HEROES OF THE EARLY CHURCH

n the Orthodox calendar, our
(lp Holy Church honors the memory

of 3 of her greatest saints
together: BASIL THE GREAT,
GREGORY THE THEOLOGIAN & JOHN
CHRYSOSTOM. These Holy Hierarchs
are rightly referred to as “giants” of
faith, courage, holiness and learning.
They were well-known in the early
Church as teachers, preachers,
liturgists & administrators.

There is an interesting story behind
why the Church elected to honor
these 4th century saints on the same
day. Up until the 11th century, a
dispute existed among the faithful as
to who was the greatest of these
three Church Fathers. All three had
unique qualities, and no one could
agree on who deserved primacy of
honor. By God’s divine providence,
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however, the issue was finally resolved
in a dream that Bishop John of Galatia
had one evening in 1081 A.D. While
deep in sleep, the bishop had a vision
of Basil, Gregory and John together
in all of their glory. In unison, they
greeted Bishop John with these words:
“WE ARE ONE IN GOD, AND
THERE IS NO DISPUTE AMONG
US ... NEITHER IS THERE A FIRST
OR SECOND AMONG US.”

Awaking from sleep, Bishop John
viewed this as a sign that these three
saints should be honored equally with
one common feast. Thus ended

centuries of controversy. From that
day forth, Basil the Great, Gregory
the Theologian & John Chrysostom

were commemorated together, with all
of their many accomplishments noted
by the Church. = "
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ST.DEMETRIOS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
NORTH WILDWOOD, NEW JERSEY
JANUARY 28th, 2024

SUNDAY OF ZACCHEUS

WELCOME ALL VISITORS:
On behalf of the Parish Council, Fr. Michael, and the entire family of St. Demetrios, we
would like to welcome our Visitors for joining us today in our sacred worship service. If
you need any assistance please notify any of the Parish Council members. God Bless our
Visitors and may your stay here be pleasant and memorable. Please don’t hesitate to
come again.
SPONSORING COFFEE HOUR:
If anyone is interested in sponsoring the coffee hour please contact the Church
Philoptochos. Please contact Dina Bilios (609) 675-8786 or Bessie Giouros at (609) 602-
8545.
STEWARDSHIP NEWS:
All our local and seasonal members and visitors are invited to register and enroll in our
parish for the 2024 membership and join in weekly worship and to support of our parish
“Stewardship Program” and ministries. The annual minimum enrollment offering is $750
per famiiy, and $500 for single people. Please complete the parish merbership registry
forms that are available in the Narthex. Families that are in arrears are invited to
reinstate their membership and participation in our parish life and ministries.
GREEK SCHOOL: Classes are every Friday night 4:30 pm - 7:30 pm.
SUNDAY SCHOOL: On behalf of the Parish Council, Fr. Michael, and the entire family of
St. Demetrios, we would like to notify parents that Sunday school has already started!
We would like all parents to have their children at the church by 9:45 am. Every Sunday
after the Gospel reading the children will go to their Sunday school classroom and then
come back to receive their Holy Communion.
OUR NEW ST DEMETRIOS WEBSITE: Attention everyone: We have a new website!
Please add www.stdemetriosnewjersey.com as a favorite on your devices. Be advised
that the new website is now LIVE. Please review and enjoy. Donations are able to

process on our website via the DONATIONS tab where you will find the VANCO QR Code
(shown below).

LITURGICAL WINTER SCHEDULE:

(For Sunday Hours -9:00 am Orthos and 10:00 am Divine Liturgy)

(For Weekday Services -9:00 am Orthos and 9:30 am Divine Liturgy)
(For Vesper Services-6:00 pm

LITURGICAL PROGRAM FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY:

Sunday, January 28: 15th Sunday of St. Luke: Orthros- 9:00 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am.
DVYC SKI TRIP: SATURDAY FEBRUARY 3, 2024:

BIG BOULDER: 357 Big Boulder Dr. Lake Harmony, PA 18624 If anyone is interested in

going and joining this Ski Trip please call Fr. Michael to make the necessary
arrangements. You must purchase Tubing and Ski lift tickets and Rentals IN ADVANCE.
Also at the end of the trip there will be a group picture taken in front of the Big Boulder
Cafe.

BLESSING YOUR HOME:

In the month of January, we celebrate a Great Feast within the Orthodox Church.
Epiphany, the baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ, on January 6t . It is the season of the
blessing of the Holy Waters, when also the parish priest through his very rich custom
brings the Blessed Holy Water to the faithful in their homes and business
establishments. This enables everyone to receive the Great Blessing of our Lord for the
New Year of 2024.

1 feel as your priest, that this is a beautiful custom, bringing the Blessed Holy Water of
Epiphany to you, my parishioners, allows me to remain close to you and your family.

Fr. Michael requests that you please contact him at his cell phone # 1-(667)-328-1083, to
make arrangements for the blessing of your home/business.

TEACHING OF THE DAY:

———A-man dreamed that he went to churcnmwith an angei as guide: The church-was
filled, but oddly, there was no sound. The organist played, but no music could be heard;
the choir’s lips moved, but no song came forth. The pastor went through the motions of
preaching, but the man heard nothing. He asked the angel, “Why?” The angel’s reply:
“This is the service as God sees it. When there is no heart in it, there is no sound.” Then
in the back pew he heard a child pray,”

The angel said, “You are hearing the only part God hears, that which comes from the
heart.” (W.B. Knight, Treasury of 2000 lllustrations, p. 447).

If you want to connect with God, it’s more than just coming and going through a
few motions, moving your lips to sing a few songs, sitting in a seat and hearing a few
words by the preacher. You’ve got to connect with God in SPIRIT, if you want to get the
strength that you need.

YOUTH GATHERING: Fr. Michael would like to have a Youth gathering on Saturday, February
the 3 at 11:00 am. Discussion Bible Bowl and Oratorical festival.
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Epistle Reading: Timothy 1 4:9-15

-The Lord will give strength to his people.

-Bring to the Lord, O sons of God, bring to the Lord
honor and glory.

-The Reading is from St. Paul's 1st. Letter to Timothy.

T IMOTHY, my son, the saying is sure and worthy of

full acceptance. For to this end we toil and strive,
because we have our hope set on the living God, who is
the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe.
Command and teach these things. Let no one despise
your youth, but set the believers an example in speech
and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Till I come, attend
to the public reading of scripture, to preaching, to
teaching. Do not neglect the gift you have, which was
given you by prophetic utterance when the council of
elders laid their hands upon you. Practice these duties,

devote yourself to them, so that all ’may see your
progress.

Gospel Reading: Luke 19:1-10

. . o
t that time, Jesus entered Jericho and was passing
through. And there was a man named Zacchaios;

he was a chief collector, and rich. And he sought to see

who Jesus was, but could not, on account of the crowd,
because he was small of stature. So he ran on ahead and
climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was to
pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, he
looked up and said to him, "Zacchaios, make haste and
come down; for I must stay at your house today." So he
made haste and came down, and received him joyfully.

And when they saw it they all murmured, "He has gone in

to be the guest of a man who is a sinner." And Zacchaios

stood and said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord, the half of my
goods I give to the poor; and if I have defrauded any one
of anything, I restore it fourfold." And Jesus said to him,

“Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a

son ‘of Abraham. For the Son of man came to seek and to

save the lost."
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Lord, now let your servant depart in peace!
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| great
 beseech Christ our God for
| us that we may know the gift

| Third tone

You have proved to be for all
‘the world the great champion
in time of peril, as the victor
in routing - the barbarians.
Thus as you put down the

 boasting of Lyaios, imparting
| courage - to Nestor in the

stadium, .so, O holy One,
Martyr  Demetrios,

of His great mercy.

“Lot the little chitdran come to me, and do not forig uem, for to such Is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14
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Seeing Jesus

Do you like learning how to do
things for yourself? Maybe you know how to
make a little snack when you come home from
school, or maybe you can clean your own laundry. [ #
You might have heard your parents tell you, “You {%
have to do some things on your own!”

But as a kid, you still have some things you de-
pend on others for—like if you want to learn

about our Lord. Right now, you probably hear | “Zacchaeus, Come downl”

about Jesus and about His Church from your parents. Or you might be
blessed to have church school each Sunday, when you learn even more.
When you are older, you will still want to grow closer to God, but how will
you do that?

In today’s Gospel reading, we hear about 2 man named Zacchaeus. He
was the one who climbed up into a tree so he could see Jesus. Zacchaeus
wanted to know more about Jesus, so he went out of his way to see Him!

In a way, we are like Zacchaeus too. Sometimes people will tell us about
God, but sometimes we have to go out of our way to “see” Him, or to learn
more about Him! One great way is by reading your Bible. Do you have
your own Bible you can read sometimes? Another great way is by coming
to church as much as we can. We can go out of our way too, just like Zac-

chaeus!
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Savior
Simeon
Temple
Tree
Waiting
Zacchacus
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WAITING, WAITING, WAITING
THE PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD INTO THE TEMPLE

Sometimes it’s hard to wait, isn’t &
it? Waiting for your birthday, waiting for a
friend to come over, waiting for school to get out, I
waiting for dinner to be ready.

We're always waiting for something. But imagine
waiting for something bigger. Imagine waiting
for heaven to open. Imagine waiting for Christ to
be born. Imagine waiting for somebody to save
the world!

This Friday, we celebrate one of the 12 Great
Feasts of our Orthodox Church. We will celebrate
the Presentation of our Lord into the Temple.
When baby Jesus was still a baby, only 40 days
old, His parents took Him to the Temple for the
first time. The elder there was named Simeon, and he was very old.
He was waiting. Waiting for the Savior. All his life he had been wait-
ing.

When he saw baby Jesus and when he held Him in his arms, he said,
“Lord, now let your servant depart in peace for my eyes have seen
your salvation.” After all these years of waiting, Simeon knew that he
could die in peace. He had finally seen the Savior, our Lord Jesus
Christ! Let’s thank God again that He sent His Son to us!
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Wae celebrate this great feast on Fri., February 2nd (OC: February 15th).
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Here is a detail of the icon of the feastday |
of the Presentation of the Lord into the
Temple (see page 3).




