SUFFERING FOR THE PURITY OF THE FAITH

hen we hear the word “MARTYR", our thoughts immediately turn to
W the scores of Christian men and women who willingly gave up their

lives rather than deny their Lord. In August, however, our Holy
Church commemorates a group of martyrs who lived some 200 years
BEFORE the coming of Christ: THE SEVEN MACCABEE BROTHERS.

The Syrian King Antiochus ruled Palestine in the second century 8.C. He
was determined to “HELLENIZE" the region, that is, he wanted to institute all
aspects of Greek culture among the people of Israel. The Israelites were
asked to give up their revered customs and traditions. If they did not, they
would suffer the consequences. The Jews were forced to eat foods that
they considered unclean. Moreover, practice of the Law of Moses was
forbidden. The Jews could not even keep the Sabbath holy,

The Seven Maccabee Brothers, along with their teacher, the priest
Eleazar, refused to obey the royal proclamations of the king. After torturing
and burning Eleazar in Jerusalem, the king arrested the brothers and, along
with their mother, took them to Antioch. The brothers met the same fate as
Eleazar, publicly burned before their horrified mother. When her 3 year old
son wads placed upon the fire, the mother also cast herself into the flames,
giving her life to God as well.

A few years after the death of the Maccabees, an army of Israelites rose
up in revolt to avenge the death of the saintly brothers. Although
outnumbered greatly, they were able to hold off the army of Antiochus.
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THE SEVEN MACCABEES

with their Mother Solomonia & Eleazar the Priest




ST.DEMETRIOS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
NORTH WILDWOOD, NEW JERSEY

July 30, 2023.

8t Sunday of Matthew

WELCOME ALL VISITORS:

On behalf of the Parish Council, Fr. Michael, and the entire family of 5t. Demetrios,
we would like to welcome our Visitors for joining us today in our sacred worship
service. If you need any assistance please notify any of the Parish Council
members. God Bless our Visitors and may your stay here be pleasant and
memorable. Please don’t hesitate to come again.

SPECIAL WELCOME:

On behalf of the Parish Council, Fr. Michael, the Church Staff and the entire family
of St. Demetrios, we would like to warmly welcome Fr. Dr. Bartholomew Mercado
and Fr. Deacon Konstantinos and Diakonissa Athanasia Loukas to our wonderful
Parish (Paradise on the Beach). We hope and pray that they enjoy their stay in
North Wildwood and that their stay here is enjoyable and memorable and that they
have a safe trip back to their homes.

ARTOKLASIA SERVICE:

The Artoklasia service today is being sponsored for the health and wellbeing of the
entire family of St. Demetrios. We hope and pray that the Lord our Savior Jesus
Christ grants everyone in the community much health, joy, prosperity and
happiness. {Let us not forget that today’s Artokiasia Service also represents todays
Feast Day of the Blessing of the Five Loaves and Two Fish, which Jesus Christ fed
5000 people).

COFFEE HOUR:

Everyone is invited to today’s Meet and Greet Coffee Hour. This is where we will
welcome Fr. Dr. Bartholomew Mercado and Fr. Deacon Konstantinos and
Diakonissa Athanasia Loukas.

SPONSORING COFFEE HOUR:

During the summer, The Ladies Philoptochos Society will not be sponsoring any
coffee hours. If anyone is interested in sponsoring the coffee hour please contact
the Church office -Monday-Wednesday-Friday (609)-522-0152 or contact Parish
Council President Nick Konides (609)425-0179.

STEWARDSHIP NEWS:

All our focal and seasonal members and visitors are invited to register and enroli in
our parish for the 2023 membership and join in weekly worship and to support of
our parish “Stewardship Program” and ministries. The annual minimum enrollment
offering is $750 per family, and $500 for single people. Please complete the parish
membership registry forms that are available in the Narthex. Families that are in
arrears are invited to reinstate their membership and participation in our parish life
and ministries.

ECCLESIASTICAL DECREE:

Aftention All Parishioners: 1t has come to the attention of Fr. Michael that we have
parishioners that have been divorced (civilly) and have not taken care of their
Ecclesiastical responsibilities to the church. If you are in this situation, please
contact Fr. Michael and he will begin the application for an Ecclesiastical Divorce
from the Church. If this does not occur, then you will be deprived of certain
Ecclesiastical necessities within the Church. For further details please contact Fr.
Michael. Thank you.

ATTENTION ALL PARISHONERS and VISITORS:

During the first 15 days of August we celebrate the prayer service of our Mother of
God (Theotokos). Please pay attention to the schedule of services during the first
15 days of August. Also if you would like to have the names of your loved ones to
be commemorated during the Paraklesis Services for Fr. Michael to read, the
Prayer of Living sheet is inserted in today’s bultetin.

LITURGICAL PROGRAM FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST:

Friday, August 4th-—-Paraklesis Service -6:00pm

Sunday August 6%-—Transfiguration of our Lord---Orthos 8:30am --—-Divine Liturgy
9:30 am

Friday, August 11th—Paraklesis Service -6:00pm

Sunday, August 13th—10th Sunday of Matthew----Orthos 8:30am ---Divine Liturgy
9:30am

Tuesday. August 15t -Dormition of the Mother of God (Theotokos) ---Orthos 8:30am
--Divine Liturgy 9:30am
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Corinthians.
Chapter 1,10-17.

Brethren, I appeal to you, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree and that
there be no dissensions among you, but that you be
united in the same mind and the same judgment. For
it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that
there is quarrelling among you, my brethren. What
I mean is that each one of you says, “I belong
to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,”” or I belong
to Cephas,” or I belong to Christ.”” Is Christ di-
vided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you
baptized in the name of Paul? I am thankful that
I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius;
lest anyone should say that you were baptized in
my name. (I did baptize also the household of
Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I

baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not éend me to
baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with eloquent
wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its

. power.

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power
of God.

Maithew. 14:14-22

t that time, Jesus saw a great throng; and he had

compassion on them, and healed their sick. When
it was evening, the disciples came to him znd said,
“This is a lonely place, and the day is now over; send
the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food
for themselves." Jesus said, "They need not.go away;
you give them something to eat." They said fo him,
"We have only five loaves here and two fish." And he
said, "Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the
crowds to sit down on the grass; and taking the five
loaves and the two fish he looked up to heaven, and
blessed, and broke and gave the loaves to the crowds.
And they all ate and were safisfied. And they took up
twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. And
those who ate were about five thousand men, besides !
wornen and children. Then he made the disciples get
into the boat and go before him to the other side, while
he dismissed the crowds.
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- The Confession of Faith

' J ﬁé’é&eﬂ& in one God, Father Almighty, Creator of -
heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of the Father before all ages;

Light of Light, true God of true God, begotien,
not created, of one essence with the Father
through Whom all things were made.

Who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven and was incarnate
of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became man.

He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate,
and suffered and was buried;

And He rose on the third day,
according to the Scriptures.

. He.ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father;

And He will come again with glory to judge the living

“and dead; His kingdom shall have no end.

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Creator of life,
'Who proceeds from the Father, Who together with the
Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, Who
spoke through the prophets.

In one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.

| confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

| look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the age to come.

Amen
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