# % OUR LORD’S TRANSFIGURATION % %

[though not specifically mentioned in any of the 3 Gospels that describe

this event, MT. TABOR has long been revered as the site of our Lord's

Transfiguration. The first church was built upon it in the 4th century
and today, both the Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches have a presence
there. Located in the region of Lower Galilee, the mountain rises to an elevation
of nearly 2,000 feet. Although this is not considered to be terribly high, its size
dominates the level landscape around the Jezreel Valley, which it overlooks. The
view from the top of Mt. Tabor is breathtaking, but reaching it is a grueling task
- even today. Tour buses are permitted to only go so far; then pilgrims proceed
by foot, or catch a ride with local drivers. With its winding trails and rugged
terrain, one can only imagine how difficult it was for our Lord - accompanied by
Peter, James and John - to make that challenging climb.

What occurred on Mt. Tabor is shrouded in mystery. While praying there, Jesus
was suddenly joined by Moses and Elijah. The symbolism here should be quite
clear to us: our Lord was the fulfillment of the Law - represented by Moses and
the words of the Prophets - represented by Elijah. The Apostles present were
privileged to catch a glimpse of Christ’s glory, as “ . . His Face shone as the
sun and His garments became white as snow.” (Matt 17:2) Adding to the drama
of the Transfiguration was the Voice of the Father, Who proclaimed: “This is My
Beloved Son, in Whom | am well pleased.” (Matt 17:5) This heavenly happening
was all too brief; in an instant it was over, and Christ would come down from
the mountain and embark upon an even more grueling walk to Golgotha.
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ST.DEMETRIOS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
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August 6, 2023

Transfiguration of Jesus Christ

WELCOME ALL VISITORS:

On behalf of the Parish Council, Fr. Michael, and the entire family of St.
Demetrios, we would like to welcome our Visitors for joining us today in
our sacred worship service. If you need any assistance please notify any of
the Parish Council members. God Bless our Visitors and may your stay here
be pleasant and memorable. Please don’t hesitate to come again.
SPONSORING COFFEE HOUR:

During the summer, The Ladies Philoptochos Society will not be sponsoring
any coffee hours. If anyone is interested in sponsoring the coffee hour
please contact the Church office -Monday-Wednesday-Friday (609)-522-
0152 or contact Parish Council President Nick Konides (609)425-0179.
STEWARDSHIP NEWS:

All our local and seasonal members and visitors are invited to register and
enroll in our parish for the 2023 membership and join in weekly worship
and to support of our parish “Stewardship Program” and ministries. The
annual minimum enroliment offering is $750 per family, and $500 for single
people. Please complete the parish membership registry forms that are
available in the Narthex. Families that are in arrears are invited to
reinstate their membership and participation in our parish life and
ministries.

ATTENTION ALL PARISHONERS and VISITORS:

During the first 15 days of August we celebrate the prayer service of our
Mother of God (Theotokos). Please pay attention to the schedule of
services during the first 15 days of August. Also if you would like to have
the names of your loved ones to be commemorated during the Paraklesis
Services for Fr. Michael to read, the Prayer of Living sheet is available in
the Narthex.

WHITECHAPEL
PROJECTS
7PM-11PM LONG BRANCH, NJ.

The NNJYAL is having a Panigiri!

Join fellow Greek Orthodox young adults ages 18-35 for a Panigiri on
Saturday August 19th at Whitechapel Projects in Long Branch, NJ. Each
ticket includes a dinner buffet, cash bar and music by DJ Kon. Early bird
tickets are only available until July 21, Afterwards, the ticket price will
increase so make sure you grab them before then! To purchase a ticket,
please visit:

https://nnjyalpanigiri.eventbrite.com

LITURGICAL PROGRAM FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST:

Friday, August 4'"---Paraklesis Service -6:00 pm

Sunday August 6'"---Transfiguration of our Lord---Orthos 8:30 am ----Divine
Liturgy 9:30 am

Friday, August 11""—Paraklesis Service -6:00 pm

Sunday, August 13'""—10'" Sunday of Matthew----Orthos 8:30 am ---Divine
Liturgy 9:30 am Monday, August 14""—Great Vespers Service for the
Dormition of the Virgin Mary—Vespers 6:00 pm

Tuesday. August 15""—Dormition of the Mother of God (Theotokos) ---Orthos
8:30 am ---Divine Liturgy 9:30 am




) 2 Pet. 1:10-19
Brethren, be more zealous to confirm your

call and election, for if you do this you will
never fall; so there will be richly provided for
- you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Therefore I
intend always to remind you of these things,
though you know them and are established

in the truth that you have. I think it right, as

long as I am in this body, to arouse you by way |

of reminder, since I know that the putting off
of my body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus
Christ showed me. And I will see to it that
after my departure you may be able at any time
to recall these things. For we did not follow
cleverly devised myths when we made known

‘to you the power and coming" of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but we were eyeWimesses of his
majesty. For when he received honor and glory
from God the Father and the voice was borne
to him by the Majestic Glory, "This is my
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,"
we heard this voice borme from heaven, for

| we were with him on the holy mountain. And
we have the prophetic word made more sure.
You will do well to pay attention to this as
to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the
day dawns and the morning star rises in your
hearts. rsvi
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Mt. 17:1-9 |
At that time, Jesus took with him Peter and

James and John his brother, and led them up a
high mountain apart. And he was transfigured
before them, and his face shone like the sun,
and his garments became white as light. And
behold, there appeared to them Moses and
Elijah, talking with him. And Peter said to
Jesus, "Lord, it is well that we are here; if you
wish, I will make three booths here, one for
you and one for Moses and one for Elijah."

He was still speaking, when lo, a bright cloud
overshadowed them, and a voice from the
cloud said, "This is my beloved Son, with
whom I am well pleased; listen to him." When
the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces,
and were filled with awe. But Jesus came

and touched them, saying, "Rise, and have no
fear." And when they lifted up their eyes, they
saw 1o one but Jesus only. And as they were

coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded
them, "Tell no one the vision, until the Son of
man is raised from the dead." v
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Apolytikion. Grave Mode.

You were transfigured upon the mountain,

O Christ our God, showing to Your disciples
Your glory as much as they could bear. Do
also in us, sinners though we may be, shine
Your everlasting light, by the intercessions of

the Theotokos, O Giver of light. Glory to You.

‘.

Kovtaiov.
"Hyog Bapbg.
"Eni 100 8poug petepopeadng, kal dg
gxopouv oi Mabrjtai oov v §6&av oov,

Xpoté 6 Ocog £Bedoavto, va dtav o (anol

oTopodpevay, 1o pév niBog vorcRoy
gkodolov, 1¢ 6€ Kéope kNphEmaoly, dTl ad
Ordpyerg dAnBéc, Tod Hotpodg o dmaldyaopua.

Kontakion.
Grave Mode.

Upon the mountain were You transfigured,

and Your disciples beheld Your glory as far
as they were able, O Christ our God; so that

when they would see You crucified they might

understand that Your Passion was deliberate,
and declare to the world that in truth You are

the Father's radiance. s»
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The world has found:-in yeu a great champion in time- ef perll as you
emerged the victor in routing the barbarians. For as you Btought to
_ naught the boastsof Lyaies, imparting courage to Nestorin the
stad“ium in like manner, Holy one, great Martyr De metrios, invoke
Christ God for us, that He may grant us His great mercy
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