“TIMOTHY, MY SON . . .”

Apostle Paul's letters are directed

to Timothy, who he refers to as
being a “. . true son in the faith.” (1 Tim.
1:2) Who was Timothy? Timothy was one
of the 70 apostles appointed by our Lord
to take His message to the world. He
was born in Lystra - - son of a Greek
father and a Jewish mother. His
grandmother was a Christian, and it is
said that she influenced him and nurtured
his desire to be a follower of Christ.

It was in lystra that Timothy met St.
Paul. Impressed by the young man’s deep
devotion and heartfelt desire to serve the
Church, Paul asked Timothy to accompany
him on his missionary journeys. Their
travels took them to Achaia, Macedonia,
italy and Spain. Timothy's eloquence,
along with his gentle temperament, enabled
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him to be a great asset in winning souls
for Christ. Eventually, Timothy followed
his own missionary trail to Corinth, Philippi
and Thessalonica, keeping in constant
touch with his mentor through the
scriptural letters that now bear his name.

The Rpostle Timothy finally settled in
Ephesus, where he became a bishop of
that thriving community. Despite his noble
efforts, Timothy was met with great
opposition there from the followers of the
pagan god Artemis. One evening while
attempting to disperse an unruly crowd of
pagan worshippers, who had gathered
outside his home, Timothy suffered
martyrdom at their hands. His relics were
later taken to the Church of the Holy
Apostles in Constantinople, where they
were buried alongside the graves of the
Evangelist Luke and the Apostle Andrew.
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ST.DEMETRIOS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
NORTH WILDWOOD, NEW JERSEY
JANUARY 21st, 2024

SUNDAY OF THE TEN LEPERS:

WELCOME ALL VISITORS:

On behalf of the Parish Council, Fr. Michael, and the entire family of St. Demetrios, we
would like to welcome our Visitors for joining us today in our sacred worship service. If
you need any assistance please notify any of the Parish Council members. God Bless our
Visitors and may your stay here be pleasant and memorable. Please don’t hesitate to
come again.

MEMORIAL SERVICE:

A 3 year Memorial service will be chanted today in memory of our brother in Christ,
Peter Daglis. May his soul rest in peace and may his memory be eternal.

SPONSORING COFFEE HOUR:

If anyone is interested in sponsoring the coffee hour please contact the Church
Philoptochos. Please contact Dina Bilios (609) 675-8786 or Bessie Giouros at (609) 602-
8545. :

STEWARDSHIP NEWS:

All our local and seasonal members and visitors are invited to register and enroll in our
parish for the 2024 membership and join in weekly worship and to support of our parish
“Stewardship Program” and ministries. The annual minimum enroliment offering is $750
per family, and $500 for single people. Please complete the parish membership registry
forms that are available in the Narthex. Families that are in arrears are invited to
reinstate their membership and participation in our parish life and ministries.

GREEK SCHOOL: Classes are every Friday night 4:30 pm - 7:30 pm.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: On behalf of the Parish Council, Fr. Mlchael, and the entire family of
St. Demetrios, we would like to notify parents that Sunday school has already started!
We would like all parents to have their children at the church by 9:45 am. Every Sunday
after the Gospel reading the children will go to their Sunday school classroom and then
come back to receive their Holy Communion. -

OUR NEW ST DEMETRIOS WEBSITE: Attention everyone: We have a new website!
Please add www.stdemetriosnewjersey.com as a favorite on your devices. Be advised
that the new website is now LIVE. Please review and enjoy. Donatlons are able to
process on our website via the DONATIONS tab where you will find the VANCO QR Code
(shown below).

LITURGICAL WINTER SCHEDULE:

(For Sunday Hours -9:00 am Orthos and 10:00 am Divine Liturgy)

(For Weekday Services -9:00 am Orthos and 9:30 am Divine Liturgy)

(For Vesper Services-6:00 pm

LITURGICAL PROGRAM FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY:

Sunday, January 21: 12th Sunday of St. Luke. Orthros - 9:00 am Divine Liturgy 10:00am.
Sunday, January 28: 15th Sunday of St. Luke: Orthros- 9:00 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am.
DVYC SKI TRIP: SATURDAY FEBRUARY 3, 2024:

BIG BOULDER: 357 Big Boulder Dr. Lake Harmony, PA 18624 If anyone is interested in
going and joining this Ski Trip please call Fr. Michael to make the necessary
arrangements. You must purchase Tubing and Ski lift tickets and Rentals IN ADVANCE.
Also at the end of the trip there will be a group picture taken in front of the Big Boulder
Café.

BLESSING YOUR HOME:

In the month of January, we celebrate a Great Feast within the Orthodox Church.
Epiphany, the baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ, on January 6*. It is the season of the ,
blessing of the Holy Waters, when also the parish priest through his very rich custom
brings the Blessed Holy Water to the faithful in their homes and business
establishments. This enables everyone to receive the Great Blessing of our Lord for the
New Year of 2024.

1 feel as your priest, that this is a beautiful custom, bringing the Blessed Holy Water of
Epiphany to you, my parishioners, allows me to remain close to you and your family.

Fr. Michael requests that you please contact him at his cell phone # 1-(667)-328-1083, to
make arrangements for the blessing of your home/business.

TEACHING FOR THE DAY: “DON'T THROW ME ON THE SCRAP HEAP"

A blacksmith who had profound faith in Jesus was asked one day by one of his friends.
“Why do you have so much trouble? | have watched you since you became a Christian
and you have had many problems. | thought that when a person gave himself to God his
troubles were over. A smile came across the blacksmith’s face as he replied, “Do you
see these pieces of steel, I'm going to use it for the springs of the carriage. But first it
needs to be heated. Then | hammer it, bend it, and shape it the way | want it.
Sometimes however, | find that the steel is too brittle to be used, so | have to throw it
on the scrap heap. As scrap, the steel is worth just a few pennies, but the carriage
spring, it Is very valuable. Ever since | began applying this idea to my life, | have been
saying to God, “ Lord, test me in any way you choose, but don’t throw me on the scrap
heap”




|:******************************************
AIAKONOX DEACON 2
N | . % SAINT GREGORY THE THEOLOGIAN &
T xonpd £xeive, E1EpROPEVOL TOD At that time, as Jesus entered a village, o & HOLY FRIENDSHIP %
—_ .- : s #* *
Inood €1¢ Tiva KOPNV Gjvimnoay aute He was met by ten lepers, who stood at a » *
. . . - 9 d
Séxa Aempol &vSpeg, ol famoav Moppwley, distance and lifted up their voices and said: : M aklng frlepds. How do you do,lt' N\ o [t
xai aOTol fipav peviv Adyovtes Tnood «y Miaster. have merey on s> Wihet % Well, usually, friends have to have something 0 ~ »
b . b ests, hAasteh ) v o : in common with each other. Maybe you both ) 0 :
Fmotaa, eno.ox NRag. kfn iSov £ 8\ ) He saw them He said to them, “Go and show % like playing soccer, or dancing, or video games, - - B
avtolg IMopsvBivteg émdeifate tautovg Toig yourselves to the priests.” And as they went i: or even pizza. Or maybe you live next door and %
| lepedot. kal €yEveto £v 1@ dmayew avTolg they were cleansed. Then one of them, when ’: you play together every day after school. 75 X
éxaBapioBnoav. €15 82 £§ abTdv, I80v 81 idln,  he saw that he was healed, turned back, ’: Friends share something in common. § L NI x
’ \ - . N N 3 1 ", ~

UMECTPEYE HETQ PQVIIG pEYAANG S0EGlwV TOV praising God with a loud voice; and he fell ® This week, we celebrate the memory of a saint | N \) L f“ 1
B¢eov, Kai EnEcEV £ TIPOCRIIOV AP TOVG on his face at Jesus’s feet, giving Him thanks. ‘: who had a very deep and holy friendship with - e 4
n6dag adTol El')xuplOTG)\’ GL')TQ)' Kal aUTtog ﬁV Now he was a Samaritan. Then said Jesus: : St. Basil. We have heard about St. Basil and St Gregory the Theologian :
Eapapeitg. nokpBeig 82 6 'Incoig elmev- “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? : his brother, St. Gregory of Nyssa. But Thurs- :
Ovxi ol béxa ExaBapicBnoav; oi 6 évvéa mod; Was no one found to return and give praise % day, we remember e fnend, Saint Gregory (whois
ol sdpetnoay Sroatpaavees Sodva 565V : . . . . : called “the Theologian™). Both St. Basil and this St. Gregory were - :
AL to God except this foreigner?" And He said 3% bishops. They were about the same age. They met each other in Ath- %
10 Bed &l pr) © GAAoyevig 00TOG Kai elnev 'to him: “Rise and go your way; your faith has ; ens, Greece, and they became friends. -
odT@* AVaOTag IOPEVOL: 1| TTOTIG GOV TECWKE » * : *
E B toideyon el fasa % But what did these friends have in common? We can learn about their *
s : friendship from St. Gregory’s own words. (He wrote them almost 1700 I
: years ago!) St. Gregory said, “Our great pursuit, the great name we wanted, :
Many of the saints of our Orthodox Church tell us how important it is to say 3 was to be Christians, to be called Christians.” And that is what thesetwo ¥
“thank you” to our Lord! Not so long ago therelived a very holy nun named ' ; great saints had in common (not soccer or pizza!) They helped each other :
Mother Gavrilia (she died in 1992). Now she is a saint, and we will celebrate % become greater Christians, to know more about Ged and to love Himeven 3
“Lat the Bitie children come ta me, and do nat forbic thew, for to such is the Kingiom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14 her nameday for the first time in March. She spent her whole life helping and - — *
= ] 4‘”‘17'::: healing very poor people, even people with that same awful skin disease, lep- : . :

uncay, 224 v 1 3 Orthodlar Christisn » >
e e = - fen ] frosy! . 3 St. Basil and St. Gregory show us a great thing about friendship! When we *
Thank you...for evel'ythlng Saint Gavrilia once said that when we really know the gifts of God, “We keep go- : make friends, we can try to have deep and hely friendships too, close to God! :

- ing and saying, Thank you...Thank you...Thank you... We see a person...Thank

When do you say “thank you” to 3 .
God? Whenever He belps you with something? A
But that's impossible! He is helping you all the
time!

Today, in the Gospel reading, we bear the story of
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you. We see a flower...Thank you. We see a glass of milk...Thank you. :I‘hank
you...for everything!® Do you think you can follow this saintly woman's exam-
ple? Do you think you can try to notice the gifts God gives you?
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Here's an icon of our friends, Saint Basil
and Saint Gregory the Theologjan.

Mather Gavrilia, In India -
Do you say “thank you" to God even one out of every
‘en times He does something for you? Even that is hard, isn't it? l

' Remember, they were friends with each
othertoo! . °
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""Resurrectional Apolylikion.
Mode pl. 4.
You descended from on high, O
| compassionate One, and consented to
day buria), to free us from the passions. 0)
| Lord, our life and resurrection, glory to You!

a three-

For the Saint.
Mode pl. 4.

Guide of Orthodoxy and a sacred teacher
of piety and dignity, luminary of the world,
and God-inspired jewel of monastics, O wise
Maximus, the Spirit’s instrument: by your
teachings you enlightened all. Intercede with
Christ our God for the salvation of our souls.

’ Kontakion,
Mode 1.,

You sanctified the womb of the Virgin‘
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'by Your birth, and by Your Presentation You - noAcndv &vBpamnov gV Taig tpdEecv adTod,

blessed the hands of Symeon, whep You came,
and You saved us, O Christ oyr God. Now we
pray You give peace to Your w
let love for Your people
‘benevolent Lord, oaso,

orld at war, and
Prevail in all, 9 gnly

Kad EvBLOoGpEVOL TOV VEOV TOV dvaxamvolpsvov

el éntyvooy kat’ elkéva Tol Krioavrog

o0V, 6ov 0Ok Evi "EAAnY kad Tovdadog,
neprrop Kai dxpoPuotia, BapPapog, Exvbng,

Soiog, EAedBepog, AAAX T ndvia Kat v niom

Xprode,

' READER

Prokeimenon. Mode pl. 4. Psalm 75.
Pray and return to the Lord Your God. sms

Verse: In Judah God is known; His name
is great in Israel. saxs
DEACON

Wisdom.

READER
The reading is from Paul’s Letter to the

| Colossians.

| DEACON

Let us be attentive.

' Col. 3:4-11

Brethren, when Christ who is our life
!appears, then you also will appear with him
in glory. Put to death therefore what is earthly
in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On
account of these the wrath of God is coming
upon the sons of disobedience. In these you
once walked, when you lived in them. But
now put them all away; anger, wrath, malice,
slander, and foul talk from your mouth. Do not
lie to one another, seeing that you have put off
the old nature with its practices and have put
on the new nature, which is being renewed in
knowledge after the image of its creator. Here
there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised

and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave,
free man, but Christ is all, and in all. &
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