THE MOTHER OF LIFE

ost people shy away from the sight and talk of death. Yet ‘it is appointed
IEI unto man once to die,” and of all the appointments of life, this one must be

kept. As a Christian, we must prepare ourselves for this reality of earthly life,
We are reminded of our mortality as the Church observes the great feast of the REPOSE
OF THE THEOTOKOS.

The Sacred Scriptures are silent about the last days of the Birthgiver of God. Tradition,
however, tells us about her departure from this life to Heaven. The Apostles are said to
have gathered for her repose, and all came as she “passed over into life," except for St,
Thomas. When he does put in an appearance, the tomb is said to be empty.

Iconography tells the rest of the story. The Figure of Christ is in the background,
holding an infant in His arms. This was the iconographer’s unique way of depicting the
spirit of the Holy Virgin being received into the realm of eternity by her Son. Angels are
often shown hovering over, while the apostolic group lingers close to the bier, Her
internment is said to be in the Garden of Gethsemane at Jerusalem, although Ephesus has
long claimed to be the place of burial,

A fasting period precedes the observance of this festival in the Church. Perhaps this
is the Church’s way of directing our thoughts to our own falling asleep in the Lord. Let
us, then, observe the feast, and let us so live as to one day join the Holy Virgin in the
Kingdom of her Son.
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ST.DEMETRIOS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
NORTH WILDWOOD, NEW JERSEY
August 20, 2023

11th Sunday of Matthew

WELCOME ALL VISITORS:

On behalf of the Parish Council, Fr. Michael, and the entire family of St.
Demetrios, we would like to welcome our Visitors for joining us today in
our sacred worship service. If you need any assistance please notify any of
the Parish Council members. God Bless our Visitors and may your stay here
be pleasant and memorable. Please don’t hesitate to come again.
SPONSORING COFFEE HOUR:

During the summer, The Ladies Philoptochos Society will not be sponsoring
any coffee hours. If anyone is interested in sponsoring the coffee hour
please contact the Church office -Monday-Wednesday-Friday (609) 522-
0152 or contact Parish Council President Nick Konides (609) 425-0179.
COFFEE HOUR:

Today’s coffee hour is a very special coffee hour; we would like all
parishioners to attend!

STEWARDSHIP NEWS:

All our local and seasonal members and visitors are invited to register and
enroll in our parish for the 2023 membership and join in weekly worship
and to support of our parish “Stewardship Program” and ministries. The
annual minimum enrollment offering is $750 per family, and $500 for single
people. Please complete the parish membership registry forms that are
available in the Narthex. Families that are in arrears are invited to
reinstate their membership and participation in our parish life and
ministries.

LITURGICAL PROGRAM FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST:
Sunday, August 20 11th Sunday of Matthew — Orthros 8:30 am Divine

Liturgy 9:30 am
Sunday, August 27 12th Sunday of Matthew- Orthros 8:30 am Divine

Liturgy 9:30 am

ECCLESIASTICAL DECREE:

Attention All Parishioners: It has come to the attention of Fr. Michael that we have
parishioners that have been divorced (civilly) and have not taken care of their
Ecclesiastical responsibilities to the church. If you are in this situation, please
contact Fr. Michael and he will begin the application for an Ecclesiastical Divorce
from the Church. If this does not occur, then you will be deprived of certain
Ecclesiastical necessities within the Church. For further details please contact Fr.
Michael. Thank you.

SICKNESS AND HOSPITALIZATION:

Whenever someone is sick particularly with a terminal illness or hospitalized, Fr.
Michael should be notified so that he may visit the sick, offer prayers and give Holy
Communion and anoint with Holy Unction.

KOINONIA MONTHLY NEWSLETTER:

We have established our {NEW MONTHLY NEWSLETTER) which is named
“KOINONIA”. This newsletter was distributed via email. Going forward, please send
all Church event related pictures via email to the Church Secretary, Julie Reeb, at
frmichaelstdemetrios@gmail.com Most importantly, in order for our parishioners to
be able to read the Newsletter, you must submit your E-mails so we can send the
newsletter out to your computers. You can submit these to the email listed above
or you can give this information to our Parish Council Secretary, William Mitchell.
We will also have a few newsletters printed for those who have ho computers or
smart phones.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED:

Fr. Michael is looking for a few Sunday school teachers that would offer their time

and talents to the children of the parish. If anyone is interested please contact Fr.
Michael 609-522-0152 ext 101 or cell 667-328-1083.




AzmolvTtiiov Avastdouiov. "Hyoc o',

Tou Aifov oppayiobéviog vno t@v Tovdainv,
Kol oTpaTIRTdY cpvlacoovrmv 0 Gypoviov
couv  X®ua, avéomg  tpuipepog  Twmrp,
dmpodueveg @ xdoue v Lodv: i tolto ai
Avvapeig 16v odpavidy £Bowv oot {woddta. Adka
i} Aveotiost cov Xpmoté, §6Ea tfj Puciheia cov,
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GpoptwAols, T e&g gov 1o &ibiov, mpeaBeiong
Tiic @eot10KOV, PRTOdOTH H08a COL.

AnoAvTiKIOv.

Anolvtikidn Resurectional. Mode 1.

The stone had been secured with a seal by the
Judeans, * and a guard of soldiers was
watching Your immaculate body. * You rose on
the third day, O Lord * and Savior, granting life
unto the world. * For this reason were the powers
of heaven crying out to You, O Life-giver: *
Glory to Your resurrection o Christ * glory to
Your kingdom; * glory to Your chspensataon only
One who Joves mankind.

Apolytikion. Grave Mode.
You were transfigured upon the mountain,
O Christ our God, showing to Your disciples
Your glory as much as they could bear, Do
also in us, sinners though we may be, shine
Your everlasting light, by the intercessions of
the Theotokos, O Giver of light. Glory to You.

Apol’ytiklen/Dlsmlssal Hymn:

The world has found:in you a great champion in time of p;enl, as you
emerged the vittor in routing the barbarians. For as yod Brought to
. naught the boasts-of Lyaies, imparting courage to Nestarin the
stadium, in like manner, tioly one, great Martyr Demwetrios, invoke

Christ God fef us, Hiat He may grant us His gfeat memy

Kontakion. _ i
Grave Mode.
Upon the mountain were You transfigured,
and Your disciples beheld Your glory as far
as they were able, O Christ our God; so that

=

when they would see You crucified they might -

understand that Your Passion was deliberate, -
and declare to the world that in truth You are.
the Father's radiance. =

Kovtaxkiov.
"Hyog Bapi,.

Emi 00 8poug petepoppdbng, kat ag
éxépovv ol Mabnrad gov Ty §6Zav gov,
Xpiote 6 Beodc £0edoavo, va dtav ot 1Swa
OTOUPODUEVOV, 0 jiév nabog voricaaw
&xobatov, 16 82 Kboue Knpo&maoy, ém o

vnépyerg dAnbéc, Tod Matpdg o émoa’){/acrpa.

Hpoc_; Kopwbiovg A’ Emc’colng Hobrov 10
avayvoapo.

dehpol, 0 Oedg Mudg todg AmocTéhovg
goytitovg amédefev ¢ embavatiovg, Hn
Béatpov yeviBnuey 16 xdope ol dyyéholg kol
avOpdmow. Husls popol dix Xprotdv, dusig 8
ppdévipor v Xpiotd npelg aobeveig, Lueig 82
loyopol Vueic Evéolor, Huelg 62 ol Aypt tiig

- dpri Bpog xob mewdpev kol dwydpev kol

yopvnzedousy Kol kodaglopefa xal dortatolpey
kol xomduey gpyeldpcvor toic idimg yepoiv:
Aowbopodusvor gvAovoduey, Suoxdpevot
Gveyopso, Suoq)np,o{)psvm Jtapmcaloﬁp,sv e
nspucaeappam 700 KOO’]J.O‘D eyquenusv, TOAVTOV
nepvqmp.a Ewg & Gpm. Otk svrpa:rcov Vpdig 'ypucpcn
tabTea, GAN g Tékva pov ayam]m voulerd, iv
yap popiovs moadaymyols Exnte &v Xpiotd, GAN
o0 moAkolg motépag Ev yop Xprotd Tncod Sk
10D Edayyehiov &yd dpdg yévvnoa. Topaxei®d
olv Opdc, punted pov yivesle.

EYATTEAION. Metfaioy (17:14-23)

D xopd dxelve, Gvlponde Tic pociiibey 1d

Tnoot, yovumerdv odtov kol Aéyov: Kipie,
é?ul‘r]crév pov Tov vidv, OT cslnwdCa'cm Kal
Kok naoxm TOAAGKIG yap minTel gig 10 m)p Kot
moAAGKIG £iG TO vSmp Kol TPOCTVEYKE aDTOV 101G
podnredc ‘cov, kol odx nﬁuvne'r]cmw am:bv
Bspcmsucou mrorcplﬁalg 8¢ 6 'Inoodg einev: Q
yeved dmotog wkoi Sieotpoappevn! Eog mhte
Eoopon ped' opdv; Emg mote dvéfopon Oudv;
Qépeté pot adtdv ®ds. kol émetipmosv odtd O
"Tnootg, kol éf;ﬁlesv dn' adtol 10 Soupdviov kad
£0gpaneddn o noug amd Tijg d}pag étcewqg Téte
npocs’k@oweg ol uaﬁ’q'cm @ Tnool war' idlov
glmov: Awil fusic odk nvanansv achalsw
antd; 6 62 Incovg EREV au*cou; Aty Tiv dmotiov
Vpdv. uiy yop Afye Opiv, £av Exnte mioTv g
xoxkov cwvlmewg, £psite @ Opst  TOVT®,
petéfnfr évtedbev éxel, kol petaPrioston xoi
o0&V dﬁvva‘rﬁcsv, {)pfv. tolto &€ 10 yévog ovK
gxmopeterar & pn év TPOCEY(] xoi vnoteig.
Avcxcrpa(pousvmv e owtdv eig ﬂ]v Faidaiov
girev adoig 0 Tnoolg MéMer 6 vidg 10D
avBponov mapadidoobum elg yeipag avpdnmv
xal Gmoxtevolowy adtdv, kol Tfj Tpith Nuépg
gyepoetol

The readmg is from Paul's First Letter to the
Corinthians.

B rethren, God has exhibited us apostles as last
of all, like men sentenced fo death; because
we have become a spectacle to the world, to
angels and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake,
but you are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you
are strong. You are held in honor, but we in
disrepute. To the present hour we hunger and
thirst, we are ill-clad and buffeted and homeless,
and we 1abor, working with our own hands. When
reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure;
when slandered, we try to conciliate; we have
become, and are now, as the refuse of the world,
the off-scouring of all things. I do not write this
to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my -
beloved children. For though you have countless
guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers.
For I became your father in Christ Jesus through
the gospel. I urge you, then, be imitators of me.

GOSPEL: Matthew (17:14-23)

t that time, 2 man came up to Him and

kneeling before Him said, "Lord, have
mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and he
suffers terribly; for often he falls into the fire, and
often into the water. And I brought him to Your
disciples, and they could not heal him." And
Jesus answered, "O faithless and perverse
generation, how long am I to be with you? How
long am I to bear with you? Bring him here to

-me." And Jesus rebuked him, and the demon

came out of him, and the boy was cured instantly.
Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and
said, "Why could we not cast it out?" He said to
them, "Because of your little faith. For truly I say
to you, if you have faith as a grain of mustard
seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move hence
to yonder place,’ and it will move; and nothing
will be impossible to you. But this kind never
comes out except by prayer and fasting." As they
were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them,
"The Son of man is to be delivered into the hands
of men, and they will kill Him, and He will be
raised on the third day."






