOURS INC.
A JOURNEY OF FAITH
TO THESSALONIKI, MT. ATHOS & CONSTANTINOPLE
Led by His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey

February 21 — March 3, 2025: 11 Days / 9 Nights
I am requesting services for people. The exact name on the passport (s) is/are:
Address:
Daytime Tel: Evening Tel: Cell:
Email: Special Requests: Meals (Diabetic, vegetarian etc.):
Rooming with: Wheelchair: Yes  No  Star Alliance number:

SELECT BETWEEN OPTIONS I, II:

OPTION I: Select either double or single occupancy inclusive of air: JFK / IST / Thessaloniki & Thessaloniki / IST & IST / EWR
Per person double occupancy $4700*% x2 $

Single occupancy $5635* x1  §

*Air tax/fuel of approximately $475 is include in the above prices and not guaranteed until ticketed and subject to change

OPTION II: LAND ONLY: Select either double or single occupancy. (Transatlantic flights not included. Flights Thessaloniki to IST via
Athens are included).
Land only rate per person double occupancy $3875* x2 $
Land only rate single occupancy $4810*% x 1 $
Departure/Arrival transfers may not be included in Land Only rates
ALL OPTIONS: Please add: Gratuities per person (not optional) $ 185 x_ $
Delivery of documents (not optional)$§ 30 x 1§ 30.00
*Rates reflect a 4% check discount which does not apply if payment is made in any other way. Due to Aegean Airlines group reservations
policy, the air fare between Thessaloniki and Istanbul is not guaranteed and may be subject to fare increases
depending on when you make your reservation to join the group. An air supplement may apply.

TRAVEL PROTECTION IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN PURCHASING TRAVEL
PROTECTION VISIT THE BELOW LINK FOR PLANS AND PREMIUMS
www.travelexinsurance.com/index.aspx?location=32-0603&go=bp
Travel protection is recommended. If you pay for it with your deposit, pre-existing medical conditions are covered

Please mail this reservation form, a copy of your passport and a deposit of $800 per person payable to Cloud Tours Inc.
SPACE IS LIMITED! RESERVE NOW! DEADLINE: November 20, 2024 or late booking fee, $50 applies

TOUR INCLUDES:

*Round-trip airfare on Turkish Airlines: EWR /IST / Thessaloniki & IST / EWR & Aegean Airlines: Thessaloniki / ATH / IST

*Private arrival and departure transfers in a deluxe air conditioned motorcoach with English speaking escort

*7 1/2 days of private sightseeing for men & 6 days for the women. All entrance fees as per itinerary are included.

*Women: 6 nts first class hotel in Thessaloniki at the Electra Palace or similar including daily breakfast, all taxes and service fees.

*Men: 4 nts first class accommodation in Thessaloniki at the Electra Palace or similar including daily breakfast, all taxes and service fees &
2 nts accommodation on the Holy Mountain including meals and transportation on the Holy Mountain & roundtrip private ferries

*All: 3 nts first class accommodation in Constantinople at the Divan Istanbul Hotel or similar includ. daily breakfast, all taxes & service fees.
*1 welcome dinner in Thessaloniki, 1 dinner in Constantinople & a banquet for His. All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
*Private audience with His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew (subject to confirmation)

CONDITIONS: Confirmation is subject to receipt of deposit with reservation form no later than Nov. 22 to guarantee your seat. Deposits received Nov. 23 and
later are subject to a $50 late booking fee & applicable air surcharges. Final balance due Dec, 27, 2024. Air taxes / fuel surcharges are not guaranteed unless
ticketed. Ticketing must occur for the group at the same time. A minimum of 25 people required or additional costs will apply. Cancellation fees: Once
deposit is received, an administration fee of $200 per person applies in cases of all cancellations. Additional fees for cancellations received between Nov 23,
2024-Jan 2, 2025, $800 per person and between Jan 3- Jan 21, 75% of the tour price and between Jan 22, 2025 to day of departure, non-refundable. No refund
for no-shows or unused portions of tour. Additional cancellation fees may be imposed by suppliers subject to date of cancellation. Should the group cancel for
any reason, including political strife, Cloud Tours reserves the right to charge $150 per person administration fee, Travel protection is recommended & must be
paid with deposit to waive the pre-existing medical conditions exclusion. Travel protection is nonrefundable. You may request a copy of the Description of
Coverage, prior to purchase, which includes the terms, conditions, limitations, and exclusions. This plan provides insurance coverage for your trip that applies
only during the covered trip. You may have coverage from other sources that provides you with similar benefits but may be subject to different restrictions
depending upon your other coverages. You may wish to compare the terms of this policy with your existing life, health, home and automobile policies. If you
have any questions about your current coverage, call your insurer, insurance agent or broker. The purchase of this plan is not required in order to purchase any
other travel product or service offered to you by your travel retailer”. Cloud Tours reserves the right to deny service to any person based upon its discretion
and/or the particular needs or circumstances of a given group.

CLOUD TOURS INC. 37-21 78" Street, Jackson Heights, NY 11372
Tel: 718 721 3808 Fax: 718 795 4356 Email: stephen@cloudtours.com
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Ladies Philoptochos News

On November 4, 2024 the ladies Philoptochos Society of St. Demetrios North
~ IR Wildwood, NJ drew the winners of the Fall Raffle and the first prize winner of the
$1,000 was Darlene Mastrodimos from St. Thomas Church in Cherry Hill, PA. Second
prize winner of $500 went to Daisy Diavastis from St. Demetrios Upper Darby, PA.
Congratulations to both the winners.

Along with the thousands of dollars we donate as our obligation to the National and

GREEK ORTHODOX Metropolis
L apiEs Pauniortocnos  Philoptochos throughout the year, we also added a donation of $500 to Hurricanes
SOCIETY. INC. Helene and Milton Relief Fund.

Each year we donate to the local charities for Thanksgiving, and this year once again
we donated to the Lazarus House (Emergency Food Pantry) the sum of $500. We also
donated $500 to the Branches Outreach Center.

The Ladies Philoptochos Society of St. Demetrios would like to invite anyone who
wishes to become a member of the organization to please attend our Annual Christmas
Dinner Meeting which will be held on Thursday, December12th 5:00 pm at the Olive
Branch Restaurant in the Villas. If anyone is interested in attending this wonderful
event, we only ask that you bring a $25.00 gift card from any of the chain stores such as
CVS, Walmart, Target, or Walgreens. The gift cards will be collected and donated to the
children of St. Basil Academy.

Wishing all of you a Happy and Blessed Christmas with much love, joy, and happiness.

In memory - In honor

Please contact the church at
609-522-0152 or email
frmichaelstdemetrios@gmail.com
with your memorial information

and donation.
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Dear Parishioners,
PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS - Sunday, December the 8th

"ELECTION FEVER" is beginning to grip our Country. During the month of November we will be voting

for officials that we elect every four years. I hope that all of you will participate in this Democratic process.
Also another election will be taking place in December of this year. It is the election to vote for parish council
members to serve our Community. I hope that this also gives us some Election Fever to vote for the new
members of the Parish Council. This election will impact our church and Community and the spiritual life of
the men and women we elect to help the Parish Priest in the administration of the parish. Are we prepared to
give it the same thought effort and consideration as we give the National Elections?

We should be extremely grateful to the Men and Women who have served the Parish Council in past

years. With God's blessing their hard work, dedication and sacrifice has given us a Church and facilities that
are known far and wide for their beauty and Christian environment. We cannot thank them enough for all
they have accomplished. Now if you look carefully at these men who have dedicated their whole life to this
Community, you will see that some of them are in their 30's 40's, 50's, 60's, 70's and 80's. So we do have a
wonderful group of members that are serving presently, and hopefully in these coming elections, we will be
able to add more people to the Parish Council.

I have always said that it is time that the younger generation step up to the plate, and get involved in the
administration of the parish and learn from these dedicated individuals. Our faith is not a spectator sport.
Without action, involvement, dedication, sacrifice and commitment, our faith is in vain.
These Elections will take place on the second Sunday of December 2024. Mark this date on yo
calendars and come to church ready to vote for the members of the new Parish Council.

Respecttully,

Fr. Michael L. Pastrikos
Protopresbyter

Candidacy Form for
2024 Parish Council Elections

[ desire to be a candidate for the Parish Council of St. Demetrios, Greek Orthodox
Church, North Wildwood, NJ.

Signature Date
Name (printed)
Address
Phone No.
Email
Mobile phone No.
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WEBSITE!

CINIRTRICS & PROGE AR5

Check out St. Demetrios Church’s new website
for a variety of information, stewardship and
donations, bulletins and newsletters, links, and
more!

www.stdemetriosnewjersey.com

Sponsor a Coffee
Hour

Attention All Parishioners: .

We have resumed the coffee
hour following the Divine
Liturgy on Sundays. Please
consider sponsoring a coffee
hour in memory of a loved one, for the health of your family,
or in honor of our St. Demetrios Church.

Please call the office at
609-522-0152 to schedule. Thank you.

upcoming events

JOY (Aces 8-10) | HOPE (AGgs 3-7)
Two SATURDAYS PER MONTH

PHILOPTOCHOS
15" SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH AFTER DIVINE LITURGY

GREEK SCHOOL
EvVERY FRIDAY NIGHT FROM 4:30 - 7:30 p.M.

PROTOPRESBYTER | FR. MICHAEL PASTRIKOS
CHURCH SECRETARY | TBD
PARisH CouNCIL:
PResIDENT | NicHoLAs D. KoNIDES
Vice PRESIDENT | DR. GEORGE KOUMARAS
TREASURER | THEODORE KATSIKARIS
SECRETARY | WiLLIAM MITCHELL
MEMBERS OF COUNCIL!
KosTa BiLios
Spiro KELLIS
GEORGE MALLOUS
GeorGe Tsiamis
GEORGE PAPAGEORGIOU
SuNpAY ScHooL | SopHIA KINIROPOULOS

GREEK ScHooL | GEORGE PLAMANTOURAS

J.O.Y. | FR. MicHAEL PASTRIKOS

H.O.P.E. | FR. MicHAEL PASTRIKOS

PHiLopTocHos | DINA BiLios

CHanTeRs | Forini Anpy, Rima EFtHiMiou, CatHy WOLFE

CHuRcH: 1.609.522.0152
321 St1. DemETRIOS AVvE, NorTH WiLbwoob, NJ 08260
STDEMETRIOSNEWJERSEY.COM

*ALL SUBMISSIONS FOR THE KOINONIA MUST BE
RECEIVED BY THE 20TH OF THE MONTH PRIOR*
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donation opportunity

The Parish Council would like to bring to your attention the Golden Leaf Giving Tree. Very few
have participated in this memorable way to create a lifetime tribute for generations to see
and enjoy. Please take the time to view this lovely Giving Tree and consider displaying your
family’s name, a remembrance of a loved one or an achievement. We would like to see the

tree grow with more care and love!

YTV

more. Infomaﬁen please feel free
with one of our Church board
Thank you in advance for your

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY | 30



Issue 17 | December 2024 . ' .

summer drive

donations

1. John & Eleen Manetas $3,000.00
2. Olympic Flame (Papageorge) $1,500.00
3. Bill & Helen Mitchell $1,000.00
4. La Mer (Fofo Andy) $2,000.00
5. Athens II Motor Inn $500.00
6. Adam’s Restaurant (Tsiamis) $1,000.00
7. Fisher’s Restaurant (Koutsimiris)

8. Hot Spot at Poplar (G. Karavangelos)

9. Hot Spot Pizza (Marcos Zervas)

10. Hot Spot # 1

11. Doo Wop diner (G. Karavangelos)

12. Vegas Diner

13. Quebec Motor Inn (Lester Katsanis) $2,000.00
14. Schellenger’s Restaurant $2,000.00
15. Pasta Pesto/Marvis Diners $500.00
16. Bagel Time (Angelo Bilios)

17. Bagel Time (Cape May Bilios)

18. Acropolis/Newport Motor Inns $1,000.00
19. Red Oak Restaurant $1,000.00
20. Rio Grande Diner $1,000.00
21. Nickel’s Family (Primo’s)

22. Court House Diner $500.00
23. Olive Branch Restaurant $1,250.00 (In Kind)
24. Paul Zografakis

25. Ocean View (Cape May)

26. Peter & Bessie Lazos

27. EnerAir (M. Palapanis)

28. Nick & Kathy Kantzios

29. Snow White (Steve Pavlou) 2

$18,250.00 as of 9/30/24
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stewardship

NEWS

Pledges for 2024
Efelovtikn IIpocgopa 2024

MR/MRS ANAGNOS DEMET & ELENI
MRS ANDY FOTINI

DR/MRS AUGOUSTIDES YIANNI & ANNA MARIA

MR/MRS ANTONAKAKIS STAVROS & ELENI
MRS BENNETT MELISSA

MRS BOULAGERIS ALEXANDRA

MRS BOULAGERIS EVANTHIA

MRS BUTLER ANNA

MR/MRS CAMMARANO ANDREW & SOPHIA
MR/MRS CAMMARANO MAURO & ANGELA
DRS CARPENTER JEFFREY &JUDY

MR/MRS CHLETCOS PETER & MARGOT
MR/MRS CRAVER CHESTER & ATHENA
MRS CVETKOWSKI

MRS DAGLIS MELPO

MR/MRS DECTIS PETER & JULIE

MR DONAHUE BERNARD & PATRICIA

MRS DONAHUE STAVANNA

MRS EFTHIMIOU ELEFTHERIA

MR/MRS ERMENTROUT GERALD & ELAINE
MR/MRS FOURNARIS EMMANUEL & EVIE
MR/MRS GIOUROS EVANGELOS & BESSIE
MR GOGATS CARL

MR/MRS HOLTON JOHN & KATERINI
MR/MRS HUNSICKER SCOTT & MARISA
MRS KALLOS ETHEL

MRS KARAVANGELES ANASTASIA

MRS KARAVANGELOS ANNA

MR/MRS KARAVANGELOS GEORGE & ANNA
MRS KARROS IRENE

MR/MRS KARROS ANASTASIOS & DENISE
DR/MRS KATSANIS LESTER & ELENI
MR/MRS KATSIKARIS THEODORE & DESPINA
MR/MRS KELLIS PETER & VASSO

MR/MRS KELLIS SPIRO & MARIA

MR/MRS KINIROPOULOS STEFANO & SOPHIA
MRS KLINGOS ELENI

MR/MRS KOLAITIS JERRY & MARINNA
MR/MRS KONIDES NICHOLAS & JENNIFER
MS KONIDES NICOLE

MS KONIDES SOPHIA

MRS KOUMARAS ALYSSA

MR KOUMARAS CHRISTOPHER

DR/MRS KOUMARAS GEORGE & MARIA
MR/MRS KOUTSIMIRIS ANTONIOS & ELENI
MR/MRS KRARAS CHISTOS & ANN

MR/MRS KRARAS DEAN & JENNIFER
MR/MRS LABE GREG & STEPHANIE
MR/MRS LOMAS RAYMOND & KRISTEN

MR/MRS LAZOS PETER & VASILIKI

MRS MALLOUS ATHENA

MRS MALLOUS SAMANTHA

MR/MRS MALLOUS GEORGE & BEVERLY
MR/MRS MANETAS JOHN & ELLEN
MR/MRS MCSHAFFRY STEVEN & MARIA
MR/MRS MERCADO LUIS & DEMETRIA
MR/MRS MITCHELL WILLIAM & HELEN
MR/MRS MURIANKA STEPHEN & MICHELLE
MR/MRS NANNAS TED & ALEXANDRA

MS ORGINOS IRENE

MS ORGINOS HELEN

MR/MRS PADUSSIS GARY & DONNA

FR. PASTRIKOS MICHAEL & PRESVYTERA DEMETRA
PRESVYTERA PANTELIS KATINA

MRS PAPADOPOULOS ANGELA

MR/MRS PAPAGEORGE GEORGE & STELLA
MR/MRS PAPAIOANNOU STELIOS & TINA
MR/MRS PAPASPANOS KOSTAS & ROULA
MR/MRS PARSON JAMES & NIKKI

MRS PAVLOU HELEN

MR/MRS PAPAGEORGIOU TONY & VETTA
MR/MRS PARDALIOS ANTONIOS & MARIA
MR/MRS ROYER MICHAEL & CHRISTINA
MR/MRS SAKOULAS JOHN & ELIZABETH
MR/MRS SHEETS WILLIAM & IRENE
MR/MRS SQUICCIMAIA LOUIS & ELLIE
MR/MRS STAMATACOS VASILIOS & ELENI
MRS STAVROPOULOS ELLIE

MR/MRS THOMAS EDWARD & KATHY
MR/MRS TRAFICANTE CHRIS & ROSE
MR/MRS TSIAMIS GEORGE & DIMITRA
MR/MRS TSIARTSIONIS GEORGE & ALEKA
MR WALLGREN WILLIAM

MR/MRS WOLFE DAVID & KATHY
MR/MRS ZAMPIRRI SALVATORE & VAIA
MR/MRS ZOGRAFAKIS PAUL & OLGA
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Stewardship

Sunday

By: Kathy Wolfe

T the word steward, as a noun, is a person who takes
A care of the people on a ship. It actually states that
the steward is a person, to bring food to the people of
the vessel. I find it interesting that it is a ship in the
definition as in many instances Christ and the church
is referred to as a ship. The very word nave, where we
sit in the church, is from the Latin word navis,which
means ship. Christ, the captain, has laid down his cross
to form this ship. We understand this as churches are
physically built like crosses.

However, before he laid down this cross, he chose the
first twelve stewards to take care of the ship. Now they
also had a special job because not only were they to
take care of this upcoming ship, but they also had the
responsibility to fill the ship by going out and preach-
ing the gospel to the world.

We as Christians, as Orthodox Christians, have been
chosen as well to continue the care of this ship of our
Lord's. The Christian definition of the world's steward-
ship is a responsibility that we have as Orthodox Chris-
tians to maintain and wisely use the gifts that God has
bestowed on us. Of course, monetarily, is the first thing
we think of, but as stewards we also have to take care of
the people in the ship, and we have to nourish and sup-
port one another.We can do this by trying to give our
time with whatever talents we have that can possibly
benefit the church and the people.

The Epistle readings are examples of this. The various
disciples write letters telling how they are ministering
to all the early churches. They travel from church to
church. They record what they have done. They men-
tion names of the new Christians who are coming and
going, bringing support to one another, to the differ-
ent parishes. They instruct how a parish should receive
these visitors and help them and care for them. In my

Issue 17 | December 2024

mind I see it as a time of bustling activity and growth.
Of course things did not happen as fast as we read them
now. If it was not for the tenacity and love they had for
our Lord, these early stewards, we would have not had
our Apostolic history and succession!

The word steward, as a verb, means to manage anoth-
er's property. Christ left us with his precious ship! Our
beautiful Orthodox church and faith. We must take
care of his property. and we must nourish it with what-
ever time and talents and gifts that we have, that we can
share. Just like our chosen first 12 stewards, we have the
same job in all aspects to do.

In a final note, let us go back to the Old Testament for a
moment. This is when the world was misbehaving and
God instructed Noah to build the ark to save his family
and all the creatures of creation. I'm adding this note,
because this was the first ship of salvation. God did not
want his work totally destroyed, but things were getting
too much for him to bear. We cannot even imagine how
his heart was pained, because after all he is the creator.
So because of his great love for his creation he saves it.
He chooses Noah and his family to be the new stewards
of his plan and to move forward to the coming of Our
Savior Jesus Christ to fulfill the gift of our salvation!
Then he chooses us to be the stewards! He chooses us
to continue the good work that was created when he
laid down his cross for the foundation of the ship! May
we all find the true desire and strength to offer whatev-
er stewardship we can to keep our ship floating for all
our generations to come.
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help us
grow with

It’s through your contributions that we VA N C O

are able to carry on important work both

spiritually and in our community. G IVI N G

Electronic Giving -is the way to go today.

It is also a convenient, easy way to support
St. Demetrios.

@ ©® O ByGIVING ELECTRONICALLY YOUCAN: @ @ ©
¢ Give anywhere, anytime from your computer, cell phone or tablet.

¢ Donate easily for special projects of the Church.

¢ Give towards your stewardship pledge or other donations such as memorial,
endowment and others.

¢ Set up reoccurring or one time pledges and you will never need to worry if you
have your check book or cash on you. VANCO will store your information.

¢ |t is important to note that if you are using a credit card, you may be able to
accumulate rewards by your provider.

Show your support and try E-Giving through our VANCO QR Code (located
below). Or you can find this code on our website under the DONATE TAB www.
stdemetriosnewjersey.com and even easier.... There is a button that states “click
here” that will take you directly to the VANCO page. It is as simple as that.

To use the QR code- open your camera on your phone
and hover over the code. The VANCO website will
appear and then tap on it.

Thank you for all you do to support our St. Demetrios
family throughout the year. May God bless you and

keep you well and strong.
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Stewardship News

Dear Parishioner,

We at Saint Demetrios are thankful to have you and your family here in our church. You are a vital part
of our church community. Unfortunately, the Parish is in great need of your financial help!!

Your financial support provides the foundation for our parish ministries and our efforts in meeting the
challenge of spreading Christ’s Word and our Orthodox Faith.

Stewardship also means more than just making a monetary donation. Stewardship is an opportunity to
examine our priorities and values, to express our thankfulness, to give of ourselves and to grow in grace.
It allows us to participate in the vineyard of our Lord. Giving is not a substitute for commitment. It is an
expression of your commitment.

Please note there are several ways to pledge: besides printing this form, our Stewardship Pledge forms
are also in the Narthex, you may complete one and give it to Parish Council Secretary, William Mitchell.
He can also be contacted at 609-425-4000. If you would like to mail your Stewardship Commitment, our
mailing address is:

St. Demetrios
300 St Demetrios St
North Wildwood NJ 08260

If Stewardship payment has been made for 2023 please disregard this notice and except our gratitude.

Please respond out of faith and love and help keep our church vibrant for many years to come. This is
YOUR CHURCH! Please, if you have yet to send in your Stewardship, please do so now. Remember
the Church is not just here when you need it! Its open every week! If we don’t support the Church,
who else will?

C Yl done
Respectfully, good & faithful
servant

Fr. Michael & The Stewardship Committee
Cut here

Please make checks payable to: Saint Demetrios Church
My Stewardship Commitmentis $ Year
Single/Individual $500.00

Family $750.00

Name:

Address:

Phone: Email
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SAINT DEMETRIOS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
321 Saint Demetrios Street — North Wildwood, New Jersey 08260

PARISH REGISTRY INFORMATION FORM

NAME._

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP CODE

HOME PHONE

DATE OF BIRTH

PLACE OF BIRTH

DATE OF ORTHODOX BAPTISM/CHRISMATION

PROFESSION/OCCUPATION

BUSINESS NAME & ADDRESS

BUSINESS PHONE

SPOUSE’S 1" NAME & MAIDEN NAME

SPOUSE’S DATE OF BIRTH

SPOUSE’S PLACE OF BIRTH

DATE OF ORTHODOX BAPTISM/CHRISMATION

SPOUSE’S OCCUPATION

BUSINESS PHONE

DATE & PLACE OF ORTHODOX MARRIAGE

NAME OF PRIEST WHO DID MARRIAGE

CHILDREN’'S NAMES & DATES OF BIRTH
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Children’s Corner

More available on stdemetriosnewjersey.com!  Courtesy of Presvytera Alexandra Houck
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Saint Katherine, pray for us!

Sunday, November 24, 2024 Volume 12, Issue 47 |

Boasting in the Cross

Have you ever bragged about some-
thing? Maybe you won a game. Or maybe you got a
toy that nobody else got. Or maybe you got the best
grade in your class. Sometimes it's hard to keep
from bragging and boasting when something good
happens to you.

In today’s epistle though, Saint Paul tells us we
shouldn’t boast and brag about these things. Saint
Paul tells us he boasts about only one thing, and
that thing is what our Lord Jesus Christ has done
for us.

Saint Paul writes, “But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to
the world.” Saint Paul had a lot to boast about. He was one of the best help-
ers the Church had. He was really great, and he had a ton of followers. He
could have boasted about how great he was. But he didn't.

Good things happen to us all the time, and we may be happy about them. But
the thing that we can boast about is how Christ died on the Cross for us so we
can have life forever with Him. That's what we can boast about!
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When we boast about Christ’s Cross, we tell other people about the Good
The Children’s Werd is 3 weekly bulletin for Orthodox Christian yoeung people. Copyright 2024 Alexandra Houck. News. When we boast about Christ's Cross, we aren’t showing off what we
Email s orthodexchildrensword (at) gmal.com. Find it each week at myocn.net. dld, but we're Sl}B“'iDg off what Christ did. Let’s boast like Saint Paul did!
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SAINT KATHERINE
STANDING UP FOR THE FAITH

‘When you think of a strong

‘| person, who do you think of? A weight

lifter? A super hero? Today we remember a

saint who reminds us all to be strong peo-

ple, not with our muscles but with our

faith! She reminds us to be strong Chris-

tians. Saint Katherine lived many, many

- | years ago, when Christians were not al-
|lowed to be Christians—or at least not out

in the open.

Can you find these
words in the jum-
ble?

Boast
Cross
Emperor
Epistle
Faithful
Katherine
Martyr
Saint Paul
Symbols
Witness

Bult Saint Katherine knew that it was more
important to be on God’s side than to be on
the emperor’s side. So, Katherine visited the emperor and told him
she was a Christian. She told him why he was wrong to believe in
idols. She told the emperor the only God was her God—the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit!
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The emperor was really angry then! He brought together 50 of the
smartest men around—to show Katherine SHE was wrong. But Saint
Katherine, who was only a teenager, convinced these men that her
God was the true God—not their silly idols. When these men became
Christians too, that was too much for the emperor.

Did you know that everything in an
icon means something? Look at the
icon here and in the icon of Saint
Katherine. What are the saints hold-
ing? Holding the cross means they
are all martyrs—they died for their

He ordered Saint Katherine to be awfully hurt and to be killed. But all the
time, Saint Katherine was strong in her faith. And for that, she is a saint in
Heaven forever!

e 3 o ok e e e e s sfe e sfe e e e e s s o e e e s sl o o fe e e sl o s sde e e s s s s e ke e e s o o ok e e e o

Wa calebrate St. Katherine t. , N ber 25th (OC: D ber 8th).
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Save the Date

Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey

//MD ‘*\Jﬂ\

il

Music & Dance Festival
Philadelphia: February 14-16, 2025

President’s Day Weekend (February 14 — 16, 2025) at the
Sheraton Hotel - Downtown Philadelphia.
Categories include:

- Greek Folk Dancing
(JOY, GOYA and Young Adult Groups)
&

- Parish Youth and Young Adult Liturgical Choirs

Registration Packets will be coming shortly
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Archons

o Ecumenical
Patriarchate®

Protecting the Future of Faith®
The Archon Ecumenical Patriarchate

Educational Global Initiative
Sunday School Sprout Program

Learning about
His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
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Notices

\e Are you a high schoal junior or Senior

Summer

EXPI 0' :

& CrossRoadinstitute.org
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Fill Your

BRI T LT

Wi‘h tht

GrossRoad!is a ten—dayimmersive

summer program designed for YOU as
you prepare to make big life decisions
and start new adventures.

By ing with the Orthodox Christian
ual tradition in a deep and

APPLY TODAY:
questions, an(l explore what it means to be an
Orthodox Christian in the 21st centiry.

CROSS:ROAD

Youth Tak ,
the Challenge

MAKE YOUR SUMMER COUNT

Are you an 11th or 12th grade high school student?

You are v 0 the Cros
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