MARTYRDOM KNOWS NO AGE LIMIT

hroughout the pages of Church History, we often hear stirring tales of

' men and women who willingly submitted to torture and martyrdom at

the prime of their lives. The saint depicted on the cover of today's

Church Bulletin falls into a different category: he gave his life for Christ at
the advanced age of 113!

ST. HARALAMBOS was bom in the town of Magnesia in Asia Minor in the
2nd century. He served his home town as a priest and later as a bishop. He
was much loved by his flock as he worked tirelessly to bring Christ's message
to them. In doing so, Haralambos incurred the wrath of the provincial
governor, who launched an aggressive campaign of persecution against the
Christians of Magnesia. Haralambos did not hide from the attackers.
Instead, he defiantly continued to preach the Gospel openly, bringing about
his arrest and imprisonment. g

Haralambos certainly faced great physical torment. First, he was tied to
a post in a public square and slashed repeatedly with knives. When he
refused to renounce Christ, Haralambos was dragged through the streets by
his beard. He was systematically tortured for several months. Still, the faith
of Haralambos remained strong. Ultimately, the Emperor Septimus Severus
ordered him to be brought to Antioch, where he was to be beheaded. Just

as the executioners were about to carmry out this sentence, the saintly bishop
died, thus depriving his enemies the satisfaction of taking his life.
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ST.DEMETRIOS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
NORTH WILDWOOD, NEW JERSEY
FEBRUARY 11™, 2024

16™ SUNDAY OF ST MATTHEW

WELCOME ALL VISITORS:

On behalf of the Parish Council, Fr. Michael, and the entire family of St. Demetrios, we
would like to welcome our Visitors for joining us today in our sacred worship service. If
you need any assistance please notify any of the Parish Council members. God Bless our
Visitors and may your stay here be pleasant and memorable. Please don’t hesitate to
come again.

LADIES PHILOPTOCHOS “INSTALLATION PHILOPTOCHOS BOARD MEMBERS”
This service will take place after the Divine Liturgy today. The entire family of St.
Demetrios would like to congratulate the Officers and Members of the Ladies
Philoptochos Society. We take this opportunity to wish them a very successful New
Year as they look forward to their many challenges. GOD BLESS OUR PHILOPTOCHOS
LADIES.

GOD PARENT SUNDAY:
Attention all Parishioners: Fr. Michael has designated Sunday, March 34, 2024 as God
Parent Sunday. Make sure that everyone contacts their Godparent or Godparents and
bring your Godparents to church on that day. Fr. Michael will conduct a special service
for this event.

SPONSORING COFFEE HOUR:

If anyone is interested in sponsoring the coffee hour please contact the Church
Philoptochos. Please contact Dina Bilios (609) 675-8786 or Bessle Glouros at (609) 602-
8545.

STEWARDSHIP NEWS:

All our local and seasonal members and visitors are invited to register and enroll in our
parish for the 2024 membership and join in weekly worship and to support of our parish
“Stewardship Program” and ministries. The annual minimum enroliment offering is $750
per family, and $500 for single people. Please complete the parish membershlip registry
forms that are available in the Narthex. Families that are In arrears are Invited to
reinstate their membership and participation In our parish life and ministries.

GREEK SCHOOL: Classes are every Friday night 4:30 pm - 7:30 pm.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: On behalf of the Parish Council, Fr. Michael, and the entire family of
St. Demetrios, we would like to notify parents that Sunday school has already started!
We would like all parents to have their children at the church by 9:45 am. Every Sunday

after the Gospel reading the children will go to their Sunday school classroom and then
come back to receive their Holy Communion.

OUR NEW ST DEMETRIOS WEBSITE: Attention everyone: We have a new website!

Please add www.stdemetriosnewjersey.com as a favorite on your devices. Be advised
that the new website Is now LIVE. Please review and enjoy. Donations are able to
process on our website via the DONATIONS tab where you will find the VANCO QR Code
(shown below).

LITURGICAL WINTER SCHEDULE:

(For Sunday Hours -9:00 am Orthos and 10:00 am Divine Liturgy)

(For Weekday Services -9:00 am Orthos and 9:30 am Divine Liturgy)

(For Vesper Services-6:00 pm

LITURGICAL PROGRAM FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY:

February 11t»: 16t Sunday of St. Matthew/The Talents Orthros-9:00 am Divine Liturgy
10:00 am.

February 18t: 17t» Sunday of St. Matthew/The Cannonite Woman Orthros-9:00 am Divine
Liturgy 10:00 am.

February 25%: 16t Sunday of St. Luke/Triodion Begins-Orthros-9:00 am Divine Liturgy
10:00 am

SIGHTS & SOUNDS:

2024 Youth Arts Festival-Saturday, April 13, 2024, St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church
229 Powell Lane, Upper Darby, PA 19082

ATTETNION ALL PARISHIONERS: THE ST. DEMETRIOS COMMUNITY IS SPONSORING
THE APOKRIATIKO GLENDI (GREEK MARDI GRAW) ON SATURDAY, MARCH 9™, 2024.
WE ARE HONORING MR. JOHN LYNCH A TRUE FRIEND OF THE GREEK AMERICAN
COMMUNITY.WE HAVE ALSO INVITED MANY OTHER DIGNITARIES THAT WILL BE WITH
US THAT EVENING. THERE WILL BE A (RAFFLE) A (SILENT AUCTION) (LIVE
ENTERTAINEMENT) AND A (FULL COURSE GREEK DINNER) ALONG WITH A VARIETY OF
GREEK DESSERTS.

THE PRICES FOR THIS EVENT ARE: ADULTS $65.00 and CHILDREN $25.00. This event
will take place at the St. Demetrios Community Center. Time: 6:00 pm. Tickets are
going fast so please contact any of the Parish Council Members to secure your
reservation. There will also be a 50/50 Raffle.

WE HAVE ALSO ADDED AN ADDITIONAL (ALBUM) FOR THIS MEMORABLE EVENT. If you
would like to register for this Album please contact any of the Parish Council Members.
Applications for this album are located In the Narthex area as you come into the church.
Please tell your friends and relatives to join us during this wonderful and exciting
evening. This Is one of our major fundraisers and we need all the support that we can
get from our Parishioners and friends. SEE YOU ALL THERE AT THE APOKRIATIKO
GLENDI. OPA.
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Don’t hide your gifts!

What would you do if somebody SY
gave you a ton of money, and he told you to use it \'s,,
in 2 good way? Would you be afraid to spend 12 XH)
Would you hide it in your room, where it would be NN
safe? What woald you do with it? ;

In today’s Gospel reading, we bear a parable about
2 max who gave some money 0 thres people, and
he trusted them to use i in the right way. Two of
them &id jost that, bot one of them was sfraid to
until the man came back for it!

A parable is a story that tells us 3 lessan. What's the lesson we can learn?
|God has given ©s all special gifts toa. He bas given us our Orthodox Chris-
|Ban faith. He wants s to grow close to Him and to know Him better. He
|even wazts us to be with Him in heaven, and He tells us how to get there.
lw:h.:vemzsndpcu:s\hobdpnsgrm'inomﬁith.mdwehave
iamzy&npramc:a:tgh:smbeMWeh\tabtofgiﬁs—
|It’s Ek= we have been given a ton of money!
"Iz’smtbe;ﬁzidmspsﬂt’:ztmﬁlnothnwnk,lefsshmour

| £2ith with others so that 2 can grow. Let’s help other people who need our
|heln, so that they can know the love of Christ too. Let’s not hide our gifts,
| ke the man in the parable bid his gifts!
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Saint Christos, pray for us!

} Ay
NN

/4

\
Yoo UVaavas na

A R S N Y Y R T T R TR R ey

PPPRLPPPP2230808222200800000380030008880302808000008003 00

We have a few gar-
dener saints in our
Churchl

Here are Saint Try-
phon, Saint Phocas
the Gardener, and
Salnt Christos.
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SAINT CHRISTOS
THE FAITHFUL GARDENER

Have you ever noticed that a saint
can have almost any kind of job? A saintcanbea | ¢ {
faithful priest or bishop. A saint can be a faithful |,. 1%
cook, or a faithful teacher, or a faithful mother,
or a faithful carpenter, or a faithful king or
queen. A saint can be a faithful person with no
jobatall!

Tomorrow we celebrate a saint who was a faith-
ful gardener. Saint Christos lived in Albania, but
he later moved to the city of Constantinople fora
job. He tended the gardens of the sultan, who was the ruler of the
land. In those days, Constantinople was part of the Ottoman empire,
so the rulers were not Christian, but Muslim. Christos knew that, of
course, but he also knew he would always be a Christian. He would
always love and serve Christ.

Once, Christos was selling fruit that he had grown in the garden. A man
came to buy some of the fruit, but he didn’t like the price. He was angry, so
he lied about Christos. He told the authorities that Christos had promised
to become a Muslim, and to deny Christ.

Christos was sent to prison, and a monk came to give him food. But Chris-
tos said, “Why should I eat? I do not expect to live, so I may as well die
hungering and thirsting for Christ.® Later, the Turkish leaders did kill
Christos, but the faithful gardener never gave up his faith. He loved Christ
to the end of his life, and he still loves Him in heaven today!
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We celebrats Saint Christos on Monday, February 12th (OC: Feb. 25th).
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AnoAvTiKiov AVaoHIoyIov.
"Hyos Y’

Edgpavéoto ta odpawa, dyaihidobo t&
&riyaa, &n &roinos xpdrog &v Bpayion aiitod,
6 Koprog énc-'m]oa 1@ Bavédte Tov Bdvatov
TPETITOKDG TV VEKPAV yEveTo: X KOiag
&Sou EppioaTo fpds, Kol RIpEoyE T KOTHY
0 péya Heog.

Tob Tepopaprupos.
"Hyoc 8.

Kal tpdmev pétoyog, xal 8povav
&1250x0g, 1OV AROCTAALY YEVOREVOS, TV
2pakv ehpeg Bedmvenots, &5 Bopiag
&riBoov- S ToUto TOV Adyov TG GAnBeiag
6pBoTopdv, xal T ziowa &wBAnoag péxpig
alpatog, Tepopdprug BAdows, mpéoPeve
Xpotd 10 Bed, codijvar Tag Yuyxag fudv.

Koviinaov. "Hyog B'.

IIpootaoia 1@v Xploniavav GKATXIOXUVTE,
peqeia, mpog Tov Iommv GuetdBete, pn
Tzpidng GuepTLAGY SaCEQV QOVAG, GAAT
npogHacov, Og ayath, £ig Tiv BonBaav fudv,
1BV MOTHE Kpawyaloviev oot Tayuvov
£lg pecPeiav, kol oneboov £ig ixeoiav, i
TPOCICTELOVOA &L, BEOTOKE, TOV TIPGVIWV
oz

O ATTOYTOAOE: Kopnfiovc B - 6:1-10

A 8cimot v zopaxad.ofpey, i €
Wwwa Fiponol oo8 xol &v fplpy
W'mﬁvfmom&wigld siay
Swxovia, @20 &v zavi ¢ vies iabig g Guod
fsawo, b Seopovl sMh o Siiveow, &
LG, S O o % &V Qui.axal

Resurrectional Apolytikion.
Mode 3.

Let the heavens be glad. Let the earth
rejoice exceedingly. For the Lord has shown
strength with his arm. He trampled death by
death. He became the first-bom of the dead.
Out of the belly of Hades, He has rescued
us, and to the world He has granted the great

INErcCy. coasol

For the Hieromartyr.
Mode 4.
Becoming a partner with the Apostles
in way of life and successor to their thrones,
O God-inspired Saint, in the active life you
found an entrance to contemplation. Hence you
rightly expounded the word of truth, and you
shed your blood in struggling for the faith, O
| Hieromartyr Blaise, Intercede with Christ our
| God, beseeching Him to save our souls. isoi

Kontakion. Mode 2.
O Protection of Christians that never falls,
| intercession with the Creator that never fails,
we sinners beg you, do not ignore the voices
of our prayers. O good Lady, we implore
you, quickly come unto our aid, when we cry
out to you with faith. Hurry to intercession,
and hasten to supplication, O Theotokos who
protect now and ever those who honor you. isoi

THE EPISTLE: Corinthians IT - 6:1-10

rethren, working together with him, then, we

cnu'catyounottoaoccptthctgueof(}odin
vain. For he says, "At the acceptable time I have
listened to ou,andhclpedtgouontheda of
salvation." Behold, now is the a table gme;
bclwldf now is the day of salvation. We put no
obstacle in any onc’s wa{. so0 that no fault may be
found with our ministry, utasscrvantsofGoc{wc

commend ourselves in every way: thro t
endurance, in aﬁlicﬁons,c%zrdségz, c‘ﬁgmxgrucc:,
beatings, imprisonments, tumults, rs, watching,

| Vnoteiag, &v T, &v yvdoet, &v pax ig, év
g otémm, &y \?&:Tuan i . il o‘:(lmg’up,
‘ ® &nbeiag, &v Suvapa Oeov: did 1@V, STV
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"‘3 Griac, § 800@1;:3{2:; kol gupqmp&mg- g mhéavot
kol aAnBe, dg dyvoovpevor kal EmyvooKSpEvoL,
%og:vnammﬁ m(lbglchuu {dpev, “()&c.;‘;i x{gzéﬁcqépsvm Kd?g
vot, TOOUEVOL xaipovteg,
ntoyol nokﬁv o¢ nkmméowv‘{;; , @ dev Exovieg
; m%&wa mrgxgovn:;. i

EYAITEAION: Kata Matfaiov 25:14-30

Tnev 6 Kbp v napaBoliv tadtv: &vBpw?
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TOPESMKEY aUTOLG T Dl o avtov, xal @
@mmﬁrst&m‘ a, mcb 82 Ev, &xact tpmp%
ggv dlav dovayuv, xal TUncev e00EmG. TopELD

6 1& mévie tédavia AaBav gipyboato &v aiTOIS K
&noinoev @a névte TdAavia doaitos kal ¢ T &0
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(Bmi avésgﬁn_n 8{)0. o 82 tbéﬁv AaPav
puEev xal anéxpuye 10 dpyvplov
'.p?tg%éxpévovn‘glﬁv &6
x0p1og 1@V dovAmv éxeivav Kal o-uvuiggxw aOTdV
Abyov. xal dv O Td wEVIE T a

TPOCTIVEYKEV TEVTIE TOAOVTO ASyaV: KOp
Tahavta pot mapédaxag We &Aa wévie _f’u)_awa
noa & aOTo mq mn:f%é xbplog abTod” £V
M%i&yaeéxd I' éxi GMiya fig motds, &m
TOM@DV O KT oo eloelfe Elg TV 00
xvpiov gov. mpoceAbdv &2 xal 6 & %0 tdlavia
Y &rz Kopte, dvo TEhavid pot xapédokas We
&bo téhavra éxépdnoa &' abrois. Epn abtd 6
xoptog adtod” £V, SotAE dyads kol mote! &l GAfya fig
motds, &nl oMLV o€ cm" eloele €ig
&v 100 xvpiov gov. ﬁg&?ﬁl%
oV emz KOplE, Vv Ot
| €l &vBpanog, Oep 6nou‘t)n'm xal cuvayav
| 6€ev 0D chxémnaag’nﬂ_tpoﬁ_qe v Expt cg,\?,
o T 0 A
movnpé

0 téAaviéy_ gov T im' T
&moxpifeic 88 6 xdplog abtou T
'Boﬁfepmléxvnpé! ga;éneepf;coiimu x Eomepa
xoi cuvéym 60ev ov dieoxdpmcal Edel o ot Palelv
0 Gpydpiév g\t'm) 1015 tpamelitog, ol magv &yd
&xomoapnv & é;fbv obv T6KQ. obv_ar'
abtod 10 Téhavrov xod 86t T Eggnn T d&m
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» elc 10 oxbdtog é«‘acggepov éxel ot O
| 1A qopds xal & B% wdy 6dévtav. Talta Afyov
 épdver 6 Exav bra £1v GKovETO.
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hunﬁcr' by purity, knowledge, forbearance, kindness,
the Holy c?ou;t., genuine love, truthful s and the
power of God; with the weapons of ri usness for
the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor,
in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as
impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well
known; as dymc%, and behold we live; as punished,

and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing;
angor,ycgmahngmgnyn ashavingm::rCJ and
yet possessing everything.

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:14-30

The Lord said this parable: "A man going
hisjoumzymlledhxshcscrvmﬁ?dmnuswdm
property; to one he gave five taleats, to ano
two,toanotﬁaone,tomnhaccordinggohis
Then he went away. He who had received
talents went at once and traded with
made five talents more. So also, he who
talents made two talents more. But he
received the one talent went and dog in the grpund
and hid his master’s money. Now after a
master of those servants came and accounts
with them. And he who had received the five taleats
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done, good and faithful servant; you have been
fai over a little, I will set you over mnch; enter
mtothcjoyofyommastcn’Anthalsowhohadthc

two talents came forward, ™ you
dcﬁvcredtomctwotzlcnts;hgmglnv:‘ﬁcm
talents more.! His master said to him, "Well done,
good and faithful servant; you have been
ahtﬂc,Iwillsctyonov:rmuch;cm:rimothc)giof
yourn}astex:'Heals.owhohadtei:civedtbcongbc
came forward, saying, Master, I knew
gathering where you did not winnow; so I was afraid,
and I went and hid your talent in the ground Here you
have what is yours.' But his master answered
"You wicked and slothful servant! You knew
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nndances' but from him w
not, even what he has will ul:.-.nnalway. And cast



