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On Saturday, December 14, Father Michael and the children 
of the parish enjoyed a fun day together. The children also 
recevied instruction on certain religious issues and topics.
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I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of you 
a very happy, healthy and blessed new year. I’m very 
thankful for all the other gentlemen who serve on the 
Parish Council with me, and I want to thank them as 
well as Father Michael for a job well done. Without 
the leadership of these individuals our Church would 
not function. To have all of them as well as the Ladies 
Society Members, Greek School mothers, teacher, and 
students, Cantors, and Choir members, and of course 
our Atler Boys is truly what makes our community 
successful. 

This year we are facing many maintenance issues on 
our buildings and request any of the Stewards of our 
Church to step forward to either donate their time, 
talent, or fortune to accomplish these tasks. Some of 
them include replacement of heater, windows, repairs 
to flooring, painting and plastering of the Community 
Center, as well as window replacement in the Church 
to name a few. Anything that anyone of you can do to 
help this cause would be deeply appreciated. 

Let’s work together to make our Church the very best 
it can be.

a letter from
FR. MICHAEL L. PASTRIKOS
ProtoPresbyter

PresIDenT’s message
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My fellow parishioners, as we look to the future most 
of us here are aware that as a parish, we are small 

and strong but we are also not as strong as we could or 
should be. 

Of course no parish is perfect, and the people also of 
the parish are not perfect. During the past year we 
have been blessed to experience some good things as a 
parish that should give us reason to have hope. We had 
6 Baptisms and the one was an Adult Baptism. We had 
two Weddings, and one Chrismation, while sadly we also 
commended 2 souls at funerals to the mercy of God with 
the hope of eternal life. In the future we hope to have 
more sacraments in the church so we can continue to 
grow as a parish. 

We also experienced a lot of growth in the participation of 
church attendance. I was really proud to see the majority 
of our parishioners attend church committing themselves 
to Christ through the partaking of the Body and Blood 
of our Lord Jesus Christ through the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion. But in order for us to continue this 
growth we need to keep having transparency and good 
communication with in our “Stewards” of the Church. 
I promised that to the Members of the Parish Council 
when I first took over the spiritual responsibility of the 
Church. So far, we have done that as a parish. Every day 
we are learning new things from each other and we are 
elevating the spiritual level of the parish. I have said this 
before to all of you that we are blessed with beautiful 
parishioners who truthfully give their Time, Talents, 
and Treasures to the church. We should be proud that 
even though we are a seasonal church, we have been 
blessed with parishioners, who really care about their 

church and as I stated before, we are one of very few 
parishes in our Metropolis that stands by and believes 
that “STEWARDSHIP” should be the main source of 
income to support the church. I would say that 90 percent 
of the monies collected are solely from the Stewardship 
Pledges. We need to continue this great achievement as 
we grow as a parish. 

I’m sure that in the future we will begin to formulate 
other events and fundraisers in the church that will 
bring more income, but that income will only go towards 
the Building projects and other needs of the church such 
as Outreach programs, and giving alms to the needy and 
less fortunate. As a parish we need also to look into and 
search for our parishioners who have left the church 
for one reason or another and bring them back to their 
spiritual home. This is what Outreach means, to help 
those who really need the help and our attention. 

We should always continue to better ourselves to need 
greater participation in parish life. We need more people 

to continue to come up to the Holy Communion line 
and participate in receiving the Body and Blood of our 
Lord and our other sacraments. As a small but mighty 
community, we need more workers and volunteers, 
in order to be able to meet our future goals and 
achievements. When people have the compulsion to 
hold on to their possessions they are like the kind of 

St. Demetrios

Looking Forward to 
the Future oF
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person Jesus referred to when He said; “He who lays up 
treasures for himself, is not rich toward God”. How we 
handle our money reveals much about the depth of our 
love and commitment to Christ. This is a true fact-One 
sixth of the Gospels including one out of every 3 three 
parables relates directly to “STEWARDSHIP”. Jesus 
wasn’t a fundraiser but He does understand our needs 
for survival in this world. In our parish, we still lack in 
the number of dedicated workers willing to take up tasks 
necessary for the financial and operational benefit of the 
Parish. 

We always seem to ignore the primary reason we work 
for the church is not to have controlling interest, but for 
the glory of God. If we want the services of the Church 
and are not prepared to support it to the best of our 
means, with Time, Talents, and Treasure, what does that 
say about the importance of the Church to all of us. 

In order to have a healthy parish, we need much more 
than to give and raise more money, we need people to 
recognize the need to be in church on a regular basis, to 
praise and thank God for the blessings of life; we need 
parishioners who come to church not as spectators or 
out of sense of duty, but to commune and have a better 
relationship with God. I truly believe that the answer 
to any financial needs will be resolved when more 
people deepen their personal spiritual life and come to 
the realization that regular participation in the Divine 
Services of the Church is what makes for a healthy 
Orthodox Christian. When we get more people’s hearts 
in the right place then the material needs of the church 
will be realized. It is really as Christ said; “Where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

Since we are coming into the New Year 2024, I wish to 
take this opportunity to thank all of you who have actively 
participated in the life of the church. Special thanks to 
the Members of the Parish Council who through their 
love and commitment to Christ and His church continue 
to work hard in accomplishing the many duties and tasks 
that the church presents throughout the year. To our 
faithful Ladies and Men who praise God every Sunday 
through their beautiful chanting that always uplifts the 
people in the church. To our Greek School and Sunday 
school Teachers and Students. They are the ones who lay 
the foundation of Orthodox Knowledge for our youth. 
Thanks also to the Members of our Greek School. 

P.T.A. and the parents of the children who attend both 
the Greek School Classes and Sunday school classes. 
To our young but active youth group who every month 
attends the religious classes that Fr. Michael instructs. 
They are learning to grow into responsible Orthodox 
Christians by serving the Altar and other areas of the 
Church. To our wonderful Ladies of the Philoptochos 
Society for their continued hard work that they perform 
for the benefit not only the church but mostly for the less 
fortunate people of the world. I want to encourage more 
of our Ladies to join the activities that they encounter 
throughout the years. I want to thank our beautiful 
parishioners and “Stewards” of the church, who without 
their love and financial support, we would not be as 
successful as we are today. Many thanks to our “Kitchen 
Crew” for their continued commitment in helping the 
church grow through the many events that have taken 
place throughout the years. 

May our Incarnate Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, in the 
coming of the New Year 2024 bring to you and your 
families much Love, Peace, Harmony, Health, Joy, and 
Happiness. 

Wishing all of you a Happy and 
Blessed New Year 2024. 

Looking Forward to 
the Future oF

St. Demetrios
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Prot. No. 828 

Patriarchal Encyclical for Christmas 

 

 

+ B A R T H O L O M E W 

By God’s Mercy, Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome 
and Ecumenical Patriarch to All the Plenitude of the Church 

Grace, Mercy, and Peace from the Saviour Christ Born in Bethlehem 

 

 

Most honorable brother hierarchs, 

Beloved children in the Lord, 

 With the grace of God, we are once again this year celebrating in chant, hymn, and 
spiritual song the Nativity according to the flesh of the pre-eternal Son and Word of God, 
namely the manifestation of the mystery of God and humankind. According to St. 
Nicholas Cabasilas, what occurs in the Divine Liturgy is “the mystagogy of the Lord’s 
incarnation,” while its introductory acclamation “Blessed is the Kingdom of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit” is evidence “that it is through the Lord’s incarnation that people 
first learned that God is three persons.”1 The same saintly Father proclaims that our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ was the first and only to demonstrate the authentic and perfect 
human being, concerning His ethos, life, and everything else.”2 

 The assumption of human nature in the person of the Son and Word of God, along 
with the opening of the way of human deification through grace, add unsurpassable 
value to humankind. Forgetting this truth leads to the diminishment of respect for the 
human person. The denial of the supreme destiny of human beings does not only liberate 
them, but also leads to diverse reductions and divisions. Without being conscious of their 
divine origin and their hope for eternity, humans struggle to remain human and are 
unable to handle the contradictions of the “human condition.” 

 
1 On the Divine Liturgy XII, PG 150.392D. 
2 On the Life of Christ VI, PG 150.680C. 
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The Christian perception of human existence provides a solution to problems 
created by violence, war, and injustice in our world. Respect for the human person, peace, 
and justice are gifts from God; however, establishing the peace that comes from Christ 
demands the participation and cooperation of human beings. The Christian view on the 
struggle for peace lies in the words of Christ our Savior, who proclaims peace, addressing 
His disciples with the greeting “Peace be with you” and encouraging us to love our 
enemies.3 The revelation in Christ is called the “gospel of peace.”4 

This means that, for us Christians, the way to peace is through peace and that non-
violence, dialogue, love, forgiveness, and reconciliation have priority before other forms 
of resolving differences. The theology of peace is clearly described in the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate’s document For the Life of the World: Toward a Social Ethos of the Orthodox 
Church (2020): 

“Nothing is more contrary to God’s will for His creatures fashioned in His image and 
likeness than violence one against another . . . We may justly say that violence is sin par 
excellence. It is the perfect contradiction of our created nature and our supernatural 
vocation to seek union in love with God and our neighbour. . . Peace is a real revelation 
of the still deeper reality of creation as God intends it and as God fashioned it in his 
eternal counsels.”5 

Peace cannot be taken for granted; it is not self-evident. It is an obligation, an 
achievement, and an incessant struggle to preserve it. There are no automatic solutions 
or permanent recipes. In the face of ongoing threats to peace, we need to have vigilance 
and willingness to resolve problems through dialogue. The great heroes of politics are 
the champions of peace. As for us, we continue to underline the peacemaking role of 
religion. This is during a time when religions are criticized for nurturing fanaticism and 
violence “in the name of God” instead of being forces of peace, solidarity, and 
reconciliation. However, this indicates an alienation of religious faith and not an integral 
part of it. Genuine faith in God is the harshest critic of religious fanaticism. Religions are 
the natural allies of all human beings who strive for peace, justice, and the preservation 
of creation from human destruction. 

 
3 Cf. Mt. 5:44 
4 Eph. 6:44 
5 § 42, 43 and 44. 
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This year, the world honours the 75th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights (December 10, 1948), constituting a summary of fundamental humanitarian 
ideals and values, “the shared standard, to which all peoples and all nations should aim.” 
Human rights, whose central point of focus includes the protection of human dignity 
with its individual, social, cultural, economic, and ecological conditions, are only 
understood in their original dynamics if they are acknowledged as the basis and criterion 
of global peace, associating it with freedom and justice. In this sense, the future of human 
rights and peace is also linked to the contribution of religions in the matter of respecting 
them and making them a reality. 

 With these thoughts and festive sentiments, in full conviction that the life of the 
Church in itself comprises resistance against inhumanity, wherever such inhumanity 
arises, we invite all of you to the good fight of constructing a culture of peace and 
solidarity, where people will see in the face of their fellow human beings a brother or 
sister and a friend, rather than a threat and enemy. Moreover, we remind you all, dear 
brother Hierarchs and children, that Christmas is a time of self-consciousness and 
thanksgiving, of the revelation of the difference between the God-man and “man-god,” 
of the realization of the “great miracle” of freedom in Christ and of the healing of the 
“great wound” of alienation from God. Finally, we kneel respectfully before Mary, the 
Mother of God, who bears in her arms the incarnate Word, and we convey to you the 
blessing of the Mother Holy Great Church of Christ, wishing you an auspicious, healthy, 
fruitful, peaceful, and joyous new year of the Lord’s favour. 

 

Christmas 2023 

+ Bartholomew of Constantinople 

Your fervent supplicant of all before God 

 

 

 

 

To be read in churches after the Gospel Reading during the Divine Liturgy on the Feast 
of Christmas. 
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Ἀριθμ. Πρωτ. 828 
 
ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΙΚΗ ΑΠΟΔΕΙΞΙΣ  
ΕΠΙ ΤΟΙΣ ΧΡΙΣΤΟΥΓΕΝΝΟΙΣ 

  
+ Β Α Ρ Θ Ο Λ Ο Μ Α Ι Ο Σ 

ΕΛΕῼ ΘΕΟΥ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΟΣ ΚΩΝΣΤΑΝΤΙΝΟΥΠΟΛΕΩΣ – ΝΕΑΣ ΡΩΜΗΣ  
ΚΑΙ ΟΙΚΟΥΜΕΝΙΚΟΣ ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΗΣ 

ΠΑΝΤΙ Τῼ ΠΛΗΡΩΜΑΤΙ ΤΗΣ ΕΚΚΛΗΣΙΑΣ 
ΧΑΡΙΝ, ΕΛΕΟΣ ΚΑΙ ΕΙΡΗΝΗΝ  

ΠΑΡΑ ΤΟΥ ΕΝ ΒΗΘΛΕΕΜ ΓΕΝΝΗΘΕΝΤΟΣ ΣΩΤΗΡΟΣ ΧΡΙΣΤΟΥ 
* * * 

 
 Τιμιώτατοι ἐν Χριστῷ ἀδελφοί Ἱεράρχαι καί πεφιλημένα τέκνα, 
 
 Ἄνωθεν εὐδοκίᾳ ἑορτάζομεν καί ἐφέτος ἐν ψαλμοῖς καί ὕμνοις καί ᾠδαῖς 
πνευματικαῖς τήν κατά σάρκα Γέννησιν τοῦ προαιωνίου Υἱοῦ καί Λόγου τοῦ Θεοῦ, τήν 
φανέρωσιν δηλονότι τοῦ μυστηρίου τοῦ Θεοῦ καί τοῦ ἀνθρώπου. Κατά τόν Ἅγιον 
Νικόλαον Καβάσιλαν, τά τελούμενα εἰς τήν Θείαν Λειτουργίαν εἶναι «τῆς ἐνανθρω-
πήσεως τοῦ Κυρίου μυσταγωγία», τό δέ ἐν τοῖς προοιμίοις αὐτῆς δοξολογικόν 
«Εὐλογημένη ἡ Βασιλεία τοῦ Πατρός καί τοῦ Υἱοῦ καί τοῦ Ἁγίου Πνεύματος» μαρτυρεῖ 
«ὅτι διά τῆς ἐνανθρωπήσεως τοῦ Κυρίου πρῶτον ἐμάνθανον οἱ ἄνθρωποι ὡς εἴη τρία 
πρόσωπα ὁ Θεός»1. Ὁ ἱερός πατήρ διακηρύττει ὅτι ὁ Κύριος καί  Σωτήρ ἡμῶν Ἰησοῦς 
Χριστός «τόν ἀληθινόν ἄνθρωπον καί τέλειον καί τρόπων καί ζωῆς καί τῶν ἄλλων ἕνεκα 
πάντων πρῶτος καί μόνος ἔδειξεν»2. 
 Ἡ πρόσληψις τῆς ἀνθρωπίνης φύσεως ἐν τῷ προσώπῳ τοῦ Υἱοῦ καί Λόγου τοῦ 
Θεοῦ καί ἡ διάνοιξις τῆς ὁδοῦ τῆς κατά χάριν θεώσεως εἰς τόν ἄνθρωπον προσδίδουν εἰς 
αὐτόν ἀνυπέρβλητον ἀξίαν. Ἡ λήθη αὐτῆς τῆς ἀληθείας ὁδηγεῖ εἰς μείωσιν τοῦ 
σεβασμοῦ πρός τό ἀνθρώπινον πρόσωπον. Ἡ ἄρνησις τοῦ ὑψηλοῦ προορισμοῦ τοῦ 
ἀνθρώπου ὄχι μόνον δέν τόν ἀπελευθερώνει, ἀλλά ὁδηγεῖ εἰς ποικίλας συρρικνώσεις 
καί διχασμούς. Ἄνευ συνειδήσεως τῆς θείας προελεύσεώς του καί τῆς ἐλπίδος τῆς 
αἰωνιότητος, ὁ ἄνθρωπος δυσκολεύεται νά παραμείνῃ ἀνθρώπινος, ἀδυνατεῖ νά 
διαχειρισθῇ τάς ἀντιφάσεις τῆς «ἀνθρωπίνης καταστάσεως». 

Ἡ χριστιανική κατανόησις τῆς ἀνθρωπίνης ὑπάρξεως προσφέρει λύσιν τῶν 
προβλημάτων, τά ὁποῖα δημιουργοῦν ἡ βία, ὁ πόλεμος καί ἡ ἀδικία εἰς τόν κόσμον μας. 

 
1 Εἰς τήν Θείαν Λειτουργίαν, ΙΒ’, PG 150, 392D. 
2 Περί τῆς ἐν Χριστῷ ζωῆς, ΣΤ΄, PG 150, 680C. 
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Ὁ σεβασμός τοῦ ἀνθρωπίνου προσώπου, ἡ εἰρήνη καί ἡ δικαιοσύνη εἶναι δῶρον τοῦ 
Θεοῦ, ἡ ἐγκαθίδρυσις ὅμως τῆς κομισθείσης ὑπό τοῦ Χριστοῦ εἰρήνης ἀπαιτεῖ 
συμμετοχήν καί συνεργίαν τῶν ἀνθρώπων. Ἡ χριστιανική τοποθέτησις εἰς τό θέμα τοῦ 
ἀγῶνος διά τήν εἰρήνην συγκροτεῖται διά τῶν λόγων τοῦ Σωτῆρος Χριστοῦ, ὁ ὁποῖος 
εὐαγγελίζεται τήν εἰρήνην, χαιρετᾷ μέ τό «Εἰρήνη ὑμῖν» καί παροτρύνει τούς 
ἀνθρώπους νά ἀγαποῦν τούς ἐχθρούς των3. Ἡ ἐν Χριστῷ ἀποκάλυψις χαρακτη-ρίζεται 
ὡς «εὐαγγέλιον τῆς εἰρήνης»4. Αὐτό σημαίνει ὅτι δι᾿ ἡμᾶς τούς Χριστιανούς, ἡ ὁδός πρός 
τήν εἰρήνην εἶναι ἡ εἰρήνη, ὅτι ἡ μή βία, ὁ διάλογος, ἡ ἀγάπη, ἡ συγχώρησις καί ἡ 
καταλλαγή ἔχουν προτεραιότητα ἀπέναντι εἰς ἄλλας μορφάς ἐπιλύσεως διαφορῶν. Μέ 
σαφήνειαν περιγράφεται η θεολογία τῆς εἰρήνης εἰς τό κείμενον τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ 
Πατριαρχείου «"Ὑπέρ τῆς τοῦ κόσμου ζωῆς". Τό κοινωνικό ἦθος τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου 
Ἐκκλησίας» (2020): «Τίποτε δέν ἀντιτίθεται περισσότερο στό θέλημα τοῦ Θεοῦ γιά τά 
πλάσματά Του πού ἔχουν δημιουργηθεῖ κατ᾿ εἰκόνα καί καθ᾽ὁμοίωσή Του, ἀπό τή βία 
πού ἀσκεῖται ἐναντίον τοῦ πλησίον... Μποροῦμε ὀρθά νά ἰσχυριστοῦμε ὅτι ἡ βία 
ἀποτελεῖ τήν κατ᾿ ἐξοχήν ἁμαρτία. Πρόκειται γιά τήν τέλεια ἀντίθεση μεταξύ τῆς 
κτιστῆς μας φύσης καί τῆς ὑπερφυσικῆς μας κλήσης πρός ἀναζήτηση τῆς ἀγαπητικῆς 
ἕνωσης μέ τόν Θεό καί τόν πλησίον μας... Ἡ εἰρήνη ἀποτελεῖ μία πραγματική 
ἀποκάλυψη τῆς βαθύτερης πραγματικότητας τῆς δημιουρ-γίας σύμφωνα πρός τό 
θέλημα τοῦ Θεοῦ, καί τῆς μορφῆς ὅπως τήν σχεδίασε Ἐκεῖνος κατά τίς αἰώνιες βουλές 
Του»5. 

Ἡ εἰρήνη δέν εἶναι δεδομένη καί αὐτονόητος, ἀλλά χρέος, κατόρθωμα, διαρκής 
μέριμνα καί ἀδιάκοπος ἀγών διά τήν διατήρησίν της. Δέν ὑπάρχουν αὐτοματισμοί καί 
μόνιμοι συνταγαί. Ἀπέναντι εἰς τάς ἑκάστοτε ἀπειλάς τῆς εἰρήνης ἀπαιτεῖται 
ἐγρήγορσις, βούλησις διά λύσιν τῶν προβλημάτων διά μέσου τοῦ διαλόγου. Οἱ μεγάλοι 
ἥρωες τῆς πολιτικῆς εἶναι οἱ ἀγωνισταί τῆς εἰρήνης. Ἡμεῖς συνεχίζομεν νά τονίζωμεν 
τόν εἰρηνοποιητικόν ρόλον τῶν θρησκειῶν, εἰς μίαν ἐποχήν κατά τήν ὁποίαν ἀσκεῖται 
κριτική εἰς τάς θρησκείας, ἐπειδή, ἀντί νά ἀναδεικνύωνται δυνάμεις εἰρἠνης, 
ἀλληλεγγύης καί καταλλαγῆς, τροφοδοτοῦν τόν φανατισμόν καί τήν βίαν «ἐν ὀνόματι 
τοῦ Θεοῦ: Πρόκειται περί ἀλλοτριώσεως τῆς θρησκευτικῆς πίστεως καί ὄχι περί 
συμφυοῦς μέ αὐτήν φαινομένου. Ἡ γνησία πίστις εἰς τόν Θεόν εἶναι ὁ αὐστηρότερος 
κριτής τοῦ θρησκευτικοῦ φανατισμοῦ. Αἱ θρησκεῖαι εἶναι οἱ φυσικοί σύμμαχοι ὅλων τῶν 
ἀνθρώπων, οἱ ὁποῖοι ἀγωνίζονται διά τήν εἰρήνην, τήν δικαιοσύνην καί τήν προστασίαν 
τῆς κτίσεως ἀπό τήν ἀνθρωπογενῆ καταστροφήν.  
 Ἡ ἀνθρωπότης τιμᾷ ἐφέτος τήν 75ην ἐπέτειον τῆς Οἰκουμενικῆς Διακηρύξεως τῶν 
δικαιωμάτων τοῦ ἀνθρώπου (10 Δεκεμβρίου 1948), ἡ ὁποία ἀποτελεῖ σύνοψιν τῶν 

 
3 Βλ. Ματθ, ε’, 44. 
4 Ἐφεσ. στ’, 15. 
5 § 42, 43 καί 44. 
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θεμελιωδῶν ἀνθρωπιστικῶν ἰδεωδῶν καί ἀξιῶν, «τό κοινόν ἰδανικόν, εἰς τό ὁποῖον 
πρέπει νά κατατείνουν ὅλοι οἱ λαοί καί ὅλα τά ἔθνη». Τά δικαιώματα τοῦ ἀνθρώπου, 
κεντρικόν σημεῖον ἀναφορᾶς τῶν ὁποίων εἶναι ἡ προστασία τῆς ἀνθρωπίνης 
ἀξιοπρεπείας καί τῶν ἀτομικῶν, κοινωνικῶν, πολιτισμικῶν, οἰκονομικῶν καί περι-
βαλλοντικῶν ὅρων της, κατανοοῦνται εἰς τήν ἀρχικήν δυναμικήν των, ἐάν 
ἀναγνωρισθοῦν ὡς θεμέλιον καί κριτήριον τῆς παγκοσμίου εἰρήνης, τήν ὁποίαν 
συνδέουν μέ τήν ἐλευθερίαν καί τήν δικαιοσύνην. Ἐν τῇ ἐννοίᾳ ταύτῃ, τό μέλλον τῶν 
δικαιωμάτων τοῦ ἀνθρώπου καί τῆς εἰρήνης συνδέεται καί μέ τήν συμβολήν τῶν 
θρησκειῶν εἰς τήν ὑπόθεσιν τοῦ σεβασμοῦ καί τῆς πραγματώσεώς των. 
 Μέ τοιαύτας σκέψεις καί ἑόρτια αἰσθήματα, ἐν πλήρει βεβαιότητι ὅτι ἡ ζωή τῆς 
Ἐκκλησίας καθ᾿ ἑαυτήν ἀποτελεῖ ἀντίστασιν εἰς τόν ἀπανθρωπισμόν, ἀπό ὅπου καί ἄν 
αὐτός προέρχεται, καλοῦντες πάντας ὑμᾶς εἰς τόν καλόν ἀγῶνα τῆς οἰκοδομῆς ἑνός 
πολιτισμοῦ εἰρήνης καί καταλλαγῆς, εἰς τόν ὁποῖον ὁ ἄνθρωπος θά βλέπῃ εἰς τό 
πρόσωπον τοῦ συνανθρώπου του τόν ἀδελφόν καί τόν φίλον καί ὄχι τόν ἐπίβουλον καί 
τόν ἐχθρόν, καί ὑπενθυμίζοντες εἰς ὑμᾶς πάντας, ἀδελφοί καί τέκνα, ὅτι τά 
Χριστούγεννα εἶναι καιρός αὐτογνωσίας καί εὐχαριστίας, ἀποκαλύψεως τῆς διαφορᾶς 
μεταξύ Θεανθρώπου καί «ἀνθρωποθεοῦ», συνειδητοποιήσεως τοῦ «μεγά-λου 
θαύματος» τῆς ἐν Χριστῷ ἐλευθερίας καί τῆς ἰάσεως τοῦ «μεγάλου τραύματος» τῆς 
ἀλλοτριώσεως ἀπό τόν Θεόν, κλίνομεν εὐλαβῶς τό γόνυ ἐνώπιον τῆς κρατούσης ἐν ταῖς 
ἀγκάλαις αὐτῆς τόν σαρκωθέντα Λόγον Θεομήτορος Μαριάμ, μεταφέροντες δέ πρός 
ὑμᾶς τήν εὐλογίαν τῆς Μητρός Ἁγίας τοῦ Χριστοῦ Μεγάλης Ἐκκλησίας, εὐχόμεθα 
αἴσιον, ὑγιηρόν, εὔκαρπον, εἰρηνικόν καί εὐφρόσυνον τόν ἐπερχόμενον νέον ἐνιαυτόν 
τῆς χρηστότητος τοῦ Κυρίου. 

        Χριστούγεννα ‚βκγ’ 
  † Ὁ Κωνσταντινουπόλεως 

διάπυρος πρός Θεόν εὐχέτης πάντων ὑμῶν 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-------------------------------------------- 
Ἀναγνωσθήτω ἐπ᾿ ἐκκλησίας κατά τήν Θείαν Λειτουργίαν τῆς ἑορτῆς τῶν 
Χριστουγέννων, μετά τό Ἱερόν Εὐαγγέλιον. 
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North Wildwood, NJ - In a heartfelt celebration, 
St. Demetrios Greek orthodox Church in North 
Wildwood, New Jersey, paid tribute to the remarkable 
quarter century ministry of Father Steven Vlahos on 
Saturday, November 4th. The occasion, set against the 
backdrop of the St. Demetrios feast day dinner service, 
was marked by a myriad of festivities, including the 
dedication of a portrait of Father Steven in recognition 
of his unwavering commitment.

The event attended by the parishioners and community 
members alike, was a testament to the parish’s love and 
appreciation for Father Steven. The evening commenced 
with speeches from prominent figures, including 
parish council president Nicholas Konides and parish 
secretary William Mitchell. Special recognition was also 
extended to Parish Legal Counsel Marcus Karavan for 
his volunteer services.

The festivities unfolded with a delectable Greek dinner 
prepared by parish members, accompanied by homemade 
Greek desserts that added a touch of authenticity to the 
celebration. The joyous occasion reached its pinnacle 
with Greek music and dancing uniting the community 
to celebrate shared faith and camaraderie.

Father Steven Vlahos, who had been at the helm of 
St. Demetrios since 1992, was acknowledged for his 
outstanding contributions to the church and the 
community. In addition to his role as the church’s 

spiritual leader, Father Steven holds the 
civil position of special deputy surrogate 
of Camden County. Over the years, he 
has overseen numerous educational, 
spiritual, and building enhancements, 
including constructing a sea wall by the 
State of New Jersey. 

Father Steven’s impact extends beyond 
the church walls, evident in his efforts to 
enhance the local infrastructure, attract 
summer vacationers, and foster the 
growth of the St. Demetrios community. 
Father Steven’s family life includes his 
marriage to Presvytera Chrysi and their 

proud parenthood of son Demetrios Troy, daughter 
Anastasia (Joseph) DiAntonio, and their grandson 
Joseph Steven.

The recognition bestowed upon him during the feast 
dinner dance is a well-deserved tribute to a lifetime of 
service, dedication, and unwavering faith. In the words 
of St. John Chrysostom, “Priests have received a power 
which God has not given to angels or archangels.” 
Through five decades of service, Father Steven Vlahos has 
exemplified 
this divine 
p o w e r , 
b r i n g i n g 
s p i r i t u a l 
g u i d a n c e , 
community 
enrichment, 
and a legacy 
of love to St. 
Demetr io s 
Church and 
beyond.

a tribute to
FATHER 
STEVEN VLAHOS 
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In memory - In honor

Greek
Corner

Throughout the ages, mankind has had sayings, 
parables, and idioms which express thoughts and truisms 
which are didactic without addressing specific persons 
in conversation.  The messages are universal occurring 
in many countries passed down from generation to 
generation, although the subjects may differ.

We offer some of these in our Greek culture that we have found interesting and invite you to submit those that 
are familiar to you from your Greek families.

Please submit them to Father Michael: frmichaelstdemetrios@gmail.com Thank you.

1. μαύρο τό γάλα, μαύρο!  milk is black, black!   
I’ll just go along with what you say, although I don’t agree.

If you say milk is black, then milk is black.

2. όπου ακούς πολλά κεράσια, μικρό καλάθη βάστα!
Where you’ve heard there are many cherries, carry a small basket.

Don’t believe the hype, the exaggerations.

3. όπου ακούς πολλούς πετινούς, αργή νά ξυμερόση!
When you hear many roosters, the dawn is delayed.

Too many cooks, spoiled the food.

4. κάνε το καλό, καί ρήξτο στό γιαλό!             
Do a good deed and toss it to the sea; forget about it, even if it harms you, don’t expect anything in return.

5. τό «ψ», τό κάνουν ψύρα!
They create a whole word from one letter. Making a mountain out of a molehill! Much ado about nothing!

Please contact the church at 609-522-0152 or email frmichaelstdemetrios@
gmail.com with your memorial information and donation.



GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY | 14

Issue 7  |  January 2024

Epiphany of our Lord January 6

Introduction

The Feast of the Holy Theophany (Epiphany) 
of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ is 
celebrated each year on January 6. The Feast 
commemorates the Baptism of Christ and 
the divine revelation of the Holy Trinity. At 
the Baptism of Christ, all three Persons of the 
Holy Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—
were made manifest. Thus, the name of the 
Feast is Epiphany, meaning manifestation, or 
Theophany, meaning manifestation of God.

Biblical Story

The story of the Nativity of Christ is The 
Biblical story of the Baptism of Christ is 
recorded in all four of the Gospels: Matthew 
3, Mark 1:1-9, Luke 3:21-22, and John 1:31-
34.

John the Baptist, the cousin of Jesus and the 
one chosen by God to proclaim His coming, 
was preaching in the wilderness and was 
baptizing all who would respond to his 
message calling for repentance. As he was 
doing this, John was directing the people 
toward the one who would baptize them with 
the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:11).

The Scriptures tell us that Jesus came from 
Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized 
by him. Initially, John would not do this, 
saying that Jesus should baptize him. Jesus 
said to John, “Let it be so now; for it is proper 
for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness 
(3:15). John consented and baptized Jesus.

When Jesus came up from the water, the 
heavens opened suddenly, and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon Him. The Bible records that 
the Spirit descended like a dove and alighted 
on him. When this happened, a voice came 
from heaven and said, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” This 
was the voice of God the Father.

Christ’s baptism in the Jordan was 
“theophany,” a manifestation of God to 
the world, because it was the beginning 
of our Lord’s public ministry. It was also a 
“theophany” in that the world was granted 
a revelation of the Holy Trinity. All three 
Persons were made manifest together: the 
Father testified from on high to the divine 
Sonship of Jesus; the Son received His 
Father’s testimony; and the Spirit was seen 
in the form of a dove, descending from the 
Father and resting upon the Son.

The theme of “manifestation” or “revelation” 
is also expressed in Scripture with the 
symbolism of light. In the hymn of the Feast 
we sing, “Christ has appeared and enlightened 
the world.” Thus, January 6 is also known as 
the Feast of Lights. The Church celebrates on 
this day the illumination of the world by the 
light of Christ.

Icon of the Feast

The Icon of the Feast of Theophany tells the 
story from the Gospels in images and color. 
On the left side of the icon we see John 
the Baptist who is dressed in camel’s hair 
and has the appearance of one who lives in 
the wilderness. His arms are outstretched, 
showing an attitude of prayer and reverence, 
but also directing others to Christ. With his 
right hand he is conducting the baptism.

In the center of the icon is Christ being 
baptized in the Jordan. He is standing in the 
water wearing a waistcloth, and with His 
right hand He is blessing the waters of the 
Jordan. Above His head is the Holy Spirit 
descending as a dove upon Him. At the top 

of the icon, a semicircle depicts the opening 
of the Heavens and the voice of the Father.

On the right side of the icon angels are 
shown with their heads bowed in reverence 
to Christ. They are prepared to receive Him 
as He comes out of the water.

The Orthodox Celebration of the Feast 
of Epiphany

The celebration of this Feast of our Lord begins 
on January 5, a day known as the Forefeast 
of Theophany. Depending on the day of the 
week, this could be an evening service with 
Vespers followed by the Liturgy of Saint Basil 
or a morning service with Matins and the 
Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom. Following 
the service on January 5, the service of the 
Blessing of the Waters is conducted. Prior 
to the evening or morning service the Royal 
Hours with the Typika are said.

On January 6, the day of the Feast, the 
Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom is 
conducted preceded by Matins and followed 
by the second Blessing of the Waters.

The Blessing of the Waters is conducted in the 
church; however in many places throughout 
the world services are conducted near open 
bodies of water. As a sign of blessing as Christ 
blessed the Jordan, holy water is poured into 
the body of water. An associated tradition 
has been the tossing of a cross into the water 
to be retrieved by divers.

The holy water from the church is given to 
the faithful to consume and to use in blessing 
their homes. In the weeks following the 
Feast, clergy visit the homes of parishioners 
and conduct a service of blessing using the 
holy water that was blessed on the Feast of 
Theophany.

Scripture readings for the Feast are the 
following: At the Vespers/Divine Liturgy on 
January 5: 1 Corinthians 9:19-27; Luke 3:1-
18. At the Divine Liturgy on January 6: Titus 
2:11-14, 3:4-7; Matthew 3:13-17.

Courtesy of the orthodox ArChdioCese of AmeriCA  www.goArCh.org
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St. Demetrios Happenings

St. Demetrios Parish Council enjoying 
a special night out with Father 

Michael.

Election day at St. Demetrios - December 10, 2023 
and the Election Commitee.

Father Steven Vlahos 
and Presbytera Chrysi 
during the Gala where 
he was honored on 
November 4, 2023. His 
portrait is displayed 
on the wall of our 
community hall.
Gala attendees 
pictured below.

The Sunday School 
children enjoying their 
weekly lesson.

On Saturday, December 14, Father Michael and the children of 
the parish enjoyed a fun day together. The children also recevied 
instruction on certain religious issues and topics.

Two local families 
celebrated 40 day 

blessings.
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St. Demetrios Youth 
Christmas Caroling
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA 
 

ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL 

 
Prot. No. 363/2023 

Archepiscopal Encyclical on the New Year 2024 

January 1, 2024 
 

Ὥστε εἴ τις ἐν Χριστῷ καινὴ κτίσις· τὰ ἀρχαῖα παρῆλθεν, ἰδοὺ γέγονε καινὰ τὰ πάντα. 
(Πρὸς Κορινθίους Β´ 5:17) 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation! What’s past has passed.  
Behold! Everything is new! 

(II Cor 5:17) 

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and 
Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable 
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and 
Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, 
and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America: 

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, 

On this first day of the New Year of 2024, let us embrace the newness in Christ, 
which He has appointed for our renewal and salvation. The Apostle Paul reminds us that 
we are, in fact, new creations! And that whatever has transpired is beyond us, forgiven 
and even forgotten. For every new year — whether this civil one, or the Ecclesiastical 
New Year on September 1 — is a call and opportunity to begin again. Why? Because in 
Christ, “everything is new.” 

This is the truest and the best optimism. Neither a false hope for the future, nor a 
denial of mistakes in the past. We press forward in Christ, Who is an ever-flowing 
fountain of love, mercy, compassion and forgiveness. This is how we are called to live — 
in the dynamic flow of God’s grace through the Holy Spirit. Whether it is by our 
participation in the Sacred Mysteries of the Church, or by applying the teachings of our 
Savior in our everyday lives. When we pray, “give us this day our daily bread,” it is much 
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 2 

more than an invocation of the Eucharist, as precious and profound as it is. We are 
affirming that the gift of life itself is a constant source of God’s nourishing love and care. 

Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, let us embrace 2024 with the 
optimism that is grounded in the truth of God. And as we base our hopes in the promises 
of His Grace, let us remember the Saint of this Day, and the sacred institution of our 
Archdiocese that bears his righteous name. Saint Basil Academy is a literal incarnation of 
new beginnings. It is a place of God’s love and His promise where newness of life 
flourishes. Let us always generously remember the Academy and its mission. And may 
the New Year of God’s grace bestow upon you and all those you love the blessings of 
good health of body and soul, and the newness of life that propels you to reach for even 
greater spiritual heights. 

With much paternal love in Christ, 

  

† ELPIDOPHOROS 
Archbishop of America 

 

Note: To be read in every parish of the Archdiocese on Monday, January 1, 2024. 
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ΙΕΡΑ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΗ ΑΜΕΡΙΚΗΣ 
 

ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΙΚΗ ΕΓΚΥΚΛΙΟΣ 

Ἀριθµ. Πρωτ. 363/2023 

Ἀρχιεπισκοπικὴ Ἐγκύκλιος γιὰ τὸ νέο ἔτος 2024. 

1 Ἰανουαρίου 2024 

Πρὸς τοὺς Σεβασµιωτάτους καὶ Θεοφιλεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τοὺς Εὐλαβεστάτους Ἱερεῖς 
καὶ Διακόνους, τοὺς Μοναχοὺς καὶ τὶς Μοναχές, τοὺς Προέδρους καὶ τὰ Μέλη τῶν 
Κοινοτικῶν Συµβουλίων, τοὺς Ἐντιµολογιωτάτους Ἄρχοντες τοῦ Οἰκουµενικοῦ 
Πατριαρχείου, τὰ µέλη τῆς Ἡγεσίας τῶν 100, τὰ Ἡµερήσια καὶ Ἀπογευµατινὰ Σχολεῖα, 
τὶς Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τὴ Νεολαία, τὶς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καὶ 
ὁλόκληρο τὸ Χριστεπώνυµο πλήρωµα τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀµερικῆς. 

 
«Ὥστε εἴ τις ἐν Χριστῷ καινὴ κτίσις· τὰ ἀρχαῖα παρῆλθεν, ἰδοὺ γέγονε καινὰ τὰ 

πάντα» (Πρὸς Κορινθίους Β´ 5:17). 
 
Προσφιλεῖς ἀδελφοὶ καὶ ἀδελφὲς ἐν Χριστῷ,  

 
Αὐτὴ τὴν πρώτη ἡµέρα τοῦ νέου ἔτους 2024, ἂς ἀνανεωθοῦµε ἐν Χριστῷ, ὅπως 

µᾶς ἔδειξε τὸν δρόµο τῆς σωτηρίας ὁ ἴδιος µὲ τὴν ἐνανθρώπισή του. Ὁ ἀπόστολος τῶν 
ἐθνῶν Παῦλος µᾶς ὑπενθυµίζει, ὅτι στὴν πραγµατικότητα εἴµαστε νέα 
δηµιουργήµατα!  Καὶ ὁ,τιδήποτε κακὸ ἔχει συµβεῖ, ἂς µείνει πίσω µας, συγχωρεµένο 
καὶ ξεχασµένο! Γιατὶ κάθε ἄρχὴ νέου ἔτους, εἴτε αὐτὸ εἶναι ἐκκλησιαστικό, τὴν 1η 
Σεπτεµβρίου, εἴτε πολιτικό, ὅπως ἡ σηµερινὴ ἡµέρα, ἀποτελεῖ µία µοναδικὴ εὐκαιρία 
γιὰ ἐπανεκκίνηση. Γιατὶ ἄραγε; Διότι «ἐν Χριστῷ γέγονε καινὰ τὰ πάντα»! 

 
Αὐτὸ ἀκριβῶς σηµαίνει νὰ εἶσαι ἀληθινὰ αἰσιόδοξος. Οὔτε ψεύτικες ἐλπίδες γιὰ 

τὸ µέλλον, οὔτε ἄρνηση τῶν λαθῶν τοῦ παρελθόντος. Προχωροῦµε µπροστὰ µὲ τὸ 
Χριστὸ ὁδηγό, ὁ ὁποῖος εἶναι ἡ ἀστείρευτη πηγὴ τῆς ἀγάπης, τοῦ ἐλέους, τῆς συµπόνιας 
καὶ τῆς συγχωρήσεως. Γιὰ αὐτό, ὡς χριστιανοί καλούµαστε νὰ ζήσουµε ἔχοντας στὴ 
ζωή µας τὴ χάρη τοῦ Θεοῦ διὰ τοῦ Ἁγίου Πνεύµατος, εἴτε µὲ τὴ συµµετοχή µας στὰ ἱερὰ 
µυστήρια τῆς Ἐκκλησίας µας, εἴτε µὲ τὴν ἐφαρµογὴ στὴ ζωή µας τῆς διδασκαλίας τοῦ 
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Κυρίου ἡµῶν Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ. Ἡ ἐπίκληση στὴν κυριακὴ προσευχὴ «τὸν ἄρτον ἡµῶν τὸν 
ἐπιούσιον δὸς ἡµῖν σήµερον», εἶναι κάτι περισσότερο ἀπὸ µία πολίτιµη εὐχαριστηριακὴ 
ἐπίκληση! Ἐπιβεβαιώνουµε µὲ αὐτὸ τὸν τρόπο ὅτι αὐτὸ τὸ µοναδικὸ δῶρο τῆς ζωῆς 
ἀποτελεῖ σταθερὴ πηγὴ τῆς θρεπτικῆς ἀγάπης καὶ φροντίδας τοῦ Θεοῦ πρὸς ἐµᾶς. 

 
Ἑποµένως, ἀγαπητοί µου ἀδελφοί, ἂς ὑποδεχθοῦµε τὸ 2024 µὲ αἰσιοδοξία, ἡ 

ὁποία θεµελιώνεται στὴν ἀλήθεια τοῦ Θεοῦ. Καθὼς στηρίζουµε τὶς ἐλπίδες µας στὴν 
ἐµπερία τῆς Θείας Χάριτος, ἂς θυµηθοῦµε καὶ τὸν ἅγιο τῆς ἡµέρας καὶ τὸ καθίδρυµα 
τῆς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς µας ποὺ φέρει τὸ ὄνοµά του. Ἡ Ἀκαδηµία τοῦ Ἁγίου Βασιλείου εἶναι 
πραγµατικὰ ἡ ἐνσάρκωση τῆς νέας ἀφετηρίας. Ἀποτελεῖ τόπο τῆς ἀγάπης τοῦ Θεοῦ καὶ 
τῆς ὑπόσχεσής του γιὰ τὴν ἄνθιση νέας ζωῆς. Ἂς θυµηθοῦµε γεναιόδωρα τὴν Ἀκαδηµία 
καὶ τὴν ἀποστολή της καὶ εἴθε ἡ νέα χρονιὰ µὲ τὴ χάρη τοῦ Θεοῦ, νὰ φέρει ὑγεία ψυχῆς 
καὶ σώµατος µὲ πολλὲς εὐλογίες σὲ ἐσᾶς καὶ σὲ ὅλους ὅσους ἀγαπᾶτε, προσεγγίζοντας 
ἀκόµη ὑψηλότερα πνευµατικὰ ὕψη! 

 
Μετὰ πολλῆς ἐν Χριστῷ πατρικῆς ἀγάπης, 

 
† ὁ Ἀµερικῆς Ἐλπιδοφόρος 

 

Σηµείωσις: Νὰ ἀναγνωσθεῖ σὲ ὅλες τὶς ἐνορίες τῆς Ἀµερικῆς τὴν Δευτέρα, 1 Ἰανουαρίου 
2024. 
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The Blessings Of The Homes ~ Αγιασμός των Οικιών 

Οι προσευχὲς της Ακολουθὶας των Θεοφανεὶων μας προτὲπουν να αγιὰσουμε τα 
σπὶτια μας, και τους αγροὺς μας, με τον Μεγὰλο Αγιασμὸ προς ὲνδειξιν της 
πὶστεὼς μας, προς τον Πανὰγαθο Θεὸ και των ὸσων αγαθὼν μας ὲχει χαρὶσει και 
ακὸμη για να ὲχουμε καλὴ και υγιὴ χρονιὰ. Παρακαλεὶστε ὸλοι να συνεχὶσετε την 
παρὰδοση και να αγιὰσετε τις οικὶες σας με των Μεγὰλο Αγιασμὸ που θα λὰβετε 
απὸ την Εκκλησὶα στις 6 Ιανοuαρὶου. Παρακαλεὶτε λοιπὸν, ὸποιος επιθυμεὶ να 
αγιαστεὶ η οικὶα του απὸ τον Πατὲρα Μιχὰλη να συμπληρὼσει το παρακὰτω 
ὲντυπο και να το επιστρὲψει στο γραφεὶο της εκκλησὶας.  Παρακαλοὺμε να 
εποικινωνὴσετε με τον Πὰτερ μὲσω τηλεφὼνου ὴ ηλεκτρονικὴς διευθὺνσεως για 
να κανονὶσετε τις λεπτομὲριες. Σας ευχαριστοὺμε και Ευτηχισμὲνο το Νὲο Ὲτος!   
 
The prayers of the Epiphany Service indicates to the faithful to bless their homes 
with the Holy Water as an expression of faith to God that He grants them a 
prosperous and healthy New Year. Everyone is encouraged to continue this 
tradition and bless their home with the Holy Water that they receive from the 
Church on January 6th. Those parishioners who wish for Father Michael to visit 
their home so that it may be blessed, are asked to fill out the information below 
and return this form to the Church office. We also please ask you to contact 
Father Michael via telephone or email to make the necessary arrangements. 
Thank you and have a Happy New Year! 
 
 
Name/Ὸνομα 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address/Διεὺθυνση 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Telephone Number/Αριθμὸς Τηλεφὼνου 
 
________________________________________________________________  
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upcoming events
Joy (ages 8-10)  |  hoPe (ages 3-7)
two saturdays Per month

PhiLoPtoChos
1st sunday oF every month aFter divine Liturgy

greek sChooL
every Friday night From 4:30 - 7:30 P.m.

Sponsor a Coffee 
Hour
Attention All Parishioners:

We have resumed the coffee 
hour following the Divine 
Liturgy on Sundays. Please 
consider sponsoring a coffee 
hour in memory of a loved one, for the health of your family, 
or in honor of our St. Demetrios Church.

Please call the office at 
609-522-0152 to schedule. Thank you.

St. Demetrios 
NEW WEBSITE!

Check out St. Demetrios Church’s new website 
for a variety of information, stewardship and 
donations, bulletins and newsletters, links, and 
more! 

www.stdemetriosnewjersey.com

directory
ProtoPresbyter | Fr. Michael Pastrikos

church secretary | tbd

Parish council: 
President | nicholas d. konides

Vice President | dr. GeorGe kouMaras

treasurer | theodore katsikaris

secretary |  WilliaM Mitchell

MeMbers oF council:
kosta bilios

sPiro kellis

GeorGe Mallous

GeorGe tsiaMis

GeorGe PaPaGeorGiou

attorney: Marcus karaVan, esq.
sunday school | soPhia kiniroPoulos

Greek school | GeorGe PlaMantouras

J.o.y. | Fr. Michael Pastrikos

h.o.P.e. | Fr. Michael Pastrikos

PhiloPtochos | dina bilios

chanters | Fotini andy, rita eFthiMiou, cathy WolFe

church: 1.609.522.0152 
321 st. deMetrios aVe,  north WildWood, nJ 08260

stdeMetriosneWJersey.coM

*All submissions for the KoinoniA must be 
received by the 20th of the month prior*
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liturgical calendar
January

HAPPY NEW YEAR to everyone in the community. 
May it be blessed with abundant health and prosperity.

Friday, January 5: Eve of Epiphany - Orthros 9:00 am Divine Liturgy 9:30 am (Strict Fast) 
   The Blessing of the Waters will take place at the end of the Liturgy.

Saturday, January 6:  Holy Epiphany Day: Orthros 9:00 am Divine Liturgy 9:30 am 
   The Blessing of the Great Waters will take place at the end of the Liturgy.

Sunday, January 7:  The (SYNAXIS) of St. John the Baptist Orthros 9:00 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am 

Sunday,  January 14:  Sunday after Holy Epiphany: Orthros 9:00 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am 

Sunday,  January 21:  12th Sunday of St. Luke: Orthros 9:00 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

Sunday, January 28:  15th Sunday of St. Luke (Zacchaus) Orthros 9:00 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

On the 6th of January we celebrate the Holy Baptism (Holy Epiphany) of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. This is a Major Feast Day of the Church. We must all make an effort to come to church on this 
day to worship and glorify our Lord. Blessing of the Great Waters will take place near the end of the 
Divine Liturgy.

***** Attention Everyone**** 
If the weather is good, we will also go outside on the (Great Wall) to do the Blessing of the Waters and 

also the Throwing of the Cross into the Ocean.



GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY | 24

Issue 7  |  January 2024

stewardship
letter
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It’s through your contributions that we 

are able to carry on important work both 

spiritually and in our community.

Electronic Giving –is the way to go today.  

It is also a convenient, easy way to support 

St. Demetrios. 

By giving electronically you can:
• Give anywhere, anytime from your computer, cell phone or tablet.  

• Donate easily for special projects of the Church.

• Give towards your stewardship pledge or other donations such as memorial,   

   endowment and others. 

• Set up reoccurring or one time pledges and you will never need to worry if you 

   have your check book or cash on you.  VANCO will store your information.

• It is important to note that if you are using a credit card, you may be able to 

   accumulate rewards by your provider.

Show your support and try E-Giving through our VANCO QR Code (located 

below). Or you can find this code on our website under the DONATE  TAB  www.

stdemetriosnewjersey.com  and even easier…. There is a button that states “click 

here” that will take you directly to the VANCO page.  It is as simple as that. 

To use the QR code- open your camera on your phone 

and hover over the code.  The VANCO website will 

appear and then tap on it. 

Thank you for all you do to support our St. Demetrios 

family throughout the year.  May God bless you and 

keep you well and strong.

help us 
grow with
VANCO 
GIVING
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Stewardship News
STEWARDSHIP PLEA 2023 

Dear Parishioner, 

We at Saint Demetrios are thankful to have you and your family here in our church. You are a vital part 
of our church community. Unfortunately, the Parish is in great need of your financial help!!   

Your financial support provides the foundation for our parish ministries and our efforts in meeting the 
challenge of spreading Christ’s Word and our Orthodox Faith.  

Stewardship also means more than just making a monetary donation. Stewardship is an opportunity to 
examine our priorities and values, to express our thankfulness, to give of ourselves and to grow in grace.   
It allows us to participate in the vineyard of our Lord.   Giving is not a substitute for commitment. It is an 
expression of your commitment.  

Please note there are several ways to pledge: besides printing this form, our Stewardship Pledge forms 
are also in the Narthex, you may complete one and give it to Parish Council Secretary, William Mitchell.  
He can also be contacted at 609-425-4000.  If you would like to mail your Stewardship Commitment, our 
mailing address is:   

St. Demetrios  
300 St Demetrios St 
North Wildwood NJ 08260  
 
If Stewardship payment has been made for 2023 please disregard this notice and except our gratitude.  
 
Please respond out of faith and love and help keep our church vibrant for many years to come.   This is 
YOUR CHURCH!  Please, if you have yet to send in your Stewardship, please do so now.  Remember 
the Church is not just here when you need it!  Its open every week!  If we don’t support the Church, 
who else will? 
 
 
Respectfully, 
Fr. Michael & The Stewardship Committee 
___________________________________Cut here _________________________________________ 
 
Please make checks payable to:  Saint Demetrios Church 
My Stewardship Commitment is   $__________ Year__________ 
Single/Individual $500.00 
Family $750.00 
 
Name:_______________________________________________________ 
 
Address:_____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:____________________________Email_____________________________________ 
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?QUESTION & ANSWER: 
How do we know that God is who He says He is?

If we look at the Disciples of the Lord, they were 
normal fisherman doing what they do every day. 
They had their families, their work, they had their 
homes- in fact everything was going very well for 
them. But then, how does a person give up all 
these things to follow a person who they don’t 
even know. They met Him for the first time. This 
is a very good question? I will give all of you who 
are reading this article a simple answer. This man 
that they met,” WAS JESUS CHRIST” in all His 
Divine and Human natures. The Disciples upon 
meeting Christ must have felt His overwhelming 
power to attract men to Him. No one leaves his 
job, his family, his wife, and his children to follow 
someone that they don’t know and trust. It has 
nothing to do with trust, but they were “CHOSEN 
BY GOD”. That is the simple answer, and one by 
one they all accepted to follow Him. 

Let’s take another option or example: Andrew 
the first called Disciple, what did he see in this 
stranger. Peter who was somewhat the strongest of 
all the disciples, why did he follow Christ? Because 
when you see and hear of His teachings, His 
miracles, how can you not believe in God? When 
the disciples witnessed these events, they knew for 

a fact that Christ was not just a normal man. He 
had Godly powers, and His preaching was all about 
love. So let’s take the examples of the disciples, we 
don’t have to go any further. They followed Him 
to their death. Would you leave everything behind 
especially your own flesh and blood to follow a 
person to your own death? I would doubt that very 
much. But they did (Why)? Because they had proof 
that He was the Messiah that the Old Testament 
and Prophesies were writing about. In His 33 years 
of Ministry on this earth Jesus taught, preached, 
that the Kingdom of God is at hand, and that 
we should repent for our sins and be baptized in 
Christ. There is so much history and truth that 
God.does exist. We should all research and feel in 
our hearts that Christ is our true God and Savior. 
Let’s take the examples of His miracles. He healed 
paralytics, Lepers, demoniacs, He raised Lazarus 
and others from their deaths. He fed the 5,000 
people with 2 fish and 5 loaves of bread. He was 
crucified in front of hundreds of people including 
His disciples and all the people who followed to 
His death and yet He arose from death. After His 
death He went down to Hades and brought up 
those who heard His preaching and believed. We 
see that in the Icon of the Resurrection where 
He takes the hands of Adam and Eve and raises 
them up with Him. He proved to His disciples 
in the Upper Room, that He did truly resurrect, 
He proved it to Mary Madeline and others who 
went to the empty tomb. After 8 days Christ came 

reflecTIons on whY we 
belIeve ThaT There Is a goD 
anD There Is eTernal lIfe 
afTer DeaTh. 
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?QUESTION & ANSWER: 
How do we know that God is who He says He is?

back to Thomas to show him that He truly arose 
from His death. He also came back to them on 
Pentecost. He showed Himself to over 500 people 
after His death. How much more proof do we need 
to say that Christ is alive and His kingdom is open 
to all of us when we leave this earth. 

Can you also imagine when Christ took Peter, 
James, and John to the Mountain of Tabor during 
His Transfiguration? Are you serious and you 
still don’t believe?? Isn’t that enough proving 
that God does exist? How much more proof does 
anyone need? There are thousands of writings in 
the Old Testament that proves that Christ does 
exist. How many devout Christians who have died 
because they followed Christ without even seeing 
Him. Who would give up their life enduring 
tortures, prison, beatings, thrown to Lions, and 
being beheaded just for the name of Christ? How 
many Christians who died by the sword, died by 
hanging, died by crucifixion, died in prison from 
tortures and they didn’t see Christ but believed in 
Him. (WHO DOES THAT)? How can I plainly 
put this in writing, and still have critics that don’t 
believe and are atheistic in their beliefs and they 
don’t even have an inch of proof that Jesus Christ 
is not God. How can 2 thousand years go by with 
billions of Christians who believe in Christ not 
be true. This is not a fad, or a made up story that 
comes and goes. This is real- Jesus Christ does 
exist and He is our True God and Savior. Let’s 
take another example, if we take the “SAINTS” 

of the Church. Look what they have provided 
throughout the centuries expressing their faith and 
teachings for Jesus Christ. Why would thousands 
of Saints leave everything from this world to join 
Monasteries all over the world Demonstrating 
their faith and depriving themselves of the earthly 
riches and pleasures, and a good life, to live a life 
of isolation, and poverty? What changes a person 
to accept that kind of life to live their entire life 
solely for Jesus Christ? The thousands of stories 
in history of people who were healed from rare 
diseases, even today miracles still exist in this 
world that we live in. How do miracles happen? 
(Is it Magic)? Of course not? It’s people that have 
faith in Christ, and that’s how miracles happen. 
It’s through their faith they receive their healing, 
and through the blessings of our Almighty God 
and Father Jesus Christ. 

After reading this article, if you are still undecided 
if Christ’s exists, I hope that what I wrote in this 
article can help those who are on the edge of 
believing or disbelieving. 

conTInueD...
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church NEWS
stewardship news
All our local and seasonal members and visitors are invited to register and enroll in our 
parish for the 2023 membership and join in weekly worship and to support of our parish 
“Stewardship Program” and ministries. The annual minimum enrollment offering is 
$750 per family, and $500 for single people. Please complete the parish membership 
registry forms that are available in the Narthex. Families that are in arrears are invited 
to reinstate their membership and participation in our parish life and ministries.

donation opportunity
The Parish Council would like to bring to your attention the Golden Leaf Giving Tree. Very few 

have participated in this memorable way to create a lifetime tribute for generations to see 

and enjoy. Please take the time to view this lovely Giving Tree and consider displaying your 

family’s name, a remembrance of a loved one or an achievement. We would like to see the 

tree grow with more care and love!
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Yes, the anticipation and preparations for our Christmas 
celebration have come and gone; Santa Clause has 
returned to the North Pole.  As we hear “Aρχιμηνιά και 
αρχή χρονιά,¨the Greek song welcoming the new year 
we are filled with a renewed outlook for our lives.

Each year we reflect on the previous year and make 
several resolutions for improving our physical being or 
correcting past decisions in hopes of creating a brighter 
future.  Perhaps a resolution of high priority  should be 
that of improving our spiritual selves…our relationship 
with Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior which would lead 
to a long term brighter future.

Let’s start by attending church regularly to worship and 
thank God for His many blessings in His home as often 
as we can.  In our Orthodox Church the Christmas 
season continues for twelve days, so let’s be sure to 
attend the magnificent Theophany Liturgical service on 
January 6.  

Can you imagine what those present at the River Jordan 
on that truly awesome day experienced when the Holy 
Spirit was manifested!?!?!?!!!….as John the Baptist, the 
Forerunner, who obeyed God’s order was baptizing our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the SON….the heavens opening 
and hearing GOD’s voice from above,”This is my Son, 
the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased”….as the 
HOLY SPIRIT in the form of a dove descended upon 
our Lord.  Those witnesses saw the Holy Trinity and the 
startling Light of Christ before their very eyes; they saw 

once again the love that God has for His people. 

Being in church on the holy day of Epiphany will renew 
us as we begin the new year just as it may remind us 
of God’s love for each of us through our own baptism.  

Through baptism God bestowed His sanctifying Light 
upon us, delivering us from sin.  It is our first step toward 
a righteous life.  As we were baptized we received the 
Holy Spirit to guide and enlighten us.  Our baptism has 
armed us so that we can follow God’s path toward His 
Kingdom.  Being ever mindful that we have the shield of 
our baptism within us to strengthen and embolden us, 
we can strive to live according to God’s will.  

Thusly, as we embark on a new year and celebrate the 
holy day of Christ’s baptism may we allow the Light of 
our Lord to engulf and empower us.  

This will go a long way in making our new year a “happy” 
one!

Happy New Year to all from the 
staff of the Koinonia!

thoughts 
from
EVA LALLAS

JanuarY - our fresh sTarT
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Children’s Corner
Courtesy of Presvytera Alexandra HouckMore available on stdemetriosnewjersey.com!
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CA
MP GOOD SHEPHERD

CGS MD: June 15-22

CGS NJ:june 23-29

CGS VA Session 1: July 7-13

CGS VA SEssion 2: July 14-20

Fun! Fellowship!Faith!

@gomnj_youth www.nj.goarch.org/

SAVE

THE

DATE!

REGISTRATION

INFO COMING

SOON!

His Eminence 
Metropolitan Apostolos 

of New Jersey 

Cordially Invites you to the 

ANNUAL 
METROPOLIS of NEW JERSEY
VASILOPITA CELEBRATION 

Tuesday, January 9, 2023
6:00 – 9:00pm 

hosted by:                                                                                         

 

St. George Greek Orthodox Church
1101 River Road

Piscataway, NJ 08854


